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CHAPTER III.
POPULATION,

Accorping to the 1881 census! the population of the district was
864,014 or 185°57 to the square mile. Of these Hindus numbered
791,277 or 91'58 per ceni; Musalméns 66,262 or 766 per cent;
Christians 6322 or 0-73 per cent; Jews 89; and Parsis 64. The
percentage of males on the total population was 50°28 and of females
49-71. The corresponding returns for 1872 were a total of 944,985
or 20583 to the square mile, of whom Hindus numbered 865,776
or 91-61 per cent; Musalmans 72,065 or 762 per cent; Christians
6931 or 0-73 per cent; Jews 123 or 0-01 per cent; and Parsis 90.
Compared with the 1872 returns the 1881 returns show a decrease
of 80,971 or 856 per cent, The dccrease is due partly to the
mortality caused by the 1876-77 famine, and partly to the emigration
of the labouring clagses to the neighbouring districts which took
place at that time.?

Of 864,014 (males 434,485, females 429,529), the fotal population,
783,187 (males 400,119, females 383,068) or 9064 per cent were
born in tke district. Of the 80,827, who were not born in the district,
25,755 were born in Kolhdpur; 24,060 in the Southern Maritha
states ; 8404 in Dhdrwdr; 4403 in Satdra ; 4252 in Kalddgt; 2430
in the Konkan and Konkan stateg ; 1930 in Goa, Daman, and Din;
1390 in Sholipur; 1389 in Madras; 1150 in Kdnara; 839 in the
Nizdm’s Territories ; 886 in Gujardt ; 840 in Poona; 338 in Maisur ;
240 in Bombay ; 188 in Ahmadnagar ; 171 in Khdndesh ;55 in Nasik ;
and 2057 in other parts of India and outside of India.

Of 864,014, the whole population, 556,397 (males 277,640,
females 278,757) or 6439 per cent spoke Kanarese. Of the remain-
ing 307,617 persons, 225,008 or 2604 per cent spoke Marathi;
65,781 or 760 per cent spoke Hindustdni; 10,757 or 124 per cent
spoke Telugu ; 1810 or 0-20 per cent spoke Gujarati; 1670 or 019
per cent spoke Tamil ; 1270 or 0-14 per cent spoke English; 682
spoke Portugunese-Konkani or Goanese ; 614 spoke Hindi; 36 spoke
Tulu; 33 spoke Panjdbi; 4 spoke German ; and 2 spoke Arabic,

The following tabalar statement gives the number of each religions
class according to sex at different ages, with, at each stage, the
percentage on the total population of the same sex and religion.
The columns referring o the total population omit veligious
distinctions, but show the difference of sex :

1In 1837 and in 1846 the people of the Belgaum district as it was then constituted
were numbered. The territorial changes which have since taken place make these
figures useless for purposes of comparison,

3 Some details of the Emigration during the famine fitne are given in Chapter TV,
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Marriage, The following table shows the proportion of the people of the
district who are unmarried, married, and widowed :
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Brrgivsw MarrracE DEraILs, 1887-—-continued.
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According to Occupation the 1881 census returns divide the
population into six classes :
L—In Government Service, Learned Professions, Literature, and Arts,
17,082, or 1'97 per ceut.
I1TIn Domestic Service, 9207 or 1-08 per cent,
ITL—In Trade, 4085 or 047 per cent.
IV.—In Agriculiure, 275,845, or 31-86 per cent.
V.—In Crafts, 133,633, or 1547 per cent.
VI.—In Indefinite and Unproductive Occupations, including children, 424,642
or 4314 per cent.
Bra’hmans' include nine divisions with a strength of 30,400
souls or 3-84 per cent of the Hindu population. The following
statement gives the details :

BELeATIH DBRAHMANS, 1881,

- T i
CLASS. iMalcs. !cha.lea.‘! Total. ji CLass. Males, (Femalas,| Total.
Deghasgth J 13,838 | 12,806 | 206,694 i Shenvi 999 959 1958
Golak . 75 7l 146 :| Telangr 53 33 86
Gujarati ... 50 i} 56 {1 Tirgul 45 41 86
Karhada .. 260 220 i
Konkanasth..! 448 425 873 |}
Marwari | 15 18 251t Total ..| 15,833 | 14,571 | 30,404 |
' f

Dzsmastas, with a strength of 26,694, originally from the Dececan,
are found all over the distriet. They are darker than Chitpdvan
or Konkanasth Brihmans. They speak Mardshi but the home
tongue of many is Kdnarese. They are sirict vegetarians. Mostof
them are grakasthas or laymen taking no alms and earning their
living as writers, merchants, traders, moneylenders, and landowners.
Among the religious Brdhmans or bhikshuks are vaidiks or reciters
of the Veds, shasiris or expounders of the law, joshis or astrologers,
vaidyas or physiclans, purdutks or readers of sacred books, and
haridises or singers and story-tellers. The chief subdivisions
of Deshasths found in the district are Rigvedis, Apastambs,
Yajurvedis, Kannavs, and Madhyandins. Rigvedis, who are a large

!From materfals supplied by Rdo Siheb Kalydn Sitérdm Chitre, Mamlatdir of
Belgaum, .
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subdivisgion intcrmarry with fip astambs, and both consider it an
act of merit to marry their danghters with their sizters’ sons. In
rare cases the maternnl nnele marries his nicce. White and black
Yajurvedis do not intermarry.  Kdénnavs were formorly considered
inferior, and though of iate years they have risen in social rank,
some rmmm-!s 31*>‘vem% Sc'ruple fo eat food cooked by Kdnnavs.
Wiudhy‘mdzzm, who ave fonnd in lar gennmboersin Parasgad, Sampgaon,
and Athni, hold a low posision among Deshasshs. Unlike Rigvedis
they do not marry their danghters with their sisters”sons. Though
some live on charity, and a fow work as cooks and walor bcarert;
Beshasths, as a class, are well-to-do.  Gonaxs or GoOVvARDHANS are
returned as ﬂumhcmno’ 146 and as found in Athni, Gokik, and
Belgaam. 'Lley are divided into Kund Golaks who are said to bo
descended from a Brabman woman by a Brihman man who was
not her hasband, and Rand Gelaks who are %Lﬂd to be descended
from a Driliman widow, They are medium-coloured, neither very
dark nor very fair.  They gpeak cither Marsd tI‘l or Kédnarese and are
moneychangors, shopAoo ors, astrologers, and husbandmen. They
send their 1 boys to school and are in eagy circumstances, GUIARAT
BrAsmawy, of three subdivisions I\wrr'zr, Shrimdh, and Pokarna,
with a qt“endi h of 56, ave fmmd in Chikodi and Pelo'aum whore
SOme Gu}&mt Vinis and Dhétids ave sottled, ’icy act as pricsts to
Gujarat Vinis and Bhatids, They are goodlocking and fair, out
weak., Their home speech 1s Gujardti and they speak Marithi in
public. They have no houses of their own, and generally live in the
houses of their patrons the Gujardt Viniz and Bhahas They are
strict vegetarians, Their dress differs from that of local Brdhmans
only by theiv wearing a small turban insbead of a headscarf or rumdl.
They Lold aloof from other Brihmans, and do not eat with them.
Karminids from Karhad near the mecting of the Krishna and Koyna
about fiffcen miles south of Sétdra, are returned ag numbering 480
and as found over the whole district. As a class they are darker,
less well-featured, and sturdicr than the Konkanasths. Their home
tongue is Mardthi. They are priests, traders, writers, landholders,
cooks, and water-carricrs. They are siannch goddess worshippers,
their chief farmly goddess being Lakshmi  Cases of intermarriage
among Karhddss, Deshasths, and Konkanasths arc not unl\nown
Karhadds ave fragal, busmcsshr{ and intelligent. On the whole
they are well-to- do. Koxxaxastfis or Crireivays with a strength
of 872, are scattered over the district. They have come from the
Konkan and are family priests, Government &erva.lts, moneyleuders,
cooks, and beggars. The men are generally fair and tall, and the
women well-formed and graceful.  They speak Kénarese, but their
home fongne 18 Mardthi.  They urc frugal, imtelligent, ‘nﬂ'&wmkmq
and cnterpriming. Many of them are well-to- o, ‘and a few are rich.
Miswir Brimvaxs are fourd in very small numbers in large
towns. They have not permanently settled in the district. ]]X(,eps
a few who serve as cooks to Mdrwdr Vinis, they are well-to-do as
merchants and dealers in cloth and mcetal vessels. Some of them
have their wives and children with them.

SHenvis, with a strength of 1958, are found chiefly in the
Belganin and Khdndpur sab-divisions. A {ow are found in the
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Sampgaon sub-divigion, and there are a considerable number in the
town of Shéhdpur, which is about & mile to the south of Belgaum
and belongs to the chicf of Sdngh. Goa was their original Konkan
settlement, where, according to the Sahyddri Khand, they are said to
have come at Parashurdm’s regoest from Trihotra or Tirhut in
Northern India. This legend 18 thought to be confirmed by the fact
that, especially in Goa and the surroanding parts, Shenvis like
Bengdlis freely mab their heads with oil and also like them are fond
of rice grucl called pej and fish. The honorific Bab, as in Purushottam-
bdb, is perhaps a corruption of Babu in Bengili?  Shenvis have
some peculiar names takon from their gods, such as Mangesh,
Shantirdm, Shantabdi, and others. Their broad pronunciation of
the vowel sounds 15 also said tc be like the Bengdli pronnnciation®
Their family gods® for whom they have much reverence, are still in
Goa from which some are =aid to have fled to escape conversion
by the Porbuguese. 'Thoy hold thenselves bound to visit Goa at least
every four or five yoars to pay their devotion to the family god.
Others are probably older sctilers in Belgavm as some of the
Deshpdndes, Inamddrs, and Khdsnis of Khandpur, Chandgad, and
other places hold deeds or senuds from the Bijipur Government
(1489-1686). The fact that Shenvis are the hereditary Eulbarnds
1n the greater pard of the Khdndpur and Belgamn sub-divisions and
in part of Dhdrwdr seems to show that some were settled in the
distriet before the beginning of Bijdpur rale. The Shenvis belong
to ten stocks or gofrds: Alri, Bhiradvd], Gantam, Jamdagnya,
Kanndinya, Kdshyap, Kanchik, Vasishta, Vatsa and Vigshvémitra. They
are Sérasvat Brahmans of the Panch Gaud order, and their pricsts or
upidhyds holong either to their own class or to the class of Karhdda
Brihmans. They have a few original surnames as Achmdne, Bhanddre,
Bichn, Brahme, Kdnvinde, Karnik, Kekare, Mange, Rege, Telang, and
Velang., A few are taken from their past and present ocecupation,
as Dalvi or commander, Desdi or village headman, Deshpande or
district accountant, Fadnis or wccountant and geal-kecper, Havdldar
or subordinate revenne officer, Khot or vevenue farmer, Kulkarnt or
village accountant, Khisnis or deputy, Mantri or counsellor, Nddgonda
orhead ofadistrict, Nadkarni or distriet accountant, Naik or headman,
Sabuis or chief clerk, and Sardph or meneychanger.  Most surnames
arc taken from the names of places as Punekar, Shahdpurkar,
Jambotkar, and others. Iuo religion Shenvis are cither Smdrts or
Vaichnavs,each sect being under the jarisdietion of a scparate sunydsi
head priest called swimet The Bwmdrt sedini has a monastery at
Khanapur where he occasionally lives, and which enjoys a grant of
the two villages of Mansdpur and Lakudvidi. The two scets dine

1 R4o Bahadur Shankay Pindurang Pandit, Oriental Translator to Government,

2 Profeszor R. G, Bhdnddrkar, M. A, Hon MR A 8. The tombs or samddhis of fwo
of the first settlers, named Shivashavma and Devasharma the ancestors or mulpurush
of the Vatsa and Kaundinya stocks o gofrds are still shown and worshipped at Kona
near the village of Mangeshi.

3 Their chict house gods and goddesses are Mahdlakehmi, Mangesh also called

Mingirish and supposed to mean the god of Mungir in Bengal, Mhalaga, Nagesh,
Ramndth, Shantadurgs, and Saptakotishvar

4 The Smart sudmi generally lives ab Sonavda in Kinara and the Vaishnav sedmi in

Goa. They have rich mmasteries at Kdrwar, Bombay, Nasik, and Benares,
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together and intermarry and do not hate each other as in Bombay.
Of the several minor divisions of Shenvis, only a few Kuddldeshkars
and Kérwdr Sirasvats are found in the district. Shenvis are fair.
The women are well-made and gracefal, and, like the women of Goa,
are fond of decking their hair with flowers. Both men and women
speak Mardthi and occasionally Kdnarese. At home they speak the
Konkani langnage which they brought from Goa, though the accent -
has been changed to a Kdnarese accenf, and a good many Kdnarese
words have been added. Their houses, especially in Nandgad and
in the Sdngli chief’s town of Shdhdpur, are strong and well-buils,
Most Shenvis eab fish and keep to rice as their daily food. As a
class they are well-to-do, some of them in Nandgad and Shabhépur
being bavkers and wmoneychangers; the rest arc Govermment
servants chiefly village clerks and district hereditary officers. A
few ave pleaders, traders, contractors, shopkeepers, and landholders,
some of whor till with their own hands. They are fond of show and
somewhat extravagant, but in intellect and energy hold their own
with any class in the district. They have no peculiar custorns.
Caste disputes are settled at meetings of the members of the caste,
the caste decigions being referred for confirmation to the head priesis
or sudmis. Thoy are eager to educate their children, and seem likely
to keep the place they hold as one of the most intelligent and
prosperous classes of West India Hindus,

Taranas, with a strength of 86, are scattered over the district-
They are wandering beggars, and are not settled in the district.
They come from the Madrag Presidency in the fair season. TirguLs,
with a strength of 86, are scattcred over the district. They are
said {0 have come from the Madras Presidency. They have settled
. the district and are cultivators. In dress, habits, and manners
they resemble Kunbis. They are dark, well-built, and hardworking.
Deshasths and other local Brahmans drink water brought by a
Tirgul, but do not eat food cocked by one.

Brahmans are found all over the distriet. They are family priests,
merchants, traders, moncylenders, Government servants, pleaders,
cooks and water-hearers, and landholders. The landholders own
both Gtovernment and alienated lands. Some of them till with their
own hands. The priestly class beg, conduct the worship of house
gods, make leafplates, tcach children Sanskrit prayers and other
texts, and help i performing religious rites. The bhikshuks or
religions Brahmans are idle and lazy. Except some elderly widows
who serve as cooks in rich Brihman houses, women have nothing
to do except housework,

The houses of the rich are large, two or three storeys -high, with
tiled roofs and walls of stone. Those of the poor are small with tiled
roofs and mud walls. The outer face of the houge wall iz covered
with clay and mortar and painted with upright stripes alternately
white and red. The inside face is decorated with pictures of gods,

*In gome families at the yearly Ganpati worship in August-September a picture of
the god drawn on paper is laid beside his image. This custom is helieved to have taken
18 1186 10 the time when the Portugnese forbade the open worship of Hindu gods.
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giants, and other Purdnic personages. Every Brahman house has
generally & back and sometimes a front yard, a cook-room which
opens on the backyard, a middle hall where household furnitare
and provisions are stored and where the children sleep at might,
and two or threc bedrooms for fhe married people and a Ln'm,
hall. Outside the front door is a veravda raised one to two
feet above the ground where the mewmbers of the family sit talking
of an evening. In front of the door in the front or backyard or
garden is a hlghly ornamented pedestal on which iz a pot with a
sweet basil plant to which the house people bow when they go out.
There iz a shed close by for cows, she-buflaloes, and horses.
The yard is daily swept, cowdunged, and decorated with lines of
powdered quartz.,  In the backyard are plantains and a varety of
flowering shrubs and a number of basil plants, whose leaves and the
flowers of the shrubs are used in the worship of the house gods.
Their household farmiture includes metal pots and pans, wooden
boxes stools and cots, bedding and pillows. In addition to these, a
few houses have chairs tables and cupboards.

The daily food of Brahmans includes rice, Indian millet bread,pulse
eurry, butter, curds, and milk. Hxecept Shenvis they are strick
vegetarians and some do net eat oniong, garlic, or carrofs which they
couslder impure. Some do not drink the milk of a cow until the tenth
day after she has calved. When one of them intends fo give a caste
feast he goes round fo the houses of the different guests accompanied
by his wife, a relation or two, a servant, and the family priest. They
take with them two cups, one filled with grains of rice, the other with
red-powder. When they reach abouse the men stand on the veranda
and call out the name of the owner of the house, and the women of the
party walk into the part of the house where the women live. When
the head of the house appears, the priestin the name of the host asks
Lim to a feast, naming the place, the day, and the hour at which he
should attend, and lays a few grains of rice on the palm of his right
hand, The hcad of the house takes the graing of rice if he can come;;
if he has another engagement he makes an excuse. Inside of the
housc the women of the party mark the brow of the chief woman of
the family with red-powder and give their invitations. On the feast
day when the dinner is ready a near relation of the host goes to the
houses of his guests and tells them that the feast is ready and that
the host watts to receive them. When the guests arrive the host
receives the men and the hostess receives the women, and they are
led into different rcoms. TMach of the guests brings a watcrpot and
cup. The women are in full dress and decked with ornaments; the
men have no turban and are bare to the walst which 18 girt by a
silk waisteloth which falls to the feet.  In the men’s room the gnests
are seated in two rows abont four feet apart facing each other.
In front of each guest a leafplate is laid. ¥n the women’s room
the hostess marks with red-powder the brow of each guest as she
enters, and they arc scated in two rows facing each other like the

men. When the guests are seated a band of people of the house,

relations and friends, both men and women, serve the dishes,
putbing a hittle of cach dish into the leafplate in front of each guest.
When the dishes are served, the host goes to the god’s room
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and tho family priest offers the ged food or naivedys. He then
sots on & plate a cuplul of holy water or #ir¢/, some sandal-paste,
some graing of rice, some flowers and basil leaves, and going in
frout of each malo gnest, pours a spoonful of the holy water on his
right palm and this the gnest sips., e then rabs the guest’s brow
with sandal- paste and fixi ng a fow grains of riec m the paste, lays
o tulst or 8w C&,‘b basil Teaf or a flower 10 his hand. Whoen all have
sipped the holy water the family pricst sprinkles a litfle water and
a hittle sandal-pasic on the ground in front of him and callsin 2
loud voice the name of the host's family god and all the men guests
join in the shout, Jay, Jay Ldm, \rlctoxy, Victory to Rém. The
pmth hows and asks the guests to begin, While the gnests are
eating, the hogt goes mwp and down among the men guesis and the
hostess among the women guests, pressing “hem to cab and chiding
thiem for their want of appe etite, When dinner 18 over the f?uests
arc handed betelnut and | lenves, scented oils and powders are rabbod
on their arms, and garlands of flowers or nosegays arc placed in
their hands. Monoy s given o auch of the omc&,t% as belong fc
pricstly families, and in return they throw grains of rice over the
host’s head, who bows before them and reccives @ blessing. Their
holiday dishes are bundis, balls of gram flonr mixzed with sugar
and hotled m butter; besens, soiid balls of oram mixed with sugar
and boiled iu butter ; and dales, wheat bals boiled in butter ‘113&
mixed with sugar, raisins, bits of aln monds, and sugarcandy ; Lhdr
or boilod milk rmixed with sugar and pleces of cﬂmon(h ; Rgl:?k;bf(ﬂd
curds mized with sugar, nutmeg, affron, and bits of dlmondsg
koshar-bhat, vice cooked with supar, saflron, and almonds; winge-
bidit, vice cooked with batter and aplit brinjals; §9/b4, small cake of
W’am‘r flony fried in boiling butter and syrup., A sweeb eake called
chawda is peculiar to the Shenvis.

Brahmans take two meals a day. They do net dinc without
bathing and put on a silk robe which has not been tonched sinee it
was washed and dried. A Brihman who has been girt with the
sacred thread, before he begins to eat, offers some of the food to his
gods, and sprinkles a ring of water round his plate. He places
from three te five pinches of cocked rice mixed with butter on the
right side of his 1ea-Fpiaute, pours water on the rice, and pours a
spouqul on the palm of his right hand, sips it, and eats six pinches
ot rice, and then hegins to eat. Ab the cvening meal some
Vaighnavs do not place the pinches of rice on the ground ard do
not sip water or cat the pinches of rice.  All they do is to touch
their cyes with wafer, After their mecal 1s over, all Bréhmans
sip & spoontul of water and wash their hands and feet. During
dizner if fwo men tonch, and this often happens, they are polinted,
and have to apply water to the cyelids beiore again beginning to eab.
A few old orthodox Brihmsns do not eat again i1l the evening
or even till next day. If they choose they may avoid the fast by
eating dishes cfﬂﬁed phalihdr which have been cooked in butter.
Tn Lke manncr, 1 a server touches one who is dining, the server
has to throw away the dish and may not go into the cook-room

again #ill he has washed his hands and feet. Ixcept a wife, who
can eat from her husband’s plate, no one can eat out of a plate
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which has been uzed antil it s washed and cleancd. A used leaf.
plate 1s cast away.

At home a Brihman wears Wai;“*c’to*h On going out he winds
a searf or rumdl round his head, = puts on a COut a waisteoas,
and 2 sleeveless jacket. DBoth in and ont of iooz% the women
wear a robe and a bodice, Tho robeis pazsed round the waistand
the lowoer end drawn back bebween the foet and tucked nto the wailst-
band behind, the robe falling on cach side of the end that is drawn
back 80 as to hide the limbs nearly to the ankle.  The uy ‘l“crend of
the robe 1z drawn from the waist over the right shoulder snd iz
then passed across the bosom and tucked mito the waistband o the
Ieft side. The bodice hasn bhack ;md short glecves stopping above
the elbow. It is fastcned in a knot in the middle of the bosom.
Children under six are allowed to play about the hosge without
clothes,  Qut of doors boys and girls wear caps and coats reaching to
the knee. After six years of age a gird heging fo wear a robe. A
boy when he 1s nine or fon, that is after he has been oirt with the
sacred thread, wears o walsh in the house and a waisteloth
whon he goes out.  Before a Brdbman puts on a pew walstcloth
he rabs fnrmeric and red-powder on the corners at both ends, and
folding it lays il before the honse gods and prays them fo give hun
a bbitel garment next iime. Fmally before 10 18 worn the ncw
garment is somefimes lald across the back of & horsc.

Yellow robes with red silk borders and lace [ringes called pdials
are a favourite dress for women daring their hrst Pregnancy.
Red or crimson silk waistcloths with lace borders are worn both by
men and women on holidays. The rich have introduced petticoats.
Compared with the women the men wear few ornaments.  The men
wear the earring callod Olwkbdli, finger rings, the armlet called
poechs, and the nock ornaments ealled gop and kanthi. The boys wear
pearl earrings, finger rings, the bracelets called vilds and tomw, gold
or silver wamtdhuns, the g old necklaces called gops and kanthis, and
silver anklets. The Womon wear on their heads ndgs or cobras,
ketaks, chandrakors or MO0, and flowers or phuls mun(l the back
hair,  Somesimes the hair s me-uu} and allowed to hang down tuc
back with a number of {lowers braided with the halr. In the ear
they wear bugdis, balis, and karnaphuls. Thoir nose-rings are of tnme
kinds, a ring of twenty pearls called nath, a ring of four or fivo
pearls Cfl,lh,d gadi, and & ring with one Lu‘f% Do arl called s 1l
The neck ig the chief object of decoration.  The first ornament is
the lucky-thread or m{mgrdsfsﬁm which 13 tied to the bride’s neck
by the hugband at the time of the marriage. Other necklaces called
tilis are of many lkinds, geji-tikis gudin-tikis and vajra-tikis;
circles of gold coing, pulalis, jomdilisars, or chandrahdrs, are also
worn. Armlets called wdnkis and bdjubands are worn above the clbow,
and wristlets called pdtlis and fodds. A thick broad gold or silver
belt called palta clasps the walst and keeps the robe tight. Ankloets
of stlver called sarpolis and petjons adorn the fect, and silver rings
embellish the toes. Young children wear pearl carrings called
mukhs or mudis and chalafumbs or bhokhars.  The neck is adorned
with a eirclet called husli and qathdd of gold coing or pufalis in the
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middle of which are two tiger claws worked in gold. Ndgmurgis of
gold and silver are worn above the elbows and gold bindlis and
gunds round the wrists. In addition to these ornaments male
infants wear a gold or silver belt round the loins and anklets called
halgadeg and kalgadeg.  The infant’s cap or shulpeis adorned with
three gold flowers, and on the lap is fastened an arbeli or padak,

studded with precious stones, Most of a Brabman’s savings are

invested 1n ornamoents,

A Brabman rises early, washes his hands and face, and repeats
verses. He goes to the backyard, plucks some flowers and basil
leaves for the gods, and attends to his business till ten or eleven.
When Le comes home he bathes, repeats prayers, worships his house
gods, and dines. After dinner he takes a short nap, attends to his
business, visits some neighbouring tewmple, and returns home in
the evening, When supper is ready he washes his hands and feet,
prays, eats, and goes to bed between nine and ten. A woman rises
early, sweeps the house, draws watber, arranges the vessels in the
cook-room, removes the bedding, and lights a fire. She combs her
hair, marks her brow with red.powdcer, puts on her nose and ear-
rings, and bathes. She puts things in order in the god’s room,
arranges the vessels of worship, rubs sandalwood to powder, and
cooks. When dinner is ready she serves 1t to the people of the
hounge, and after they have dined bows to the house gods and dines.
She removes what s left, cowdungs the hearth and the dining place,
and washes the cooking and dining vesscls, plates, and cups. She
then washes the waisteloths robes and bodices, and perhaps the
children’s clothes, and prepares cotton wicks and leafplates. After
a short nap, she sets to work again, cleaning rice, cutiing vegetables,
cocking and scrving supper, supping, cowdunging the place where
supper was eaten, and cleaning vessels, and then goes to bed.

The enstoms of the Belgaum Brahmans differ Little from those of
the Dhdrwir Brahmans which are given in the Dharwér Statistical
Account. In religion, Brdhmans are either Vaishnavs or Smérts.
Vaishnav men mark their brow, shoulders, and chest with lines and
marks of the conch-shell and discus in yellow sandalweod or
gopi-chendan earth. They daily mark their bodies with special
metal seals bearing Visknuw's shell and discus. Smért men mark
the brow with a single or double level line of sandal and Vishnav
men with a single upright line of gopi-chandan. They also mark the
shoulders and chest with level lines. The wives of Vaishnavs mark
the brow with an vpright and the wives of Smérts with a level line
of red-powder or kunku. They rnb their cheeks and arms with
turmeric at the time of bathing to give the skin a yellowish tinge.
Both married and unmarricd women are careful to rub the brow
with red-powder. Widows are not allowed to nse cither furmeric or
red-powder. Their heads are shaved, and, if they are Vaishnavs,
the brow iz marked with an up-and-down line- of charcoal or
gopi-chandan carth. Their priests are Brdhmans whom they treat
with great respect. They observe all the Hindu fasts and feasts and
make pilgrimages to Benares, Rameshvar, Venkatraman, aud Giri or
the mountain of Venkatraman in the Madras Presidency. The head
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of the Vaishnav Brahmans is Madhvdchdrya and of the Smirts is
the Shankardchdrya. These two pontiffs settle all religious disputes.
They send their boys to school and are well off.

Writers include three castes with a strength of 426 or 0°03 per
cent of the Hindu population. Of these 98 f'lmleb 52, fomales 46)
were Kdyasth Prabhus; 284 (males 162, females 122) Mudlidrs or
Valalans ; and 44 {males 20, females 24 ¥Ndidus.

Ka'yvasth Prabhus arcreturned as numbering ninety-eight and
as found chicfly in Belgaum and Chikodi. T hreo families who are
settled 1n Pérgad in Khan’mur arc said to bave been brought by Shivdji
from the Kolaba district.  One of these three familios has the tile of
Subhedér, and enjoys certain cash allowances.  'lhe other Kayasth
Prabhus, who are in Govermment service, are all from the Koldba
district. They have nosabdivisions. T'he local Kdyasths are darker
and stronger than those of Koldba or Ratndgiri, The men wear the
headsearf, or rumal, insiead of the turban; in other respects their
dress does not differ from that of their castermen in the Konkan, They
speak Marathi and have no separate dialect.  They eat fish, mutton,
and game, but not demestic fowls. They are elean, neat, and hard-
working, hospitable and fond of show and pleasnre. Most of them
are landowners, and & few who have come from Koeldha are in
Government service.  Their houschold deities are Khandoba and
Bhavani  Deshasth Brdhmans are their family priests. Caste
digputes are settled according o the opuvon of the majority of
the castemen. The Svami of Senkeshvar is their religions teacher
or guri. They burn their dead, forind widow marriage, and shave
their widows’ heads, They sond their boys to school and are a
prosperous clags,

Mudlia'rs or Valalans are returned as namberivg 284 and as
found chiefly in the town and sub-division of Belgamu. Thf-y are
somewhat dusky in colour varying from light brown to nearly black,
They are smaller and weaker than L111f>¢3'a*== The hair iz always
black and the eyes biack, bright, and intelligent. Their howe
tongue 18 Tamil. Theyare olu;m neat, hardw orki ing, wober, thrifty,
even-tempered, hospitable, and OL\HCLI}. A Mudligr is most kind to
his relations. I he is prosperous, relations flock to him from all
sides and take np theiwr abode Wiﬂ‘ him.  Most Mudhdrs are land-
owners. But they will not toush the plough it they can help it,
and, ag a rale, do all field-work W"lth the h(ﬂp ofhired labour. Some
are DlCl“Chdntb) shopkeepers, Government servants, messengers, and
domestic servants.  The Commissariat Departmentis full of Mudlidrs.
Except a few of the rich who own large and comfortable buildings,
their houses are simple and small. They eat rice, vegetables, fish,

‘mntton, and fowls, and drink liguor. The mev wear a waistcloth,

a shouldercloth, and a coloured sumdl or headcloth. The women
wear a shortsleeved bodice and a coloured robe fouricen to cighteen
feet long, covering the body from the feet to the neck. They wear
precions stones and pearlsin the carg, pearlsinthenose,goldnecklaces
and bracelets, and silver anklets and foe-rings. Even the poorest
must wear an ornament in the car. Widows dressin white. Whena
child is born, the family priest is sent fov and prepares the horoscope.
5 %013
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On the twelfth or thirtoonth day the priest is called, and the

child is named. The parcuts sit on the ground, and the mother
takes the child in her arms. 'The name is repcated thrice; an

‘offering is wade to the family god; the family priest receives a

present and castefellows are given a feast. Girls are generally
married botsween eight'and nine, but sometimes not nntil they have
come of age. When a man is on the point of death, his relations
press forward, put a basil leaf and a fow drops of water inio his
mouth, and shout the name of God. This is sa3d to be done in the
hope that the dying person may go to heavon. When life is
gone the eldest son washes the head and anoiuts it with oil. The
body is wrapped in a now cloth, stretched on a litter, and rico and
betelnut are laid in  the mouth. The women weep and the cldest
son walks in front of the bier holding by a string a pot with fire.
Between the chief mourner and the bier come mausicians. Ouly men
join the foncral party. 1f the dend was a porson of position, cloths are
gpread on the ground over which the procession passes, the picees
being at once picked up ard laid again in front. At the burning
ground fho body iz laid on the funcral pile with the feet to the
south, so thai the head may point to the north. The mournors
thrico throw & few grains of rice over the corpse’s mouth. The
chief inourner walks thrice round the pile with a lighted torch in
his hand and an earthen waterpot on his shonlder. Ho thrusts the
lighted torch into the north cng of the pile, and lets the waterpot
fall so that it brenks and the water is spilt. The chief mourner
bailies in  running stream or river, and gues straight home without
locking back. If he looks back it is belioved that his father’s sin
will come on his head. Iiived corpse-burncrs do whaii more is
required for the burning of the body. Oun the noxt day the chiof
mourner, with relations and friends, goes to the burning ground,
gathors the bones and ashes, washes them, ponrs milk over them, and
places them in a small carthon pot. This pot is cithor carried to
the nearest stream, or sent to some sacred river and buried in its
sandy bed. Mourning lasts for sixteen days. Daring this time only
one meal a day i eaten. On the seventeenth tho caste is feasted, and
overy twelvo months a memorial feast is held, when Brahmans are
fed and presented with clothes. The Mudlidrs are a religious
people and have images of their gods in their houses. They treat
their pricsst who are Brdhwmans with respect. The Mudlidrs
formerly had a strong caste organization, and scttled social disputes
at mectings of the men of the caste. Of lato this systom of caste
settlement has fallen inio disfavour, and most disputes are settled in
the law courts. '.l'he’y are ir easy circumstances, not scrimped for
food or for clothes. They save at ordinary timos, but their marriago
and other special expenses swallow their savings. Thoy send their
boys to school and take to now pursuits. On the whole they are a
rising people.

Na'idus, numbering forty-four, are found only inBelganm, They
came into the district from Madras about forty years ago in search of
work. They have no subdivisions. They are strong and woll-made,
and in cokur and features do not differ from Mudlisrs. Their home
speech is Andhra or Telngn, Most of them live in honses of the
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better sort, with walls of brick and tiled roofs. Their staple food is
rice and Indian mille, but they eat fish, mutton, fowls, and game,
and drink liguor. They dresslike Mudlidrs. They are hardwerking,
even-tempered, hogpitable; and orderly. They are writers, traders,
and shopkeepers, and as English clerks write a good hand, They
eat and meet soctally on an equal footing with the Mudlidrs, but
they do not marry with them. They worship all the ordinavy
Brahmanic gods, and their family god is Venkatraman. They
aspect Brahmans and employ them as priests, calling them to
aduact their chief ceremonies. They observe all Hindu holidays
fasts. Their costoms are the samé as those of the Mudliars.
- -re hound together as a hody. Caste disputes are settled by
wan called Desdl Shetti, who is chosen from among the
‘n consultation with the headman of the Mudlidr caste.
is not hereditary, a man 1s chosen becanse of his reputa-
se and wisdom. They send their children to school and

slass.

‘nelude eight castes V‘Vith a strength of 48,837 or 617
e Hindu population. The iollowmg table gives the

Brigavy TRADERs.

| | 7
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and to liguor-drinking since their arrival in Belgaum. All smoke
tobacco and some smoke hemp. It is the cost and not any religious
scruple that prevents them regularly eating animal food. They are
hardworking, honest, sober, thrifty, even-tempered, hospitable, and
orderly. They are grain-sellers and grain-parchers, selling rice, millet,
wheat, pulse, sugar, oil, and parched grain. They buy from Gujars
and other wholesale dealers. Their boys begin as apprentices and at
twelve years of age know their work thoroughly. Their ocoupation
is steady, neither improving nor falling. Wedding and otherspscie
expenses have thrown some of them iz debt. They borrow at abc
twelve per cent a year. They do not differ in religion or cust
from the Ndrvekars. Their house gods are Négesh, Ravalnaih
Lakhsmi, whose temples are in Goa. Their priests are D
Brahmans to whom they show much respect ; their religiov

the Shankardchdrya of Sankeshvar. They either bury o

dead. They form an organized social body settlin

according %o the opinion of the majority. They send t

school till they are aboat twelve. They do not take te

but are steady and fairly presperous.
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they have gam



Karnidtak.)
BELGAUM. 101

Gujara’t Va'nis, generally called Gujar Véuis, with a strength
of 102, are scattered over the district and are settled in large
numbors in Chikodi. Most of them have been in the district for three
generations. They are of middle size, fair, strong, and bealthy,
Their home tongue is Gnjardti mized with Hindust4ni, and besides
their home tongue moss of them speak both Hindustdni and Mardthi,
They arc active, hardworking, sober, thrifty, and hospitable. They
aro loss exacting and more popular than Mérwér Vénis. They live
as shopkeepers, grocers, moneylenders, pearl-merchants, grain and
cloth dealers, and sellers of butter, oil, and other miscellaneous
articles, Many Gujardt shopkcepera are permunently seftled in
Belgaum villages. A few who have become lundowners do not till
with their own hands, but employ field labourers whose work
they supervise. Except helping in village shops, the women
and children add nothing to the men’s earnings. Most of
them live in good two-storicd houses with walls of stone and
tiled roofs, Their houses are clean and well kept and the walls aro

ainted with bright fantastic colours. ‘They are strict vegotarians.
.P['hoy have servants and clerks and keep cows aud buffalocs. The
clerks usually belong to their own caste. When castemen are not
available they employ Brdbwmans or gualified men of any of the other
higher local castes. A clork’s salary varicsfrom £10 to£12 (Rs.100-
~120) a year, which is paid cither in a lump sure or in instalments
every three or four months. A clerk keops the accounts and writes
the khatdvnz or daybook. They sometimes act as their masters’
agents buying and sclling goods for him. A clerk generally enters
a trader’s servico about éighteon and has finished his training by
twonty-four, The men wear the small tightly-wound Gujarit Véni
tarban or a headscarf, along coat, a waistcloth, and a shoulder-
cloth. Except the turban there is no difference betwoen the dress
of the Gujarét and the local trador. The women draw the upper
end of the robe over the left instead of over tho right shoulder, and
not tack the skirt back hetween the foet. Thaoy are cither Shravdks
that is Jains, or Meshris that is Vaishnavs of the Vallabhdchsirya sect.
The Gujarit Jains donot dino or have any social interconrse with the
Belganm Jains. Both classes are strougly opposed to the destruction
of life. They keep marriage relations with Gujardt and spond large
gums in marrying their chaldren, Marriages are generally colebrated
in Belgaum, but when thcy cannot get a suitable local match they
go to Gujardt. Most of their savings are spen$ on their children’s
i Though they do not allow widow marriage, they do

not always enforce the rule that a widow’s head should be
shaved. The marricd dcad are burnt and the unwarried dead are
buried. When & death occurs in a family the female relations and
caste women beat their broasts, They have their own Gujardt
Bréahman pricsts who generally live in their houses. Gujardt Vénis

keep most Hindu fasts and feasts, and during the Divdli holidays in

November worship the goddess Lakshmi in their shops. They have
a caste conncil and settle social disputes according to the decision
of the majority of castemon generally. They send their boys to
school and are a well-to-do people.

Jains are returned as numbering 44,991 and as found all over
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the district, chiefly in large villages. They are divided into Shetvals,
Chaturtharus, Bogérs, and Panchams, who cat togother but do not
intermarry. DBoth men and women look like Tingdyats. ‘ho men
wear a tuft of hair on the crown of the head and shave the moustacho
but not the beard or whiskers. ‘Thoy rub savdal-ashes on their
brow and wear the sacred thread. The womon mark their brow with
red-powder and wear the lacky marriage-string or mangalsuira. The;
speak Xdnarose. They arc clean, noat, hardworking, hospitable, an
timid. They arc morchants, traders, husbandwmen, and lnbourers, and
s few arc in Governmont soervice. Most Jains live in bouses of the
botter class two storeyes high and with walls of brick. They rear
cows, buiffaloes, oxen, and horses, and havo metal vessels in their
honses. 'They seldom use Baropean articles of furniture.  Their daily
food is Indian millet, bread, rice, vegotables, milk, and cards. "They
do not touch assalwtida. They oat ouly in the daytime Leforo sunsct,
The men wear silk or woollon waisteloths while cooking, dining, and
worshippivg the house gods. ‘I’he men dress in a waistcloth, a coat,
and a headscarf, and a second waisteloth hangs from their shonlders.
The women wear a bodice and a robe without passing the skirt back
betwoen the feet. On the fifth day after tho birth of a child tho
goddess Satvdiis worshipped, and on thoe thirtoenth the child is named
aud the caste poople arefeasted. Doring the first year of a boy’s life
his head is shavoed excopta tuft of hair on the crown.  In'his seventh
your the munj or thread-coremony is performod whon the boy is girt
with the sucred thread., A gud should be marvied after she is four
and before she comes of age. Belrothal ig coufirmed by the . boy’s
parents prosenting tho girl with an ornament, and aftor this the
marriago cercmony can be performed at any time before the girl
comes of age. Before the wedding a cercmony culled bhdstugr is
obsorved aud sugnr sud packets of botelnut and lenves are offorod
to relations awd [riends. The bride and bridegroowm are robbed
with turmerie on tho day before the mairiage, and in the evening «
coromony called boundary-worship or sinwedpuye is performed
when tho boy iz visited by tho givl’'s parents, worshipped, and
sented with clothos and ornaments. Beforo tho timo appointed
or joining hands the houso gods are worshipped and tho boy and girl
at their howes are rubbed with turmeric and bathed four timos
in hot water. Then the boy is seated on & horse and with music
and a party of relations and fricnds goes to the girl’s house. Here
the priests repeat vorses and ihe gunests throw rice mixed withred-
powder on the heads of the boy and girl, and the couple throw
garlands of flowers round cachother’s necks. "The fostivities last for
aweck among tho rich, sumptuous dinnors being given daily to
relations, fricnds, and castofellows, and, surrounded by a number
of women, the boy and girl daub one another with sandal and red-
g)wder and play games of Inck with betelouts, The expensos vary
m £100 (Ra.1000) among the rich to £2 (Rs.20) among the
cor, with whova marriage jasts only a day or two days at most. They
arn their dead. Ou tho third day they gather the ashesand bones
and throw thom into ariverortho noarest atream. On tho tenth day
rice balls are offered to crows. On the twelfth and thirteenth days
relations and castefellows are feasted. The higher classes, such as
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merchignts and traders, do not aliow widow marriage, but husbandwen
and lJabourera practise it frecly. The Jain widow is stripped of her
banglos butb her head is not shaven.  Darving ier monihly sickness
a worann is held impare for four days and is purified by bathing in
water.! The Shetvils and Chaturtharus are greatly devoted vo the
worship of Vithoba of Pandharpurand Tuijdpur, The Panchams are
tho followers of Lakmoshvae Svémi who lives at Kolhdpur., The
Teachier or guru of the Shetvdly is Dimuadea Kirtik who lives at

Hombad near Honavar, and ihe Teacher of the Bogdrsis Balutkérgun .

who lives at Mdlkhod in the Nizdm’s dominions. The Chaturtharus’
Teachors have their Load-gnariers at Kurmudvad thirty-five miles
wost of Athni. T'he Jains have their own priosts and do not employ
Brahmwans. They fast on the cighth aud fourteenth day of every
fortnight, and keep the regular Iindu holidays.  They do not admit
men o% other castes into their community.  1f any ono of then cats
or intermarrics with any one who is not a Jain he is excomnmanicated,
Fach of ihe four locat communities, Shetvils, Chaturtharus, Bogérs,
and I’anchams, has its own. Teucher or sedini who bas powor to fine or
oxcommmonicate. Those who are put out of caste may rejoin it by
the payment of a fine. A few Jains send their boys toschool. Asa
class they arc woll-to-do.

Kalvaris, with a strength of soveniy-seven, aro found in the town
of Belgaum, They came into the district about forty ycars ago from
Cawnpur in Uppor Inddin.  They Jive in houses of the botter sort with
walls of mud and tiled roofs. Their staple [ood is rice, wheat, pulse,
butter, and vegetables.  They eaf fish and tho flesh of sheep, goats,
pigeons, and partridges,  They eat animal food on holidays and at
any other time when they aro able to pay forit. They drink eountry
and foroign liqnor and sraoke tobacco.  The men dress like Kanbis,
the only peenbarity being thas they pass hoth cnds of the waisteloth
betwecn their legs. Formerly they wove a headscarf or phela, &
cap, or a turban folded after the Marwdri fashion ; they have now
u,d‘;ptcxl tho Mardlba style. The women wear a short bodice and
petiicont ovor which they rolla robe orsidi drawing oneend across the
righi shonlder, The women mark their brows with red-powder or
kwnku, and wear glass bangles but not the lncky neckluce or mengal.
sutre, ‘They sve cleawn, noat, and bhardworking, but hot-tempored.
‘They are monoylonders and moessengers.  They worship the ordinary
Brahmavic and Joeal gods, aud pay special respect to Mahdder. They
have no images in their houses. Thoir Rricsts arc Suarvariya Brah-
mans to whom they show much vespeet. Thoy keep the usual Hindu
holidays. Thoy have no spiritual head or guide, but bave faith in
Incky and unlucky days regarding whick they consult their priests.
They name their children on the day of birth. When a girl becomes
ten or twelve years old, hor father scoks a Lusband for her of not
more than sixtoon years of ago. Whenu ho finds & suitable lad he goes
to the lad’s father and they talk over tho matéer in company with near
relations and friends. Aftor they have settled the sum to be given to
tho boy, which varies from £10 to £50 (Rs. 100-500), the girl’s father

N 1 Fuller details of Jain customs and religion arve given in the DhirwAr Statistical
Account,
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hands packeis of betclnut and leaves and retires. Next the girl’s
parents send 2s. (Re. 1), 3d. (} anna), a piece of turmeric root, aud
some betelnut and leaves to the boy’s parents, and the marriage i3
considered settled. Ona lucky day both the boy and girl are rubbed
with tnrmeric at their howes and at the lucky moment a cloth is held
between them and the priest repeats marvinge verses, and rice is
thrown on their hoads. Puckets of betelnut and leaves are handed
round and the pricst retires.  Two or three days after a feasi is held,
baut the parents of the bride never cat at the bridegroom’s house.
‘When a Kalvari dies the chicf mourner has his moustache shaved on
the ninth duy if the dead is a fennle, and on the tenth day if the dead
is amale. On tho thirtcenth afeast is given to the castemen, They
arc bound togother as a body, and scttle social dispuates sccording to
the opinion of the majority of the men. They send their children to
school, taking away their girls at ten and their boys at fifteen. They
are a weli-to-do class,

Komftis, with a sirength of 158, are found in small numbers
over the wiolo disvrict. 'They ave said to have come to Belgsam
from Madras. They call themselves Vaishyas, As a class they are
dark, strong, and regular festurod. Their home tongne is Telugu,
They are hardworking, even-tempered, thrilty, and hospitable. They
deal in grain, spices, clothes and jewols, act as moncychangers,
make nocklaces of aweci basil beads, make snuff, till, and work as
writers and clerks. In poor famnilies the elder women help in the
shop, stilch. leafplates, and parch pulse. Fow Kowatis wear tho sacred
thread and somo like tho Lingavats bang a ling round iheir necks,’
They allow polygawy, and forbid widow marriage, bui seldom forco
the widow to shave her head. Their headman, who is called sheft,
is required to be present at all their coremonies, e settles their
social disputes in accordance with tho opinion of the majority of
the men. Komitis send their boys to school, and are a rising class.

Ma'rva’dis, or MArwAR Vinis, aro o small community numbering
about fifty scattered over the district. Thoy say they have come
from Mé4rwér for trade purposes within the last fifty yoars. They are
of two main divisious, Shravaks or Juins and Meshris or Vaishnavs,
who neither eat togother nor intormarry., Tho mon wear a Jock of
hair curling over each temple and a top-knot. They formerly wora
beards, but of late they havo taken to shaving the face except
tho moustache. They speak a littlo Kdnarese and Marathi, but tieir
home tongueis Mdrwari. Thoey are hardworking, miserly,and sober.,
They are notorions usurers and wunscrupulous in their dealings.
Husbandmon who fall into their powor are genorally treated without
consideration or pity. They deal in cloth, grain, and spices, but
the chief source of their profits is moneylending. They live in
houses generally. one storey high, with walls of brick and siones
and tiled roofs. They have ceutile and servants generally XKunbis or
Musalmdns, whom thoy pay €s. to 12s. (Rs.3-6) a month. The
bave also a clerk or two, a man of their own caste, who is paid £;
10s. to £20 (Rs. 75-200) a year. They are strict vegetarians and
drink no liqguor. The men dress in small tightly-wound red and
vellow or pink tarban, a tight-fitting fulltailed coat, and a waistcloth,
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The women wear an open-backed bodice, a petticoat and a robe or
edni, whose upper end 1s drawn from the band of the petticoat
and falls like a veil over the left side of the head and face. They
wear a gold armlet above the etbow and gold and bone bracelets.
To marry their boys many go to their native country and give the
girl’s parents £10 to £100 (Rs.100-1000). A week to three weeks
before a marriage the bridegroom’s and bride’s parents form
separate processions called bindoris, and move through the streets.
They burn their dead. They do not allow widow warriage, but
do not shave their widows’ heads. The Shrdvaks are said to
worship Vishnu and Baldji, as well as their own saints or Tirthankars,
They have their own Marwdr Brihmans, who officiate as priests in
their honses and perform their religions cercmonies. They fast on
the second, sixth, eighth, and tentk day of the first fortnight of
Bhidrapad or September, and keep the leading Hindu holidays.
Their social disputes are settled at meetings of the castemen. They
teach their boys thomsclves, and are well-to-do, carrying away large
fortuncs when they return to their native couatry.

Na'rvekars, or inhabitants of Narve in (loa, are returned as
numbering 2102, ard as fonnd in Khdndpur, Belgaum, Sampgaon,
Chikodi, and Parasgad. They are said to have come into the
dustrict about twe hundred years ago for purposes of trade. They
call themselves Vaishyag, and have no subdivisions. They are fair
and their women are well-made. They speak Konkan-Mardthi,
and live in sabstantial buildings with tiled roofs. The well-to-do,
among the men, and ail the women dress like Brdhmans and the
poover men like Mardthds. Their staple food is rice, pulse, and
Indian millet-bread, bub they eat fish and flesh and drink liguor.
They cat twice a day st noon and between eight and nine at night.
They are clean, hardworking, sober, and hospitable. They are
moneylenders and grocers, dealing in clarified butter and cloth.
Some of them parch rice, and make and sell sweetmeats, while
others are husbandmen. Their women and their children of sixteen
end over help them in their work, and they generally have small
sums of money at their credit. They do not work as labourers.
They name their children when they are twelve days old, clip their
boys” hair for the first time when they are between two and five,
and invest them with the sacred thread at the time of marriage.
They marry their girls before they come of age, and their boys
generally before they are twenty. They do mnot allow widow
marriage.  They are Shaivs and worship Mahddev, Ganpati,
Bhagvati, Kanakadevi, Yellamma, Rémling, Venkatpati, Mhélsa, and
Tuokai. The ordinary Mardtha Brahmans are their priests. They
keep all Hindu fasts and feasts, and make pilgrimages to Benares,
Gokarn, Mahdbaleshvar, and Yellamma in Belgaum. Tu common with
other Hindus, they belicve in soreery, witeheraft, and soothsaying.
Pebty disputcs are setiled by the men of the caste. More serious
matters,as when a widow becomes pregnant, when a girl comes of age
before she is married, and when a member of the caste eats with a
verson of another caste, ave referred to the Svami of Sankeshvar

‘hen he visits the district in his yearly tour. The Nérvekars send
eir boys to school, and are a rising class,
B 80—14
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Husbandmen include thirtecen classes, with a sirength of 208,074
or 2629 per cent of the Hindu popnlation.  The following statement
gives the detalls:

Bereavy Huspaxnyes,

(1485, Males, Females:

H |
Total, || CDASS, j Mades. Iema Iesf
I

| Chhatris L TI26 0 TI63 - 14,280 Mardthés

\

_ ‘ ‘ 70,358 | 58,944
I Grrays 605 To4 0 1402 5 Mithgdvdis 4 ..
! 5 LboTosG 7083 | 34,049 | Radis Toswes | mar
| 11 3 10 || Rajputs 1342 | 1354
: Inllnmrw\ i 56 4 9 Th L hilivis St L v
; Wunbis o 215460 211056 | 42,651 :
| Lamins 5o 414 07 ‘——— e
\L(m{lris 269 OB 498 | Total 105,051 | 103,023 | 208,074 I

Chhatris, or Khetris, are returned as numbering 14,289 and
as found all over the district. They seem to be long sottl( d in the
district and are said fo have no tradition of any former home.  They
have no subdivisions, Families having the same surname do not
INtermarry. They are dark and tall and speak Kdnarese. Most
of them live in thatched huts and dress hL(, cullivating Mardthds.
Their staple food 1s Indian milled bread, rice, pulse, Lnd \etromblos 3
but they E’Lt fish and the flesh of goats, &heep domestic fowlu and
game. The monthly food expenses of a family of six is about 16s.
(Rs. 8). They are cloan but hot- tempered, and ‘work as husbandmen,
village scrvants, and lIabourers.  Their custoras do mnot differ
from those of Knnbis with whom they eat.  Their family gods are
Venkoba and Marat, and their m‘lenlq ave Deshusth Brahmans.
They keep the usnal Hiudn holuhy\_ and fast either on Saturday or
on Sunday.  Their social disputes are settled by meetings of the
castemen.  They do not send their beoys to school nor take to new
pursuits, but are a steady class.

Gurave are veturued as numbering 1402 and as found chiefly in
Athni, Chikedi, and Gokak,  They are strong and well-made with
regular features,  The mon wear the top-mmr but neither the beard
nor whiskers.,  Tho hom mpocch of most of the Guravs s Kdnarese,
but those in Khindgpur, Belgaum, and Chikodi spoak Mavdthi.
They are honest, sober, even-tempered, and ho::pi?:ﬂ.ﬂe. SOmC 8CIve
ab the shrines of the village gods and live on the villagers’ offerings
of food and gramn. At harvest time the villagers give them a small
ghare of the gram. A few hold rent- free lands in voturn for
pez’mrmmo the service in coriain temples. They arc husbandien
and mnsiciang, beating drums and playing fiddles.  They accompany
dancing-girls when f_-hz_y go to perform on festive occasions, and also
teach thom to sing and dance. A majority of them live by selling
leafplates, which Ihey supply withont charge to public servants on
tour and to vilagers who give them a share of the crop.  Their
womon and childeen help thew in their work,  Some keop cows and
ghe-buffaloes, and sell milk and butter. Thelr houses are small
and illfurmished, with nothing but a few earthen pots and one o
two blanketsand waisteloths,  They neither eat flesh nor drink lignor
Their staple food consists of Indian mullet, rice, vegetables, ar
pulse. Indoors the men wear a waistcloth, and out of doors t}
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draw u sceond cloth over the shoulders, and either wear a turbaa or
roll & handkerchict round the head. Thelr womoen wear the robe
and bodice, bat do not pass the end of the rohe between the {ect.

The average monthly vxon omses of o fanuly of six vary from 1ds. to
£1 (Rs.7 lt)\ They worship the goddess Pachvi or Satvdi on the
fifth day after the birth of o %111 and name the child on the
thirtecenth, Their marviace enstoms arve the same a3 those of Gondhlis,
Briahmans officiabe at their arriages, They allow widow marriage.
They hurn their dead and th Wm’ tlm ashes Info a ruuning stream on
the thir d day.  They offor o ball of rice to the cvows on the tenth,

and perform the shadddha cor exmony on the clev em:h or tv»(,iit,h
when they feast the caste. Thoy ave o religious nmpn* Their chief

o

b -

gods are Shiv, Vishnn, Ravalndth, and Marati. Their nricsts are
the ordipary I\_\ur';itha Brahmaas They do not becomne ascetics,
They have ne gurns oF religious teacher, and they never go on
pilgrimage.  They say they do not belivve o sorcery or witchoraft,
but tuy have {uith in soo thauying,  The loeal scothsayers are
generally learned Deccan Bt‘uh'ﬂhﬂlb, well vorsed o astronomy, who
arc consulted in cases of sickness. The ey kecp the usual Hinda
holidays. 'Fhey have no headman and sestle their disputes at
meetings of the castemen.  Thoey do not send thewr boys to schoot
aud are a falling people.  The demand for their leafplates hus of
late greatuly fallen as most people now make thelr own plates.
Hanbars ave returned as numbering 14,169 and as found all
over the district. They are numerous in the hilly fracts of
Belgawm, Khandapur, and Chikodi.  Of late they have been obliged
to live 1 or near villages in consequence of the spread of reseorved
forests. 'Thoy are divided wnte Hosa or New Hanbars and Hale or Gld
Hanbars who cat together and intermarry. They are darlk, tall, and
strong, with regalar fealures, thin lips, high nose, and lunk han' Th(—}
men wear the top-knot often in = mfmtted stmte, and the moustache,
Their home tongue 1s Marathi. They generally live in houses with
thatched roofs and walls of wooden meLmu Thoge living in
villagres dress Ike Kunbis and those in the hilly tracts i a loin-
(,loth, a waisicioth, and a small plece ot dnbh rolled roand the head.
Their staple food 15 rice, jodei, and rdgr or sdve bread, but they eat
fish and flesh and drink hignov.  They smoke genjo and both chew
and smoke tobacco. They ure dirty and hot-tempered, but thrifty
and hopest. BSome keep cows and she-buffaloes, the cows worth
£1 to £2 (Bs. 10-20) and the buffaloes £2 o £3 (R, 20-30).
They sell milk and butter. Those whe livein villages and in the
eastern parts of the district are either husbandmen or day-labourers.
The labourcrs are paid by the day cither in cash at the rate of 3d.
(2 us.) for aman, 23d. (11 as.) for a woman, and 13d. (1 an.) for a child
over thu’t(,en ; when paid 1o grain it is generally Indhm millet at the
daily rate of 4.6 pounds ('7'-3 shers). The Hanbars are poasant-
holders, under-holders, and ficld-labourers. They grow both
watered and dry crops. They are skiltul husbandmen being helped
by their women and their children of over iwelve or thirteen.
Their hounsehold gods are Mdruti and Yellamma. Their family
priests are Deshasth Brahmans who officiate at thelr marriages, and
are consulted for lucky days and names for their children. They
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say they do not belicve in witcheratt or sorcery, but have faith in
soothsaying. When a soothsayer is consulted a packet of betelnut
and leaves and a copper coin or two are laid before him, and he opens
hig book and after poudermg over it gives an answer ’l‘Le Hanbars
fast on 1‘1‘1dav, and keep the usual hindu holidays. They have no
beadman and settle social disputes at meetings of the castomen.
They do not send their boys to scheol and as 2 clags are poor and
unprosperous.

Ka'ma'this,! with a strength of nineteen, arc found only in
Belgaum. ’i‘h(,y say that they came from the Madras Karnatak about
sixty years ago in search of food. They haveno subdivisions. They
look like Marathds and speak Telugu ab home and Marathi cut of
doors. They live in small houscs with walls of mud and tiled roofs.
Their houses are neither neat nor clean and they rear no useful or
pet animals.  They are great eaters but not good coocks.  Their every-
day food is rice, Indian millet, pulse, and vegefables. Whenever
they can afford to get them, thev cat fish and the flesh of goats,
sheep, hogs, and domestic cmél game birds. Their only caste feasts
are ab the fime of weddings. They are excessively fond of liguor,
drinking both country and foreign spirits.  All smoke tobacco and
spme bmoke hemp. The men wear a top- -knot, moustache, and
whiskers ; and the women tie their hair in @ knob at the back of
the head and neither decorate it with flowers nor use false hair.
Neither men nor women are neat or clean in their dress. The
men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf or rumdl, a shouldercloth, and
a short coat; and the women a shorisleeved bodice and a robe or
lugade whose end they do not draw back between the feet.  Their
family gods are Venkoba and Mdruti. They respect Bribmans and
call them to conduct their chief ceremonies at the time of birth,
marriage, puberty, and death. Their Bridhman pricsts are either
Karhddds or Deshasths. They keep the regular Hindo holidays,
and fast on the elevenths of Asiddh in July. 'They do nol make
pilgrimages. They believe in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and
unlucky days. Their customs do not differ from those of Kunbis.
They allow widow marriage and bury their decad. They are bonnd
together as a body and their social disputes are settled ab mass
meetings of the caste. They do not send their boys to schocl and
are a poor class.

Kulmarus, or Irox-workers, from knlurie the Kdnarese for
forge, with a strength of seventy-five, are found in Khénédpur and
Sampgaon.  They have no subdivisions and speak Mardthi., They
look like Kunbis, the men wearing the top-knot and the moustache.
They livein small houses with walls of mud and thatched roofs,
They rear cows, bullocks, and buffaloes. Their staple food is Indian
millet or rdchni. They eat fish and flesh, drink liquor, and smoke
tobacco. The men wear a headscarf or rumdl, a shouldercloth, and

! The word Kamdthi is snpposed to come from bdm work and o mean 2 labourer,
But there are many classes of Y {amdthis of all positions and occupations from Brahmansg
to Mhdrs. The name zeems te come from Komometh s fract in the Nizdam's
dominions.



Karnitak.]
BELGAUM, 109

a loincloth. or luiygoti. The women wear & bodice and a robe whose
end they do wnot pass back between the fecet. They are dirty and
untidy, but hardworking aud orderly. They have given up thewr
old cratt of iron-smelling and work as husbandmen, some being
under-holders and others fleld-labourers.  Theilr women help in
the fields. They rank below Kunbis who do not eat from them.
They respect Brahmans and call them to conduct their birth and
marriage ceremontes. they worship the ordinary Drdhimanic and
Iocal gods and their bouschoid deity is Yellamuia. They keep the
regnlar Hinda hkolidays but do not fast or go on pilgrimage.
They believe in soothsaying and witcheraft and their customs do
not differ from those of Kunbiz. They bury the dead and allow
widow marriage, They are boued together as a body and settle
gocial disputes at caste meetings.  They do not send their boys to
school and are a poor class.

Kunbis' are returned as nuwbering 42,650 and as found in the
Athni, Belganm, Chikods, and Khandpur sub-divisions, They are
divided into Konkanis also konown as Detale or Kale Kunbis and
Marathds also called Kunbis proper or Kulvddis. The Kulvidis eat
from the Kiles, but the Kdles do not eab from the Knlvadis. They
do not intermarry. “he Detale or Kale Kunbis are found only in
Khénapur into which they seem o have come from North Kdnara,
where their caste is numerous, They speak Kovkani, the common
speech in the neighbouring sub-division of Supa in North Kdnara
and in Goa.

The names in common nze for men of the Detale Kunbi caste are,
Bébi, Govind, Gangdpa, Hihu, Jdna, Néru, Phondu, Punna, Rém,
Shaba, Tepdna and Yenku; and for women, Bhiagirthi, Chimna,
Duvirki, Gangdl, Janks, Manks:, Rédmdi, Remani, Sdwmni, Umi, and
Yesu., They contract marriages only with' certain families which
have been fixed by their forefathers. Their house gods are silver
or copper plates called #idkis with embossed huranlike ficures. The
names of the deities are Birdmani, Panchmdya, and Sdteri,

The Mardthi or Kulvddi Kunbis seem to have come from the
Marathi-gpeaking districts of the Deccan. Their home specch is
Mardthi and their family gods are, Keddrling also called Jotiba whose
chief shrine is 1 the Kolhdpur state; Tulja Bhavdni whose head
shrine 1s in Tuljipur in the Nizdm’s territory ; Somndth in South
Kathiawdr; Yellamma in Ugargolls in the Parasgad sab-division of
Belganm ; and Khandoba in Jejuri in the Purandhar sub-division of
Poona. They have two hundred and ninety-two surnames.® Of

! The word kunbi is pronounced as L/l in the Belgaum and Khandpur sub-divisions
ind a.sb kunbi in the Athni and Chikedl sub-divisiens. It is nowhere pronounced
Crrnnebi.

2 These surnames arc, Able, M., Abhag, M., Abhire, U., Abhore, M., Abrut, M,,
Advele, M., Age, M., Ahir, M., Akhade, 8., Anag, B., Anag, M., Andhak, M.,
Aushadhgrarao, M., Avchiare, M., Avade, 8., Avati, 3., Avare, M., Babar, B,
Badale, M., Baddre, 8., Barage, 8., Bhidolkar, 3., Bhadurge, B., Bhile, M.,
Bhanvase, M., Bhand, M., Bhapkar, M., Bhaydsur, M., Bhejan, 8., Bhis, S.,
Bhodave, B., Bhoite, B., Bhojak, M., Bhore, M., Bhosale, B., Bhndke, M., Bhujag, U.,
Biraje, B., Bodake, 5., Bodhe, M., Budhe, B., Chindel, B., Chavhin, M., Ched, M.,
Cheke, U., Chikane, B., Chitravade, B,, Chedhire, U.; Chor, B., Chorade, B.,
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the whole number one hundred and fwo trace their origin to the
moon ; seventy-eight trace their origin to the sum; and eighty-
one to the god Bralunz.  The we nby-nine 1‘(‘“1(\11]11‘]0 SUTDANICY 4T
said to bf.u)l;: fo misecllancous tribes.  Marringe bctw eN Persons
of the same sumaine ig forbidden. They arc generally stoutly
made, sallow, and over the middle height.  The face iz oval, the
eves sipall, the nose high, the lips thin, the checkbones low, the
cheeks gannt, the head Tiir Jank, and (Lie fuco hair thick. They
are not ‘.u‘,u 1o any sme:i discaze and are U'ellcr:ul]y longhived.
The Mapith spoken by ilic Kunlvddis is rougher and less clear
than Brahman Mardithl,  Among ihe pc(ml arities of their dialect
may be noticed, mdy, to me ; tuj, to you; jeves, to eab; laf, mucl
khate or /Jrff?/’*'; where s vdich or wlius, o litle; gont {Ka‘;uarese},
to know; Ay, iz w?uii/a is not ; and mule (Kdnarese), a corner

Detale Kunbis gpeak the Konkaul which prm“m]H in Gea and i
the north of Kanara, In towns and large villages most Mardthi
Kunbis Iive 1 houses with mud walls and tiled roofs.  Most village
Kunbis live in thatehed huts,  Their dwellings are untidy and
ill-cared for.,  The only houschold goods arc fiold tools, one or two
brass or coppoer pots, and a number of eurthen vessels used in cooking

i

Chukaliya, B., Disade, 8., Dagal, B., Daire, 8., Dalavi, 7., Darekar, M., Dashade, B.,
Davekar, B. Dhammm, M D}mmadhme 5. l)-ummle, P., Dhanik, 8., Dhapal, B.,
Dharmard), E’, Dhavle, M. , Dhek, B, Uhis&le, B., Dhitak, 5., Dhobare, M,
Dheke, U,, Dhole, §., Dhomsc, U., Dhone, U., Dorik, B., Dubal, B., Dubule, &,
Dudhare, M, Duduskar, M., Dumige, M., Dunage, M., Duratma, B., Dure, M.
Gadagopdl, M., Gadavary, M Gadave, 8., Gaule, 8., Giikavid, 8, Garud, B.
Gavde, M., Gavde, M. (nL‘»h ir, M., Ghardte, 8., Ghatage, 8., Ghorade, 8.
Ghorapade, B., Ghale, H., Gole, L., Goli, B., Gore, &, (wll]eidhe, B., Gudhe, S.
Gujakar, B., Gujar, M,, Gujivade, B., Guje, S, {amusﬂg 8., Haran, \fI.
Honmine, M. I:Td.lmml B., Tyavale, B., Lpnale, B, Isidage, 5, Itipo {J Jachalk, 8.
Jadbav, M., Jd.”ildl(, M. R J(wma.l B. . .1.1 *"l]l'l""’l‘i' M., ]‘zmd‘ de, I3, J l(fdd.l(" B.
Javale, U., .Ti*a!\al . Ka.dmn, B, Kdjale, 3., }(&kr_ie, S, Kalam, 8., Kalamb, &
Ka.lebhar, M., Kile, B » Kalge, M., Kalmukh, 8., Kalaskar, B., Aalvm;k ar, M.
Kankdle, =, K mp“}ﬁ,tc\ B, Kinte, B, Kapsle, 1., 1\3]}59, 11‘, Hardde, B.
Karalkar, M., Kirle, 8., Karmukh, 8., Kasile, M., Kashte, B, Katav oLde, M
Kaugtnbe, 8., Ruautuke, M., Kavade, B., Kawvile, M., i(avre, U., Kesawrkar, 8.
Khidekar, 8, Khadagele, M., Khaldte, U., Khdnadire, B., Khindekar, M.
Khdrit, 8., Khillare, M., Khirsdgar, U., Khogane, U., Kbule, &, Kirdatt, M.
Kodag, M., Kodhe, M., Kadu, U, Kokare, M., Kokate, 3., Kolhar, M., Kollale, .
Kuride, T., ifad, M., Lad, M., ldadak, U., Ladge, M.. Lahale, M., Lavte, U,
Lokhande, 5., Tonde, B., Machile, B., Madhav, M., Madge, B., Madlikar, 8
Madulkar, 8., Magar, B, Mahalc B., -\[A]mt(\ B, Mikhmakhle, M., Male, M
Mine, B., Maskar, S, \1&51«, . Mf,l, M., Mhadc, 3., Mbhadik, 8, Mohite, M.
Morbhe, M., More M., Marik, _1 \hd &, Néuidave, 17, ,,\‘irrhle}; 14 , Nagne, U
Nagvade, U., Naign, b \Talvadu, B, Navie, B, ‘J]kalduk bl Nil{cun .
Nimhbalkar, M., I’;'Lchpore, M., Phchpute, 1\[. Tide, U, l(m(,h&nali, M.
Pansamble, B, Parihir, 5., Pavdr, M., Phadtove, B., Ph.mmdle U., Phatak, 8
Pisdle, 3., TYol, B., Polat, 8., Tyatihdir, 3., Rachode, 8., Ragle, S R'ljlmnse, B.
Randive, M., Rankhdambe, B., Ranpise, B., R;’mr:’ukshas, B., }.{:Luv:’xgure, s
Bdudna\'dl L., Hasal, 8 Rastluna M., Ra,ut-rao, B., Rumile, M., Sible, M.
Bade, M, h'uhl.u 8., }(L!\IE', M., ipal, M., Sdle, B., Salokhe, B,, Sange, U
Sz’lra‘l‘te, }3 \tr]«,ate B., Satpal, \I watpute, "\J S.nle 3., Sotge, 8., Shedger, 8.
Shelar, b, Sindgare, M, bmnlu L Sirke, ‘\I bll‘.‘id‘t B Sisode, B., Sitole, S.
&okévant B,, Sonvmc. B., ‘3ukhe, 8., gulkm U, Snrpa]e, 11, Sursen, M
Bamvant, B., %uryavanshi, S., Tade, M., Tzigmogc, B., Takare, M., Talkar, U,
Tdmbe, M. ‘Tanvade, M., Tavire, 8., Thordt, 5., Thote, X,, Tibole, &,, [’odmale, M.,
Tode, M. Tuncrate,B Tupe s Ipziw L. X:idirmre L1, \é.tr(,héna,re M., Vige, M.,
"Lgmode, M., Vikde, M., ame, v, \amde 3, ‘4}"11(,, L. \nd'xtt. M., Vngo, M.,
Yiadhav, M., Y:Lha.ru, B.*
"M —Moon, §=8un, U Uncertafn, B_Brahma,

.;u»u.u-..uu..,‘
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and for storing grain and oil, one handwmill wkhal-musal, a grinding
slab or pdte-varvanta, and a few bamboo baskets. They generally
have one or more pairs of bellocks and buflaloes and one or two
cows or she-buffaloes. Most of them rear hens and keep a dog.
They rarcly own goats, and nevor have shecop. Among Detalo
Kunbis, the grown members of a family generally live in one
honge. As one of these undivided Kunbi families includes fifty to
a hundred and fifty members, their oblong thaiched houses are
VOTy ](Lrgo and are divided into separate 10(1(r1nfr3 by wattled walls
of kdrer or Strobilanthus stems. The furnimre in & Konkani
Kunbi’s house is much the same asin a Mardthi Kunbi’s, and like
the Marithi Kunbis they keep dogs and cattle ; but they do not
rear domestic fowls as they neither eat nor sell them. They have
soparate houses for their cattle. DBoth classes are temperate in
eating and drinking, their every-day food being ndehint broa,d and
naehii groel or dmbil. The w ell-to-do take a little rice every day,
and the poor fake rice on holidays. Their holiday dishes are
round cakes of rice, wheat, and pulse called vadas ; fried cakes of
wheat, gram, and coarse sugar called felchids ; sweot cakes of rice
balls or andes; plantain-shaped wheat or rice cakes filled with

coarse snear, boiled gram or parched rice Hour or rdjgire

(Amamnthus trmt}s) seed boiled in steam ; rice vel‘mice,lli or shevaya ;
rice cakes called ghdvan ; broad vound eakes of whoat filled with
boiled gram and coarse sogar .called polyds ; and milk boiled with
rice and COATse SUgAr called &hir. The Mardthi Kunbi cats fish,
crabg, sheep and goats, the wild hog, the deer, and the hare,
They do not eat Leet. They cat eggs, and cocks and hens, bub
pob ducks, geese, peacocks, gnineatfowls, or turkeys. Of wild
birds they eat the pmtrie'irr(- snipe, quail, wild duck, and pigeon.
When the Kunbis, whether Mardathds or Konkanis, go to hunt, they
visit the temple of the willage god and pray for success. 1 tlm
kill they lay the game Defare the village god, ofler him a piece,
and take the rest home. Thoe flesh offcrod to the god becomes
the property of the temple-minisirant or pujire.  The Konkani
Kaebi eats all the anmmal food which is caten by the Marathi
Kunbi except sheep, goats, cocls and hens, and cggs. He gives
ne reason tor this exceptd that they are imlnddeh by caste rules.
Neither Konkani nor Mardathi Kunbis eat animal food daily.  They
take it only on speciel ocebsions and on certain holidays,  This
is because they cannol afford meaf oftencr; 1k 18 nob from any
religious or other seruple.  Netther Mardthi nor Konkani Kuanbis
drink palm-juce.  The Kc‘mkzmis take no liquor bnt Mardthi
Kunbis drink country and 'f'l.nopc\'m spivite.  Both classes smoke
tobacco, Kxcept in the west of the district, Kunbis take only two
mcals a day, one between eleven and tweive in the morning, the
other between seven and cight at night In the west the Kuubis
take throe meals & day.  Ab (‘O"ht breakfast, consisting of two cakes
of ndchni, a cup of grucl or crm(uf, BOTIC chal,ma cralho and salt, and
somebimes a ooo]wd vegetable ; dinner about {.Welve ot bread, grucl,
butter, milk, and v egumbleb; and supper at seven of bread, rice and
curry.

Kunbis of both classes are generally poorly clad aud show little
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regard for cleanliness or neatness. The men of both clusses shave
the head once a month except the top-knot or shendé and the face
except the moustache and oceasionally the whiskers. The men wear
round the head a scarf or rumal six to eight {eet square of coarse
local handwoven cloth costing 1s. to Is. Gd. (8-12 as.}. The upper
part of the body from the shounlders $o the loins is covered by a piece
of rough country cloth three to three and a half feet broad and
seven to eight feeb long and varying in price from 9d. to ls. 13d.
(6-9as). When at work in the fields this cloth 18 tied so as to
form a jacket. The waistcloth is spread over the head and back
and the apper ends drawn through the armpits; then the right-
hand end is passed over the left shoulder and the left-hand end over
the right shonlder and both ends are tied together at the nape of
the neck. The loincloth or lengoii is a rongh country cloth two
or three feet square costing 11d. to 33d. (1-2} as.). To gird the
loins they alse wear the kdcha, a long narrow country cloth three
or four mches broad and five or six yards long, varying in price
from 3d. to 44d. (2-3 ns.). They wear sandals or vakdns, which are
generally made by Chambbérs and eost 6d. to 1s. (4-8 us.). DBesides
these the kdmbli or blanket is worn over the head and used both as
a cloak to keop off the sun, cold, and rain and as bedding.  These
blankets are gencrally three to four feet broad and eight to eleven
foeu long.  They are made in the district of black wocl by Kurburs
or Dhangars and range in price from 2s. to 3s. (Rs.1-1}). During
the cold and rainy seasons Kunbis generally wear a jacket made
from worn-oub blankets.,  Some Mardthi Kunbis wear short breéches
or cholnds reaching to the knee and a walstcoat or bandi or a
sleoveless jacket or kabeho of country eloth. The breeches cost
4Ll to Tid. (3 -5 us) and the waistcoat 7id. to 104d. (5-T us).
On holidays they wear a new headscarf, genorally black, a silk-
bordered shouldercloth or dheter, and o coat or angarkle of white
cotton or of cheap black or red woollen.  Men of both classes wear
gold earrvings or bhikbili worth 4s. to Us. (Re. 2-3) 1u the upper
part of the right ear; a silver armlct or kode worth £1 4.t £2 10s.
Rs. 12-25) round the left wrist; and a silver girdle or kededora
worth £1 105, to £2 (Rs.15-20} round the waist. DBesides these
ornaments the Konkant Kunbis always wear gold earrings or gofs
worth 4¢. to 10s. (Rs.2-5) in the lobes of both ears. The women
of both classes braid their hair, doing 1t up onee a week or once a
fortnight, gencrally on Mondays,  On holidays they deck their hair
with flowers and the Konkani women with a fragrant herb called
tirap. Mardthi Kunbi women wear the robe or sddi, and the bedice
or choli. Unlike a Brahman woman who passes the skirt of the
robe between the feet and tuncks it in abt the back, the Maritin
Kunbi woman does not pass the ends between her feet bub gathers
the folds on her left hip. The upper part of the robe is drawn over
the head. XKonkani Knnbi women wear no bodice. They gather the
folds of the robe exactly in the middle just as Brdahman women do,
and tuck it in at the waist bebied. The upper part of the robe is

drawn up fron the waist under the armpits and the ends tied n a

knot between the shoulders, leaving the arms, shoulders, neck, and

‘head bare. The robes are three feet broad and fifteen to twenty-
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swo feet long., "They are made in handlooms at Margod, Gokdk,
Sankeshvar, Bail Mongal, Kittur, Deshnur, and other places in the
district, The commonest colour In use 18 black or red or a mixture
of black and red. The robos vary iu price from 3s. to 65, {Rs. 1£-3).
The bodice costs from 64, to 1s. (1-8 as.).  On holidays the women
wear a silk-bordered robe ranging in price from 10s. to £2 10s.
(Re. 5-25) and a silk-hordered bodice valued at 1s, 6d, to 3s. (12 as.-
Rs. 1),

The ornaments worn by a Mardthi Kunbi woman are toe-rings or.
jodvis of queen’s metal worth Gd. to 1s, (428 as); in the nose a nalh
worth 10s. to 1ds (Rs. 5-7) or a mofi worth 8s. to 106s. (Rs.4-8);in
the ears, githe worth Gs. to 8s. (Bs.8-4) and bugdis worth £1 to
£2 10s. (Rs.10-25}; round the neck the lucky-thread or mangalsutra
worth 2s. to 3s. (Rs.1-14) and a ik worth 10s. (8. 5).  Omn the
upper arm or elbow apair of silver bracelets #olbandis valued ab
£2 to £3 (Rs.20-30), on the wrists two pairs of silver bracelets
or Idfans valued at 8s. to 12s. (Rs. 4 - 6) and glass bangles.  Girls
wear anklefs, generally of gueen’s metal, and seldom of silver, A
married girl, on reaching womanhood, genceally gives up wearing
anklets. Girls also wear a waisthelt or patéa. Iixcept the lucky-
necklace or mangalsutra, anklets, and toe-rings or joduvis, widows
wear all the ornaments worn by marvied women. But they do not
mark the brow with red-powder or hunlwu. Konkani Kunbi
womcen wear gold earvings or fanvidds, worth 6s. to 125 (Rs.8-6);
a number of steings of small red and white glass beads round the
neck, worth 3d. (2 us.) ; a lucky necklace, armlets ov tolbandis, brass
bracclets or patlis worth Iid. to 3d. (1-2 as.), and toe-rings.
Though neither clean ror mneat, Kunbis are honest and simple
people, hardworking, and generally sober, thrifty, orderly, and
hospitable. The wowmeon are hardworking, simple, virtuous, and
obedient. Most of them are landholders and the rest arc field-
labourers. Most grow rice, vdgi, sdve, and millet, bat some aro
skilled hunshandmen, raising sugarcane and other garden crops.
Their women and children worl with them in the ficld. Field-workers
are paid in grain dweing the reaping season and at other times
in cash. When there is nothing doing in the fields they work as
day-labourers. They also grow fruit and vegetables In their back
yards and scll them in the nearest wmarkets. Some gather and scll
fircwood, They also make bntter and sell 15 in the nearest market,
In towns they sell milk and curds.  In spite of their hard work, as a
clags Kunbig are in debt.  The debt i cansed both by ordinary and
by speeial cxpenses. They borrow ab twelve to twenty-five per
cent a year. Though they arc still indebted their standard of
comfort is considerably highor than it formerly was. FEvery one
wishes to have a pair of bullocks, copper poty, & better house, a cart,
ornaments, and good and clean clothes. In these small luxuries
their balance of ssving is spout and nothing is left to meet special
expenses. Formerly few husbandmen bad carts, copper pots, or
valuable clothes and ornaments. 'They kept ail their savings by
them in cash, ready to meet special cxpenses. '

During the rainy season the men of the family go carly to the
fields, 'The rest of the household tend the cabtlo or fetch fircwood

= 80—13
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OF gTass. They return home about ten, take their morning meal,

and after eleven again go to work, returmng between five and six.
Women generally rise at four, glmd corn, and prepare bread-gruel
and vegoetables. After sunrise they go to some well, pond, or stream
to ;:,tch water, and on their return sweep the house. After the
morning meaal they start aboat ten fo work in the fields with their
husbands. Trom seed time in June to harvest in November-

December both men and women are busy in the flelds and when
the crops are ripening many of them watch by night as weli as by
day. Daring the hot scason Kunbis go to their fields in the early
morping. About ei ight breakfast is brought by one of the children
or women who stay and work with the men, They go home at noon,
dine, and returning at two, work till sunset. Sometimes, if they
have much to do, they vemain all day in the field. Boys from eight
upwards tend cattle, and from ten to fifteen are taught the lighter
parts of husbandry. A boyof fifteen or sixteen is fit formost branches
of field work. Kunbis are busy all the year round, but with those
who have no garden crops work 1s lHght in January, February, and
part of March. Monday is a day of rest for the bullocks, and
and with scme full-moon days are holidays, and are kept as days of
new-moon days rest.  The property of a Kunbi family fairly off and
living in a style of reasonable comfort may be estimated at about
£22 (Rs.220).  Of this £2 10s. to £5 (Rs. 25-50) represent the
value of the house; £11 10s. te £14 (Bs. 115-140) the value of the
farniture and honschold goods;' and £3 to £4 (Re. 30-40) the
value of the clothes.  The yearly charges of a family of five persons,
a husband wife two children and an aged relation or dependent,
living in fatr comfort, are estimated at £15 to £20 (Rs. 150-200).

Of this amount food and driuk charges are estimated at £7 to
£9 (Bs. 70-.90) ; dress charges at £1 10s. o £2 10s (Rs. 15-25) ;
the wages of a servant are estimated at £4 to £6 (Rs. 40-60) ; and
the keep of the caltle at £2 10s o £3 (Rs. 25- 30) a year. The
estimated charges for special cxpenses are, for a birth 5s. to 10s.
{Rs. 2%-7 )} for a marriage of a son £10 to £15 (Rs. 100-150) ; for
the marriage of a dmnghter £2 to £3 {Rs. 20-30) ; for a daughter’s
coming of age 10s. to 155 {Re. 5-74) ; and for her first pregnancy
10s. to 15s. (Rs. 5-T4); and for a death 10s. to 15s. {Rs.5-T4).

Both branches of Kunbls are religions. The family gods of the
Mardth: Kunbiz are Keddrling “otherwise called J otiba, Tualja
Bhavdnil, Somnith, and Yeﬂaunm‘l those of the Konkam Kunbis
arc Birdimani, Sateri, and Panchaméya. Their family priests, whe
are Deshasth or Karhdda Brakmans, are treated with great respect.
They are called to conduct marriage and death ceremonies and in
some families perform the fulsd marriage on the twelfth day of the
first fortnight of Kdréik or October-November and to the garland-
hanging or wmdl-lévane coremony performed in honour of dead

! The details are : Beds, drinking and eocking vessels £2 (Rs, 20); two hallocks
£4 to £5 (Hs. 40-50) ; two other catile £2 10s. to £3 (Rs. 25-30) ; one cart £3 to £3
10s. {Ks. 80-35) ; two axes 25 to4s, (Bs.1-2); two picks 4s. to Bs. (Bs.2-24);
two spades 25, to s, {Rs. 1-11}; one crowbar Is, 64, to 25, {12 25 -Re. 1) ; and sther
goode £1 W, to £2 (Re. 15 - 20),
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ancestors during the second fortnight of Blddrapad or Angust-
September. Most Kunbis are disciples of a guru or religious teacher,
a Gosdvi who Initiates them and performs the garland or spirit-
laying ceremony. They consider Mahddev the chief god but do not
belong to any sect.

They keep soventeen yearly holidays, The first festival is
Sansdr-pddva or New Year’s Day. This comes on the first of the
bright fortnight of Chaitra or March-April. On this day they set up a
bamboo pole or gudi capped with a small brass pot and with a new
piece of cloth hanging to it as a flag. They break cocoanuts beforo
the family and village gods and refrain from animal food. ‘Their
dinner consists of cakes, rice, split pulse, and vegetables. The
second holiday is the full-moon of Chaitra or March-April. Cakes
or sweeb milk 18 the special dish for the day. The third holiday
is Ashadhi Ekddaski, the eleventh of the first fortnight of Ashddh
or June-July. Onthisday Kunbis live on roots and frnits. Newly
married sons-in-law speund & week al the bride’s house, Their
fourth holiday is Uudydchi-pornima or the Unde full-rmoon in
Ashddh or June-July. On this day they worship their bullocks
with sandal-powder and flowers, and break cocoanuts hefore them.
The fifth holiday is the first Monday of Shrdvan or July - Angust
and a certain holiness attaches to all the Mondays of the moenth.
On the first and last Mondays all the members of each Kunbi
family abstain from food tilt four in the afternoon, when they take s
meal of sweet milk and rice shevayis. The sixth festival 1s Nig-
panckami or the Cobra’s Day. It comes on the fifth of the first
fortnight of Shrdvan, gencrally about the end of July. On this day
Kunbis worship a clay cobra or ndg. During the day they eat
tambit made of the flour of rice or panic-seed rdle, and mixed with
milk or water and coarse sugar, and Idhye or roasted jwdri rice
or other grain, and in the evening have a good meal! of sugared
milk. The seventh festival is the Povatydchi-pornima or thread-bank
full-moon. On this day, which falls on the full-moon of Shrdven
or June-July, Kunbis make a number of hanks of cotton thread of
five skeins each and about three feet in cirenmference. They dip
the hank in turmeric paste and throw one round the neck of cach
of the men and women of the family, and round every lampstand,
cart, and other farm implements. The dish for the day is sweet
milk. The eighth festival is fanesh-chaturtht or Ganpati’s Fourth.
This comes on the fourth of the #rst fortnight of Bhidrapad,
generally in August., On this day the Kunbis worship a painted
clay figure of the god Ganesh and offer it sweeb milk and rice or
wheat balls shaped Iike a fig and filled with cocoa-kernel and
coarse sugar or with boiled gram and coarse sugar. On the next
day the rat or wundir, Ganesh’s carrier, i worshipped, cocked
mutton and country liquor are offcred to it, and then consumed
by the people of the house. The next day is sacred fo the goddess
Gauri. At an early hour fixed by the Brdhman priest a band of
girls from several houses go to some public well, pond, or
river. Fach fills with water a small brass or earthen pot spotted
below the neck with lime. Each lays a bunch of differcnt kinds of
Bowers in her pot and worships it with sandal-powder and sugar.
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They then lift the pots on their heads and return home singing.
On reaching home they set the pots on the right side of the god
Ganpati. Next day, the ceremony called wanshe is performed.

Newly married girls fast till evening and then worship Gauri with
an olfering of “sweetened wilk  Ahir or palolya that is cooked
rice flour rolled into a ball, placed between two turmeric leaves,
rolled, and covked in steam.  After the worship is over the girl has
to viait five or ten houscs, At each house she prosents (;anpa.h
and Gauri with some rice balls, a plece of cocoa-kerncl, some
betelnut and leaves, and some parched rice. After making her
offering she bows before the doities and the elders of the house and
in rveturn has her lap filled with rice by a married woman belong-
ing to the family., After visiting all the houses she refurns home
and takes a moal. Next day ¢ any newly married son- -in-law who
may have been asked o the house is sent back to his father’s house
with his wife. Both are presented with new clothes and the girl’s
father and sisters together with a band of five to fifty friends
and relations accompany the son-in-law to his father’s house. The
girl’s father takes with him fifty to two handred sweet wheat cakes

or neveris, ov pulsc cakes vadds, which are distributed among the
caste people in the village by the son-in-law and his wife.  Alter
remaining a day or two in the son-in-law’s house the party return

leaving the git,  During their stay the son-in-law’s father has o
give fwo dmner:,, one of swectmeats cosbing 2s. to 10s. (Rs.1-5),
and the other of mutton costing 10s. to £1 (Rs. 5-10).

The ninth festival is the Mahdil or Shrdddha which is held in honour
of dead ancestors during the second fortnight of Bhadraped in
August-September. Unlike Brahmans, who perform the shraddi:
on the day in the fortnight which corresponds to the day on which the
deccased died, Kunbis periorm it either on the first, second, or third
day of the fortnight, From onc to ten conples of the host’s caste,
whether or no they helong to the gsame family stock, arvc asked to fasé
and afterwards to break sheir fast at the host’s house. The conples
come, and aftcr the host has worshipped the houschold gods the
women’s laps are {illed with rice, betelnut and leaves, and they
are {easted <L|()1’.10' with their hu.sl).mds The chief dishes are pulse
cakes or zadds anﬁ sweet milk or Ehir. Relations and friends are
also asked to dine. The tenth festival is the Nowardira or mine
nights and the Dasara or tenth in hononr of Durga Devi. These
hnlldwg last from the first to the tenth of the firss fortnight of

Ashin or September-October.  The first nine days are not Leld so
holy by Runbm as by Bréhmans. The head of each family fasts tiil
the cvening.  He then worships his family gods and hangs a garland
from the Ley}mw OV(,};’ an earthen or nmtal pot replebentmg the
goddess Durga. In the pot are water, five copper eoins, a botelnug,
and a pieee of turmeric, The pot is covered with a bunch of mango
leaves and a cocoanut. The ead of the house worships it in the
swme way as he worghips }1153 household gods. On the cighth day
dishes of sngared milk and eakes are prepared and are eaten after
being offercd to the gods and to the goddess Durga.  On the next
day 1]1 tonls and 1mp10mgnts made (:F iron M’orfud in a row and
worslupped.  This is called the Ihande-puja. A sheep or goat or
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a cock or hen ig killed and the flesh cooked and caten. Cakes or
ghdvans ave also et m‘n and ligaor is somebimes drank.  On the tenth
or Dusare Day Kunbls foast cn swectmeats and offer cocoanuts to
the village gods.  In large villages and towns Kunbis, Brdhmans,
and other hwh casto indus go oufside the village to worship tho
apta Bauhinia racemoss and shams 1’1105'0}315 spicegera, offering their
leavos to their friends and acquaintances. They retumm home it the
evening. The eleventh festival ig on the full-moon of Ashvin
or Scptember-October which is kuown ag the Idndavy’ full-moon,
The Kunbis spend the day from noon 1l evening in their fields,
They take with them to thetr ficlds one to five dishes such as cakes
and sugarcd nmilk.  On reaching their ficlds they gather six stones
and smear them with lime and spot them with ved. Five of them
they place in & row along au uniilled strip of ground and worship
them in the name of the Péndavs. The sixth st on¢, which 1s set at
the foot of a stalk of corn opposite the five stones, represents Kunti
the mother of the Péndavs. ’Fhey break a cocoanut before the
Pandavs, offer them the dishes they have brought, and take their
meal.  On their way home they pluck an ear of corn aud lay it on
the shrine of the family god. The twelfth festival is Divdle or the
feast of lights. This feast lasts for three days, the last two days
of Ashwin and the first day of Karkik or Octobor-November, The
day before the feast the Kunbis buy a large earthen waterpot, smear
it with lime, set it on the hearth, and fill it with watcer. Soeveral
otber large waterpots arc also filled with water. Next morning,
before sunrise, all the members of the family are ancinted with
coconnnt oil and bathed in ot water. About nine in the mornming
marricd woman waves a lamp round the face of all the men of the
family who stand m arow. F‘a{h man puts some money or at least a
betelnut in the lamp-plate. This lamp-waving is again repeated on
the first day of Hdriih A newly married son-in-law is always
invited to his wifc’s house for Dinali.  He has to put 25 (Re. 1) in
the lamp-plate at the first waving and a bodice-cloth or Lhan at
the sccond. On the first of Kértils he receives in roturn a waistcloth
or a headscarf, Several dishes are eaten 1n honour of Divdli; the
commonest are sanwits and wndids.  The thivteenth festival is Kdrtile
Ekddnshi that is the eleventh day of the first fortnight of Kditik or
November. The obscrvances arve the same as on the third festival,
the Ashddhi Bhidosli. The fonrteenth fostival is the Pulsi-lugna
or marriage of the fulsi or holy basil plant.  On the cveming of the
tweltth day of the first fortnight of Kdwiik (Novembor) the basil
plant is Worﬂ:hlppod in honour of the marriage of Talsi with
Vishnu. Parched rice or churnusrds and pieces of cocon-kernel are
distributed. With the wmarriage of Tulsi the UHinde marriage
geason opens and from this day Kanbig begin to cat new tamarind,
new avalds Phyllantheus em nhcza, and new sugarcanc.

The fifteonth festival iy the Malkar Smbﬂm,,at on the twelfth of
January or Pousha, the day on which the sun passes into the sign
of Capricorn and begins fto move to the north. There are no
ohservances. DBut the Kenbis keep the day asa holiday, eating
sweetmeats and occasionally animal food, The sixteenth festive 8
1s the Shivardire or Shiv's wighe, This falls on the fourteonth
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day of the second fortnight of Mdgh or January-February. The
elders of the family fast, and if thore is a Shiv's temple in the
village they pay 1t a visit. The seventeenth and last festival is
Shimgo or Lioli. The main day of the feast is on the fall-moon
of Lhalgun or February - March. But small boys begin to keep
holiday from the second day of the bright fortnight. As soon
as thoy see the moon they begin to shont the names of the organs
ot geveration. They also ery aloud and beat their mouths. In the
Bombay Karndtak this feast is helieved to be held in honour of
Kam the god of love, who they say was burnt by Shiv.  Festivities
go on till the end of the bright fortnight. During the night boys
and youths sit at the village cross or chavdte late at night singing
obscenc songs and gathering firewood and cowdung cakes!  They
try to steal the cakes and firowood from their neighbours’ yards,
though stealing 1z not always easy as people are on the look-oat
and sleep in their yards. In the afternoon of the full-moon day
atter feasting on cakes the Xunbis go into the bushlands and cut
& long pole, whichis called the &oli. Next morning the stamp of
last year’s pole is dng out and the new pole is fixed in its place.
A stone is worshipped at the bottom of 1he pole, and the head of
each Kunbi family breaks a cocoanus before it. The wood and
cowdung cakes, together with what vemains of the last year’s pole,
are piled in o heap and set on fire. 'Then the people march through
the village in bands throwing dust and filth at each other and
return to their homes at midday. The pole is cut in the evening
of the mnext full-moon day, leaving about three feet out of the
ground. -

Maratha Kunbis make pilgrimages to Yellamma's hill in the
Parasgad sub-division of Belgaum and sometimes to Jotiba’s hill in
Kolhdpur, They have a spiritual head or guru, who belongs to ono
of the fen sects of Gosdvis, generally a Giri, a Puri, or a Bhérati.
Of the Konkan Kunbis some have a spiritual teacher or guru, others
havenot.  Thosc who have a spiritual teacher are called guru-mdrgis
or teacher-followers. Ifa young Kunbi, whether a man or a woman,
wishes to become the disciple of a guru, he goes to the guru either
when the mdl or garland ceremony is performed in honour of
the dead, or he goes to the feacher’s monastery on the eighth
day of the Navardtra. The disciple presents the teacher with
3d. to 1s. (2-8 as.) in cash and a bottle of country Hguor. The
teacher tells the disciple to rospect his teacher, to speak the truth,
not to steal, not to dine if a neighbour has died and ig not buried,
and not to go on cating after the lights have goneout. Kunbig agk
their teachers to dine with them and make them presents or
dalsiing. 1 a gurw has no children a successor is adopted.
Kunbis of hoth classes believe in witcheraft, sorcery, and
soothsaying. I'he sorcerers and witches are said to belong to the
Hatkar and other classes of weavers. Of late years cases of
witcheraft and sorcery are said to be rarer than formerly, and faith
m them is said to be passing away. The soothsayers are Brihmans,

3 The cAavdls is the place where four roads meet, the chief haunt of spivits,
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Ghadis, or Guravs, and the Kunbis have great faith in their powers
of foretelling. When a person is sick or in difficulty, the village
Brdhman or a Guarav is consulted. The Brahman brings ous his
almanac and his bag of sheils. He places the almanac and the
shell-bag before him on a low wooden stool and the visitor lays three
to seven pice (§-1% ania) on the siool and bows, The visitor then
explains his troubles and the Brahman, bowing before the almanac
and the bag, pours out the shells, which are twoenty-seven in
number, and divides them into three heaps. Hach of these three
heaps he divides by three, and answers in accordance with the
numbers that are left over. 'Thus, if the remainder is 1, 1,
and 1, the Brdhman says that the sick person will be well in
fifteen days. - If the remaiuders be 2, 0, and 1, he says that
the sick person will nob recover. Again certain Sanskrit verses
toll that certain remainders vepresent certain stars or planets.
If a sick or anxious Kunbi goes io consult a Gurav, the Gurav
takes him to the village temple, where flowers, leaves, or grain are
dipped in water and fixed on the body of the image. The Gurav
burns incense before the god, and prays him, if a certain result
which he names is to happen, to let a certain leal or flower
which he points fall. In some places, as in Chandgad and Bailur
in Belganm, some Guravs become possessed. When a Gurav
into whose body the god enters grows old or discased, be goes with
his grown up sons or brothers and prays the god to cease coming
mbo his body and asks the god henceforth to enter the body
of some one else among those present. Then one of the nonmber
becomes possessed, and from that tline he becomes the medium
between the god and his worshippers. The days on which Guravs
generally become possessed are New Year's Day in Chaitra
or April, Dasara in October, Divdli in November, Pddava in
Kdrtik or November, and the full-moon of Mdgh or February. They
also get possessed when the village is attacked by an outbreak
of cholera or of small-pox. At such times the desdi, deshpdnde,
patil, kulkarii, and other village office-holders meet in the village
temple, while the village Mhdr stauds in front of the god, outside
of the temple, and red rice-grains and flowers are handed round.
The Gurav who is to be possessed stands in front of the god
with a cane close beside by him. Another of the Guravs burns
frankincense and lays the village sorrow or gdrhdne before the god.
While he is speaking the Mbar now and then utters a longdrawn
Svdmi or Lord; and the others who are present repeat Har Har,
that is Méhddev, and at the same time throw grains of rice and flowers
on the Gurav who is to be possessed. Asg soon ag the matter has
been explained to the god the Gurav beging to shiver, moves to
and fro, and takes the cane in his hand twisting it and lashing
himself with i6. Then he is asked a number of questions, and the
villagers take such steps as he suggests for driving away the disease,

On the fifth day after the birth of a child a waterpot is filled
with cold water and set on a low wooden stool in the lying-in room.
A cocoanut is placed in the mouth of the pot and the pot is
worshipped in the name of the goddess Satti or Satv4i, that 1s Mother
Sixth. A goat is offered, and the midwife, who is a Kunbi, a
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Musalmén, or a Goa Christinn, 15 asked to dinncer.  8Some Kunbis
perform this coremony on the night of the sixth instead of the
fifth. They put the knife with which the navel-eord is cub under
the mother’s bed for ten days. Neither pi,opk of the house nor
the midwife =~1L up all night on the See/td day, they place no writing
materialy for the U‘(}(ldbbb to write the fortune of the child, and (;(J,]_l
no Bréhman. On the eloventh day the mother is bathed and
purified. On the twelfth day a dinner of sweet  dighes i propared
an& friends and rel lfionb arc called.  Inthe evening the cluld is Jaid
in the cradle and given a name, the fivst leftor of “which is fixed by
the village astrologer, who conwlt::. his almanac after bmng told
the day and hom* at which the child wag born.  Thus, if the
astrologer says the name muost begin with 4, the head of the family
suggests F\mnm A,\apa Andpa, A‘) Apu or Atma, and the rest
choose thhm er of these namos 1s most pleagant or most suitable.
The hair both of boys and girls is cut on any day between the
beginning of the seventh ‘md the ond of the twelfsh month, The
cut hair is thrown into g river without any ceremony being porfoz'mo(}
over it. The barbor is givon one disy’s food and from 1} sd. to 6d.

(1-4 as.) in cash. Among well-to-do Kunhis, when a boy is from
twelve to filteen yeurs 01{1 hig futher looks for a suitable girl of
seven or eig‘nt. Among noor Kunlis boys are not married tﬂl thby
are twenty or twenty- five , and girls not before twelve or fourteen or
even older, as fhere is no rule that a girl shonld be married bcfum
she comes of age. No ceoremony is lu ld when an unmatrled oirl

comes of age. It is kept secred and the monthly sickness is not
considered to bring ceremonial uncleanliness. If the boy’s father
APProves of the g gn'l he settles the amount to be paid to her father
in the presence. of some 'Cpr(‘thbIC members of the caste.  This
prosent, which 1s somebtimes partly n cash and partly in grain but iy
goner:ﬂly in cash, varies from £2 to £3 {Rs. 20-30) and is called
dydja. Thesurname and badge or deval of cach of the families must
be aseertrined as no marriage can take place between families who
have the same badge.

Soonafter this on a day chosen as lucky by the Brahman pricst
the boy’s father and mother, with a few ncighbours, go to the girl’s
house with betelnut and leaves, turmeric and red-powder, sngar, a
robe and bodice, and a silver girdle or anklets,  Af the givl’s housc,
a party of men and women have assembled 1n whose presence the
girl 1s dressed in the robe, bodice, and ornaments, The turmeric
and red-powder are given to all the married women pres;ont and
sugar and betelvut are handed to ail. This ceremony is called

il ﬂ:rilmf(’ or the distribution of betel-leaves. It confirms ihe
marriage contract and the GoremOny r‘my take place on any submse-
quent day The fathers of the boy and girl go together to a Brabman
pruest and ask him fo name the marriage day A week before
the day prepamtwna are begun. The boy s father pays the
father of the girt the ﬁxa,d dydjn or dowry., Two or three days
belore the weddmw day, in the presence of the Brahwman priest, the
boy is anointed w1th oil and covered with turmerm and Ganpati
worshipped by the bay's father. On the right side of the outer
door of the heuse a mango pole iz seb up and rubbed with turmeric
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and red-powder, frankincense is burned before it, and two betel-
leaves and one betelput are laid on the ground in front of i, Thisg
is called devakidcha khamb or the guardian-pillar,  An earthen jar or
kara is brought, from the potter’s, “for which he recelves s day’s food
or sidha and five copper pice { (1r aina). Then the priest prepares
ten strings or kankans with a piece of turmeric and a mango leaf
fastened to each. Five married women rub the bridegroom with oil
and turmeric and bathe him. When the bridegroom has been
bathed, five or six men and one or two married women with five of
the ten strings and such of ike oil and turineric as remain over, go
with music to the bride’s hoase. The bride is seated on a low stool,
and in the presence of five married women has her lap filled with a
cocoanut, rice, dates, plantains, lemons, betelnuts, a comb, and a
box of red-powder. Then the bride is rubbed with oil and turmeric
and bathed. Of the five strings which have been brought from the
bridegroom’s house, one is tied to a pestle in the bride’s house; a
second to the gnardian-pillar which has been set at the door of the
_marriage-booth ; and a third 18 wound rouund a small earthen pot,
kalash or Lara, which, with a hole in its side, has been spotted with
lime, and its mouth closed by & cocoanut. The two remaining
strings are kept for the wedding. The bridegroom’s party, after a
dinner of cakes and sugared milk, called the turmeric-dinner or
haladiche-jevan, return to the bridegroom’s house. Next day a
booth 1s set up in front of the bridegroom’s house and & dinner of
sweetmeats called the deva-jevan or god’s dinner is given. When
the dinner is over, some friends and relations dress the bridegroom
in a waistcloth, an over-waisteloth, a long coat, and a headscarf.
A marriage-crowu or bashing made of pith is fastened to his forehead
and a dagger is placed in his right band. Of the five strimgs which
were received from the priest, one is tied to the earthen jar, one to
the mango post, a third to the dagger, and the two others are taken
to the bride’s houge. Then the budeo'room with his father and
mother and a party of male and female friends and relations, leaves
the village at an hour fixed so thaf they may reach the bride’s
house shortly before the wedding hour. Without waiting at the
border of the bride’s village, they at once go and sit in a temple or
other public place and send word to the bride’s father. When
everything in the bride’s house is ready, a few married women go
to where the bridegroom is sitting and take the robe and ornaments
brought for the bride and return to her house. When the bride is
dressed in her new robes a few men and women go with musie to
escort the bridegroom and his party to the bride’s house. The bride-
groom is seated on a low wooden stool under the booth, A curtain
18 held before him by two Brahman priests and-the bride 18 brought
from within the house and made to stand beycnd the curtain fa.cing
the east. Then the bridegroom rises and stands facing fhe west.
The priests from both the bride’s and bridegroom’s houses then begin
to repeat the lucky verses and grains of red rice are given to all
the guests. 'When the verses ure over the priests shout out, Take
care, Sdvadhdn; the curtain is dropped; and the gnests throw the red
rice grains over the heads of both the bride and bridegroom The
bride then throws a garland of flowers round the bm&egroom 8 neck
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and the bridegroom throws a garland round the bride’s neck. Of tke
two sacred strings brought by the bri &egroom s father one is tied
to the right wrist of the bridegroom and the other o the right wrist of
the bride. Of the two striugs that were formerly left in the bride's
house cne 1s tied to her father’s right wrist and the other to her
mother’s.  Afier {lhis,1f 1b1s r-uﬁtomdry with the bridegroom’s family,

8 bacriﬁ(,iai fire or }u;»m is kindled and worshipped.  Then the skirts
of the bridegroom’s and bride’s robe ave tied together and they bow
before the bride’s family gods, the bridegroom offering a new cloth
or 4 Tupee in cash w hich becomes the property of the fa,nnlv priest.

After this, betelnut and leaves are distributed to the village O'C)db and
to the hereditary village officers and others whe attend the Wedung

Then the bride and brmegroom are seated side by side and the village
officers touch their brows with red rice, place betelnub and leaves in
their hands, and wave a copper coin (§ anna} round their faces to
take away the evil eve. 'The coin is afterwards given to the village
Mhdr. Then friends and relations tonch the brows of the young couple
with red rice, place betelnut in their hands, wave a copper coin round
their faces, and present them with rmgb or with twoe or four anng
pieces. 'The bridegroom’s father gives the DBrdahmman priest
2s. to 10s. (Re. 1-5), aud the bride’s family treais the company to a
dinner of sweetmeats. After the dinper 12 over the whole company
escort the pair to the house of the bridegroom’s father, a
ceremony which is kpown ag the housuﬁlhng or ghar- Vharani.
‘W hen this procession reaches the bridegroom’s house a measure of
rice filled to the brimis laid on the thresheld. Before she enters
the house & lamp with five lighted wicks 1s put in the hands of the
bride. The bridegroom’s sister stops the way and does not let him
pass until ke promises to give his daughter in marriage to her son.
In passing through the door the bride oversets the mcasure of rice
with her right foot.  The spilt rice is gathered into the measure, and
if the mcasore is ag full as before, the bride is considered 1uck3

After bowing before the fumily gods,' the bride and bridegroom are
seated togother and a new name Is given to the bride. When this
over the people are presented with betelnut and leaves, and rice
thrown over the heads of the newly married pair. The father of
the bride gives one or two grand dinners and sweetmeat parties.

Afterwards, generally on the fifth day, the strings are loosened from
the wrists of the bride and bridegroom and the last of the wedding
ceremonies is over, Among Maratha Kunbis child marriage, widow
marriage, and polygamy are allowed. Among Ronkani Kunbis
widow marriage is not allowed. There areno traces of polyandry.

When a married Kunbi girl comes of age no special ceremeny is
observed. She is seated l;_) herself for three days and after that is
presented with a new robe snd bodice and a small dinner i 1s given
to the castewomen. When she becomes pregnant for the first

1 Tn bowing before the family gods the worshipper generally raises his joined
hands to the brow and hends four fimes £ill the brow is between the heels, The old
and strietly religious sometimes throw themselves full length on the ground before

the gods ; the younger and less religious content themselves with raising the joined
hands to the brow,
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time, in the ffth or seventh month, her lap is filled by an elderly
married woman of the house with rice gralns, a coccanut, lemons,
plantains, dates, a piece of kernel, beteluut, and betel-leaves, and
she is presented with a new robe and bodice both of them green, and
a small dinner is given to friends and relatives.

Kunbis bury the dead. They prepave no place to lay ont the
dying person, and leave him to breathe his Jastin any part of
the house where he may happen to be.  'I'wo or three persons go to
the burying groand and dig a grave. When the bier is ready the
dead body 1s washed with hot water, laid on the bier, covered with
a white sheet, tied with a siring, and carried by the four nearest
relations on their shoulders. The bearers do not repeat any words
as they go to the grave, A married woman is dressed in a white
robe by married women. Her brow is marked with red-powder,
and her lapis filled with a cocoanut and bodice, and she iz laid
on the bier. The women accompany the body wailing and beating
their breasts. There is no fire and no music. The bearers stop
on the way to change shoulders, but do not pick up a stone of
life or jiv-khada or make @ small heap of pebbles. On reaching
the burying ground three or four eopper coins are laid near the
grave and the body is lowered and bnried. The Mhdr takes the
coins. No other ceremony takes place at the grave and nothing is
done at the house except that a Light is kept burning for ten days.
They do mot place food or waber pear the tomb or ab the
house for the spiris of the dead. They make no presents to Brah-
mans or other beggars in the name of the deceased, neither do they
give away the deceased’s clothes. They do mot inquire 0 see
mto what animal the spirit has gone. Neither the guru, nor a
Brihman, nor the poiter, takes any part in the burial ceremony.
On the eleventh day the family priest goes to the mourner’s
bouse with water. The sons of the deceased or the chief male
monrners have their heads shaved, except the top-knot, and their
faces inclading the moustache, and a sacrifice is performed.  The
priest then gives all the mourners water to drink and sprinkles
it through the hounse. The pricst is ecither given a cow or
four to ten shillings in cash. Soon after being purified by the
priest, on the thirtcenth day after the death, or, if they avc too poor,
ab any later date, most Kunbis pacify the spirit of the dead by
hanging a garland, a coremony which is known as the mdl luone or
garland-hanging.  All followersof a guru or religlous teacher must
hang the garland, Those who have not become followers of a
religions teacher may hang the garland and then be isiliated Dy
the teacher. Two or three days bofore the Kunbi visits his teacher
and tells him he is going to hang a garland. The teacher asks
him to bring ten or fifteen cocoanuts, the samnc number of plantains
and dates, half a pound of betolnut, fifty betsl-leaves, half a pound,
of eocoa-kernel, half an onnce of camphor, a few fragrant
frankincense sticks, a goat, a bottle of country liquor, and a waist-
cloth and headscarf if the dead was a man, and a rcbe and bodice
if the dead was a womaun. On the appointed day, after supper, at
about eight, tho teacher and those who have received or intend to

sceive advice at the ceremony meet in a room. A space six feef
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fong by ten feet broad i1s smeared with cowdung, a grass matb or
dali s spread on the space, and on the mat a folded blanket is Taid
filling a space about two feet square. A now kerchief Is spread on
the blanket, and on the kerchief some v 18(‘ gjra,mc are strewn and on the
rice & copper waterpot fall of cold water 15 set. This pot s spotted
with sandal and red-powder, and 1n ti;o pot from two to five copper
eoing (5 -1} ws) and some betel leaves are put and a cocoanutb is laid on
the top. Three or four sticks of any kind, about four feet six inches
long, are set up and their ends tied, and from the knot a wreath of
flowers 13 hung over the pot. The teacher or Gosdvi sets all the fruits
and the bottle of liquor before the pot, and worships itin the name of
the dead, and all present hold some grains of rice in their hands. The
teacher then sits at the left corner, with his face to the east, and
the goat iz mude fo stand o frout of the pot.  The teacher worships
thé tmat with sandal powder and fowers, and whispers in his ears
that he is to be offered o the soul of the dead. On this the people
throw rice grains on the pot, place cocoanuts before it, prostrate
themselves Lefore 36 and the tcacher, and sing songs.  Afterwards
the goat 1s killed and the teacher begins to give advice to his new
followers., A diancr of mutton s pl'(‘pdl‘0l1 and liquor iz served, and
the feasting gees on iill near daybreak., There is no music and
no merriment, and even if the death happened on an unlucky day
no Kumbhdr or potter iz brought to teil what is wanted before the
dead will be at rest.
The Kunbis have a fairly strong caste organization. In some

places ordinary social dlsputes are setiled by a committes of the
caste. Suoch sericus guestions as when a widow becomes pregnant
or a man eats with a caste with whom he is forbidden to eat, are
referred to the svdmd or religious head of Sankeshvar. In other
places the headmen scttle soctal d§QI}LItLS The Kunbi headmen,
among whom one of the chiof is the Desdi of Jamboti, arc hereditary.
Disobedience to # caste decision is punmished by loss of caste. Of
late there has been no change in the caste anthority,  The teacher or
gury has no voice in sottimo social disputes.  Kunbis do not send
their children fo school, nor do they take to new parsuits, They arc
rather a falling class,

Lamans, returned as nombering 976, are found over the
whole district, especially in Parasgad, Chikedi, Bidi, and Gokadk.
They say t].oy are Rajputs and that thcv came from Gujardt about
two bundred years ago, and that their Telations still hold land
Gujards. They are different from Vaniaris.  They are divided into
Chohérm, Jhalods, Raithods, and Parmérs, and except these clan
names have 10 surnames, Thev cat too'*rher They observe the
Rajput rale against lI’lf)C‘TlHd.ITIdU'B of fdmlheq of the same clan
name,  The fuur clang ntermarry, cxcept that Rdthods do mnot
marry with Jhaleds, nor Parmdrs with Chohans. The Lamdns
are fair, tall, and shong, generally with high features. Their head
heir is dark and the men wear the top-knot, moustache, and
whiskers. Their home tongue is Gujardti. They are clean, "hard.
working, honest, even-tempered, sober, and hospitable. The women
are hardworking and well-behaved. They till the land, but withow’
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much gkill or labonr.  They =zell firewood, which they cut in the bush-
lands, and scll at §d. to 4id. {}-3 es.) a headload. They own
pack-bullocks which they use for carrying grain and seil salt which
they bring from thé Konkan. While the main body of the caravaa
with the women and children and loaded cattle move slowly, a band
of the able-bodied sometimes leave them, travel quickly to a distant
village, commit a robbery, and rejoin the caravan with the booty.
They also join the Korvis in stcaling cattle, and are accused of
kidnapping women and children and of issuing false coin.  Some of
them, who are professional robbers, digsguise themselves as carriers
and waylay travellers, rob, and sometimes strangle them. They
live outside of villages in clusters of square huis three or four feet
high with mud walls and thatched roofs. They leave their cattle
in the open air both by night and day. They eat fish and the flesh
of fowls and goats, drink liquor, and smoke tobaceo. Their staple
food 18 Indian millet and vegetables. The men wear a turban, a
short coat, and a pair of breeches or a waistband, and sometimes
shoes ; and the women, a petticoat and an openbacked bodice. They
cover their arms from the wrists to the elbows with circles of ivory
or horn costing 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.), and their ears with tin rings
costing 11d. to 84. (1 -2 as) hung with silk knobs. They brad
their haiv and allow it to hang down their backs with two or more
silk knobs at the end. A fcast is held on the birth of a child and
the child is named by its pear relations. On the fifth day the
goddess Pdchvi is worshipped and a feast is given to near relations.
At marriages the boy’s father gives the girl’s father £4 (Rs. 40) in
cash and three bullocks. If heis unable to pay this amonnt the

bridegroom has to serve s fatheran-law for two or three years.

Their priests are Deshasth Brahmans, who unite the hands of the
boy and girl and enjoin them to be true to each other. For this
service the priest iy paid 2s. 6d. (I8s.13) aad sometimes more. They
allow widow marriage and polygamy, but not polyandry. A younger
brother marries his elder brother’s widow, but an elder brother is
not allowed to marry a younger brother’s widow. They bury their
dead and give caste dinuners on the third, twelfth, and thirteenth
days after death. At these death-dinners ne animal food is eaten.
They mournthirteen days. ‘Fheir family goddesses are Tulja Bhavani,
Durga Bbavinl and the god Biléji, of whom almost every family has
images. No animal food is ever eaten in feasts in honour of Baldj.
Their headman or ndil settles social disputes. Owing to the
opening of cart roads across the Sahyddris the pack-bullock traflic
has of late years snffercd severely.  They ave now a poverty-stricken
class. They do nob send their boys o echool.

Lona'ris, or Savr-mex, with a strength of 608, are found 1in
Belganw, Chikodi, Athni, snd Gokdk. They are divided into Mith
Lonaris or salt-sellers and Chune Londris or cemeni-roakers, who eaf
together but do not intermarry. Their home speech is Kdnarese,
bat they look like Kunbis, the men wearing the topknot, moustache,
and whiskers. They live in small houses with walls of mud and
tiled roofs. They rear cows, buffaloes, bullocks, asses, and dogs.
Their staple food 13 Indian millet and vegetables, but they eab the
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flesh of goats, sheep, fowls, partridges,and pigs. They drink to excess
and smoke both tobacco and hemp-flower. They feast their caste-
men at the time of marriage. They are careless and untidy in their
dress. The men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf or rumdl, a shirt,
and a shounldercloth ; and the women a shortsleeved bodice and a
robe whose skirt is not passed back between the fect. 'The women
mark their brows with red-powder or bunku and wear glass hangles
and the lucky necklace mangalsuira.  Bxeept the married woman’s
bangles and nccklace neither men nor women wear ornaments.
‘They arc hardworking, hospitable, and well-behaved. The Mith
Londrig or sali-zellers make nitre or sor-math and work as hus-
bandmen. The Chune Londrs or cement-makers make and sell
charcoal, carry stones on asses, and sell firewood,  Their women help
the men in their work., They respect Brahmans and call Karhddas
or Deshasths to conduct their births, marriages, and deaths. They
worship the erdinary Brahmanic gods and have images of Khandoba
and Yellarnma in their houses. They keep the regnlar Hindu holidays,
the chief of which ave Shimga in March, Yugadi in April, Dasara
imn October, and Divdli in November.  They have no rehglons head
or guru, and believe in soothsaying and in lucky and unlucky days.
Their customs scarcely differ from Kunbi customs., They allow
widow marriage and bury the dead. They are bound together as a
body and setile social disputes at meetings of the men of the caste.
They are a poor class.

Mara'tha's arc returned as numbering 119,300 and as found
all over the district. They have come into the district from Sdfdra
and other parts of the Deccan. Several of the higher Maratha
families claim, and probably withk might, a strain of Rajput or North
Indian blood. Among these may he noticed the Pavars who claim
connection with the Rajput Pavirs or Parmérs, the Ghadges,
Shirkes, Jadhavs, and Bhosles. The handsome appearance and
martial bearing of many of the higher families support their claim.
They wear the saercd thread and are careful to perform the
regular Hinda observances. At the same time no line can be
drawn betwecen them and the cultivating Mardtha Kunbis 1in
whom the sérain of northern blood 1s probably much weaker. One
subdivision of Marithis is the Akarméshes or eleven parts, that is
one part. shors, also called Shindes, a term applied to the illegitimate
offspring of the mistresses of Bréhmans or Mardthdas, Therr caste
ig that of the mother, and various privileges are withheld them.
Cultivating Marathds are called Kunbis or Kulvadis. The Mardthds
have no objection to dine with them, but they do not as a rule
intermarry. Thereisno objection to the son of a Mardtha marrying
a Kunbi's danghter, and vccasionally the danghters of poor Mardthas
are given in marriage to a rich Kunbi. Shindes try to get Mardtha
girls as wives for their sons, and when they are well-to-do succeed.
The son then calls himseif a Mardtha, and if he isa rich man he
passcs as a Maratha without difficulty., A Maratha of good fu ly
so far admits the Kunbi’s claims to equality that he considers him
higher than the Shindes. The Mardthds are hardworking, strong
‘hardy, and hospitable, but hot-tempered. As soldiers they are
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brave and loyal. The men wear the top-knot, the monstache, and
whiskers. Their home speech is Mardthi, but they know Kanarese
and Hindustini and a few of them Bnglish, They ave landholders,
hasbandmen, pleaders, fraders, labourers, soldiers, writers,
messengers, and servants.  The houses of the well-to-do are largo
and roomy, while those of the poor sre little better than huts.
The house of a well-to-do Marétha has four or five rooms, one for
cooking, ancther for storing grain, and the rest for bed-rooms.
They have front verandas, which serve as reception and sitting
rooms, and the wings as cattle sheds. The Maratha’s staple food
s millet bread, rice, and a liquid preparation of split pulse or dil.
They usc milk in large quaniity and oceasionally eat fish and fesh,
and drink lquor,

Some of the men dress like Drdhmansand the gentry or jehdghir-
ddrs and families of rank ov sarddrs wear trousers, a tight-fitting
coat, and a three-cornered turban worn tilted up over the right ear of
twisted cloth about a foob broad and a hundred feet long with ends
of gold. Poor Mardthds wear a rumdl or headscarf, a blanket to
cover the shoulders, and a wastcloth wrapped round the middie.
A rich Maratha woman dresses like a Brahman woman in along vobe
with the end drawn back befween the feet and a bodice with short
sleceves and a back. 'They generally wear a number of ornamoents.
The poor dress like the rich, but in coarse fabrics and with orna-
ments of silver, brass, or zine.  Oun the fifth day after the birth of a
child, five little girls are foastod in honour of the poddess Satvai, On
the thirteenth day they lay the child in a cradle and name it. On the
day before a marriage the boy and girl wre rubbed with turmeric at
their own houses. A feast is held and the gondhal ceremony is per-
formed. In the third and the soventh mounth of her fivst pregnancy
a woman is presented with a bodice and robe.  Lines with red-powder
or kunkw arve drawn on her feet, turmericis rmbbed on her body, and
a feast Is given to relations and friends.  TIn the evening the woman
is richly dressed and ornamented, and with her hushand is scated
in the midst of a crowd of relations and friends. Two married
women rub with red-powder the brows of the hushand and wife
and wave lighted lamps before their faces, while the women gnests
sing songs. The wife repeats her husband’s name in a verse,
adorns him with fowers, and rubs his body with scented powder
and oil, daubs his brow with sandal, offers him @ packet of botelnut
and leaves, and agsain repeating hig name in & conplet bows hefore
him. The husband then adorns his wife with {lowers, rubs her
brow with red-powder, and repeats her name in a couplet. A
conple of married women then wave lghts in front of the faces
of the hushand and wife and the gunests retire, but not till each of
the women repeats her husband’s name ia a couplet. They bury
infants, and all except the very poor burn persons of mature
age. The chief mourncr shaves his head except the top-knot and his
face except the eyebrows, and tying a piece of gold with the hair
burns it on the funeral pyre. They mourn ten days, and on the
twelfth and thirteenth perform cercmonies in honour of the dead,

‘hen the castefellows are feasted and uncooked rice or shidha iz
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given, t¢ Brihmans. The higher Mardthds do not allow theiv
widows to marry, bui the poor do. The Mardthds are religious
and believe in the usnal Hinde gods and in their sacred writings.
Their chicf gods are Viskhnun and Shiv. Most of them have no
honse deities, but a few keep images of Khandoba and Amba
Bhavani. They show grest respect to DBrdhmans, and ewmploy
them as their priests. 'ihey keep all Hindu fasts and feasts, and
some of them sear the sacred thread or jamwe. They fast on
Rimnavami in April, the Mondays of Shrdvan in August, and on the
Bladashis of Ashidh and Kévtils, July and November. On the new-
moon of Bhidrapad or September, during the Pole festival, bullocks
are decorated with flower garlands and wreatbs and painted ved,
especially the horns, and paraded round the town or village with
great show aund merriment.  The right to have the leading bullock
in the procession iz keenly prized and is gencrally enjoyed by the
headman of the village, When the procession returns to the
village cross or chawdi, the village priest applies red-powder to
their brows and is presented with money. In the evening ecvery
family gives as rick a feast as they can afford. They have a caste
commnnity and scttle social disputes in accordance with the opinion
of the majority of the castemen. 'They send their boys to school and
take to new pursuits. Except husbandmen and labourers, who have
to borrew to meet special expenses, thoy arein easy cirenmstances.
Mith-gavda’'s, or Sarr-yEN, with a sirenghh of twenty-four, are
found in Chikodi only. They seem to be of Mardtha origin. They
came into the district from Vengurla and Shirvada, but when and
why is not known. They have no subdivisions.  Their surnames are
Chelan, Jadbav, and Shinde; families bearing the same surnames
canuot intermarry.  They look like Kunbis and speak Mardthi m their
homes, They live in small houser with walls of mud and tiled
roofs. Thev rear cows, buffalocg, and bullocks.  'They are fernperate
in eating and drinking, and sheir every-day food is judri or ndelna
and rice. They are not good cooks and eat fish, crabs, and the
flesh of sheep, goats, and fowls. They drink both country and
foreign liquor and smoke tobacce. They give feasts fo ther
castcmen during marriages and on the anuiversarics of deceascd
ancestors. 'The men wear a waistcloth, a headsearf or rumdl, a
shirt, and a shouldercloth. The women wcar a shortsleeved
bodice and a robe whose skirf they draw back between the feet. The
men’s ornaments are, the earrings calied bhilkbdli and the bracelet
kada ; the women wear the earrings called bugdis, bilis, and kdps, the
nose-ring called nath, the necklaces called mangalsutras, saris, and
putlis, the armlets called vikis ov eholbandis, and the bracelets called
patlis, veles, and kangaris. Neither men nor women are neat or clean
in their dress and they have no special liking for gay colours.  They
are hardworking and scber, hut hot-tempered. Sowe of them are
landholders and some peasant-holders, bnt none of them are skilful
hashandmen. Their women help thom in their work, and also by
seiling milk, butter, and curds. They are poor, many of them in debt.
They have little or no credit and have to pay twenfy-four per cent
of interest. They worship the ordinary Brdkmanic gods and sho
special reverence to Mahddey., Their honse god is Ravalndth. The
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sect and call Karhddas to conduct their birth, marriage, puberty,
¢ death ceremonies, They keep the regular Hindn holidays.
2y fast on the A«hddhi Erddashi in July and on the Kdrfki
ddashi in November, and undertake no pilgrimages, They
ideve in sorcery and in lucky and unlacky days, aud consult
linary Brahmans at the tim> of birth, marringe, puberty, and

ath. Their customs do not differ from those of Marithds. They -

ow widow marriage and bury their dend. 'They are bound together
a body anid their social disputes are settled at meetings of the
m of the caste. They do not send their boys to school or take o
w pursuits, They are a poor class and in debt.

Radis, with a strength of 6290, are found over the whole district
cept Khandpur and Belgaum, and are most namerons in Gokdk.
ey are divided into Matmat Radis and Pakpak Radis, who eat
gether but donot intermarry. They are strong and dark, the men
2aring the topknot and moustache. They are hardworking, honest,
ri{ty, and miserly. They are husbandmen, graindealers,and money-
nders, and enter Government service as messengers, They rear
»ws, buffaloes, horses, and other domestic animals. Their houses are
ke those of ordinary Hindus, one or two storeys high, They do not
at fish or flesh or drink liguor. Their staple food is rice, Indian
iullet bread, and vegetables. Their holiday fare is sweetmeats
ud other rich dishes. The ouly peculiarity in their way of eating
s that the Pakpaks set a low wooden stool nnder the plate from
vhich they eat. 'They do not differ in their customs from Kunbis,
and allow widow marriage. They bury the uvnmarried and burn the
married dead. In religion the Matmats are Vaishnavs and rub
heir brows with saundal and red-powder: The Pukpaks are Shaivs,
ub their brows with ashes, and wear the ling. The Matmats’ priests
re ordinary Brahmans and the Pakpaks’ are Jangams or Lingdyat
priests. Both divisions observe the ordinary Hindu holidays. They
call their headmen ketimaniyavars and -leave all disputes to their

decision. A few send their boys to school. They are a well-to-de

class.
Rajputs are returned as nambering 2697, They are scattered

-all over the district but are chiefly found in large villages especially

in Parasgad and Chikedi. They state that they have been long
settled in the district and their forefathers keps Mardtha and other
loweaste women, The offspring of these mixed marriages, who
are scattered all over the district, call themselves Rajputs and keep
some of the custoins of their fathers. A few have kept relations

with Rajputana. Among them are representatives ot several trihes, .

Ahirs, Bahiriyds, Barcls, Gardivds, Korachmalds or Koris, Koh4rs,
Lads, Loniyas, Murdis, and Pasis. Families belonging to these
different tribes neither eat together nor intermarry. Some of the
families of purer descent belong to the Chandrdgan, Garga, Késhap,
Raghuvanshi, and Bisen gofras or family stocks. I'amilies belonging
to the same golra cannot intermarry. Besides the divizion into
tribes who neither eat togethernor intermarry, and into family stocks
or gotras, the Rajputs are distinguished by surnames, the traces of
old tribal or clan distinctions which so far correspond to family

B 8017 :

Po,
Husna
Mith-gu

Radis,

Rajputs.



IL

iion,
/DMER,
ks,

[Bombay Gazel
130 DISTRICTS,

stocks or gofras that families must marry into farcilies with ot
surnames. The chief of these surnames are Povdr, Chandel, R4
Bhidériya, Maidpuri, Chohan, Dhdrdnagari, Kashvai, Solanki, Ha
and Rdthod. They are larger and more strongly made than oth
Belganm Hindus, bat with a coarser skiu and less intelligence the
Brahmans. Somo men shave the head except the top-knot; othe
let the whole head hair grow. All wear the moustache. Son
wear whiskers and no beard, and others wear both beard ar
whiskers ; and some grow a tuft of hair over each ear. Wor
wear the hair tied in a koot on the back of the head but don
deck it with flowers. Their home tongue is Bindustdni ; most
them live in clean and neat houses two storeys high with walls
brick or mud and tiled rocfs. They eat Indian millet or jvdri brea
rice, pulse, and vegetables. Their pet dishes are sugared milk ¢
biasundi and wheat cakes or puris. They give caste feasts durin
warriages and bolidays. They eab fish, crabs, fowls, and the fles
of sheep, goats, and game on holidays and whenever they ca
afford it. Most Rajputs drink no liquor. A few take a little o
holidays and other great days and others daily, but not o excess
Their dress does not differ from the Kunbi dress. Both men anc
women are neat and clean in their dress. Bome of the womer
wear large gold noserings or naths about a foot round. To ease
the nostril of its weight the ring is chained to the hair over the lefi
ear, Other women wear a nosering only a little larger than that
used by Kunbi women. Married women wear the nosering,! ear-
rings,? the lucky necklace mengalsuira, and other neck ornaments,
They wear gold, silver, and glass wristlets, silver anklets or painjuns,
and a silver ring on each toe. Widows are not allowed to wear the
lucky neck-thread or mangalsuira or glass bangles. The men hang
a gold coln or mohor round their neck and wear a necklace of the
rudrdksha beads sacred to Shiv. They wear a gold armlet or pochs,
and gold wristlets or kadis. They are fond of gay colours. Except
that 1t is costlier, their holiday dress does not differ from their every-
day dress. They are clean, neat, sober, thrifty, and hardworking,
but not very agreeable or hospitable. They are landholders, over-
holders, peasant-holders, and under-holders. Some are only field-
labourers.  Some, but not all, are skilful husbandwen growing
gardenand other rich crops. The women and grown up children of
the poorer families help the men in the fields ; but well-to-do women
do not appear in public or work in the fields or on the roads. Very
fow of them are fraders or craftsmen. Some of them make and sell
sweetmeats and others are cattle-keepers and milk-sellers. A few
are in Government service as walchmen, constables, revenue
messengers, clerks, and soldiers. A few are moneylenders. Among
them a boy begins to earn his living at about fifteen. Most of them
are in good condition. Some are in debt due to marriage and other
special expenses. They bave credit and can borrow at about eight

* There ars two ways of wearing the nosering. Some wear it in one of the nostrils,
others bore the centre cartilage of the nose and the ring hangs on the npper lip.
2 They bore about ten holes in each ear in which they wear gold rings set with

- pRarls,
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or nine per cent a year. They are Shaiva by religion, worshipping
all Hinda gods but chiefly Mahddev. They have copper, brass,
silver, and gold images of Mahdédev, Vishnu, QGanpati, Marnti, and
Devi in their hooses. They show much respect to their pricsts who
are the ordinary village Brdhwmans, They roquire the belp of a
Bréhman ab naming, threadgirding, marriage, and death. They
keep the regular Ilindu holidays, and wmake pilgrimages to Gokarn,
Rimeshvar, Benares, Dwéirka, Mathura, Allahabad, and Triveni.
Their spiritual guide is Shankardchdrya of Sankeshvar, They
believe 1n sorcery, witcheraft, and soothsaying, and consolt wizords
and astrologerswhen sickuess or misfortune overtakes them. Rajputs
claim to kecp all the sixteen ceremonies or sanskdrs but some
perform only pdchet or the ceremony on the fifth day after birth,
naming, marriage, puberty, and death. They wear the thread only
at marriage time. Child marriage and golygamy are allowed, but
widow marriage is forbidden and laolyan ry is unknown. They are
bound together as & body and their social disputes are sottled by
the majority of the adult male members. Some send their children
to school, but girls are removed as soon as they are married or
reach the age of twelve. They are ready to take to new pursuits
and on the whole are a steady and prosperous class.

Pila'ris, or Aot Banasaurs, with a strength of 5570, are found
ounly in Belganm and Chikodi. They have no subdivisions. Their
commonest sarnames are Ningmudri and Sankpdl. The names in
common use among men are Bassaps and Malldpa, and among women
Lingava and Yellava. Their bome speech is Kdparese. 'They look
like Lingéyats. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, and the
women $ie their hair in a knot behind the head but do mot deck it
with flowers or mix it with false bair. They live in smalil houses
with walls of mud and tiled roofs, and keep cows, bullocks, and
buffaloes. Their staple food is Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables,
They are not good cooks and almost their only feasis arc on
marriage occasions. They cat mneithor fish nor flesh and drink no
liguor. The men wear & waistcloth, a headscarf or rumil, a ghirt,
and a shouldercloth ; and the women, a shorvislesved hodice and the
robe without passing the end back between the feet. The men’s
ornaments are the earrings ealled bilis, the armlets called kadds, and
. the waistchain called kudadora; the women’s ornaments ave the
.earrings called bugdis and bilis, tho nosering called mati, the
11ecklaces called saris, &ikis, and mangnlsutras, and the bracelets
¢ alled pdtlis, cholbundis, kanganis, and glass bangles. Both men
a nd women wear a ling in an oblong silver box hung round the
n eck or tied round the right arm uear the shoulder, or, among the
poor, tied in the turban. The sect-mark which is worn both by
men and women is a level streak of white ashes. They are
neat, clean, hardworking, honest, and sober, but not orderly.
They are hasbandmen aud milk-sellers and their women and
children help them in wesding and sowing. Their family priest is
a Jangam and they do not respect Brdhmans or call them to their

ceremonies, They keep the vegnlar Hindu holidays and fast on
Shizardtra in February, They have the greatest respect for Shiv
. and their house god is Malaya. They do not go on pilgrimage
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and have no teacher or guru. They believe in lucky and unlucky

days, mnumbers, sights, and cvents, for which they consult the
Jdangams,  Of the sixteen sacraments or sonskdrs they keep five,
irth, marriage, puberty, pregnancy, aud death.  They name the
birth, bert 1 death. 1

child on the thirteenth dav and feass Jangams and castefollows.,
Before marriage they rab the boy and the ;,111 with turmeric and
oil and the J'mw s conduaet the marriage ceremony by throwing
rice gralns over “the couple’s head and fop‘;atmc‘ verses. After bemg
handed betelnuts and leaves the guests retire. Oun the following
day they feast Jangams aud castemen and the marriage is over,
They allow widow marriage and bury the dead. Before the body is
taken out of the house a dinner of buns and boiled milk is given
and alms are distributed among the Javgams. The body is seated
on a wooden frame eovered with Hower garlands, and with music is
carried to the burial ground. The ouly sign of mourning 1s that for
three days the relations of the dead are considered i impure. They
are bonrd together as a body and their social disputes are settled as
mass meetings of the adnlt male members of the caste. They do
not send their boys to sclhicol and fake to no new pursuits. They are
o steady class.

Crafismen inciude sixteen classes with a strength of 60,050
or 7°68 per cent of the Hindu pepulation, The details ave:
Brrcavy CRAFTSMEN,
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Badgis or CARPENTERS, are returned as numbering 4087 and as
found in large villages all over the district, They say that they are the
dc%eudantb of one ut the five sons of Vishvakarma, the w orld-builder.
They are divided into Panchdls or Km‘nd(aks, Mardithds, and
Konkanis.  The last two eat food cocked by Panchdls, but Panchals
do not eat food cooked either by Mardathds or by Konkanis. None'
of the clusses marry with the others. The Mardthas and Konkanis?
are belicved to have come from Ratndpiri, Savantvddi, and Gor*
and the Panchéls from ihe Xarndtak. Jhey are of rmddh, height's
far, regvim -featured, aud rather slightly made. The men shas ©
the head and face except the topknot and mounstache, The Panchil’ ¥
mother-tongue 15 Kdnarese, and the Mardthds and KonkaurS
speak Marathi. They hve in houses with walls of mud and tile
roofs.  The men wear a headscarf or rumdl, 2 walstcloth, 2
shouldercloth, and a coat or walsteoat. %€

Their women dress hi
Kunbi women, and do not draw back the end of the robe. Th e"v
are hardworking, hnsplbabie and intelligent, but extravagaut
not homnest. lhey earn their living as carpenters, blacksmiths, "

cultivators. Except a few in B@igaum and one in Kitturin Samnﬂa
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they are not trained to handle Buropean tools. The following are
the pames and prices of their chief tools : the adze or bdechi, costing
3y. to 4s. (Rs.1}-2) ; the chisel or uli, costing 9. to Ja. {6-8 us.);
the saw or karangas, costing 1s. to 14s. (8 as.-Rs.7); tho plano or
uchyorada, cosiing 2x. to 3s (Rs.1-14); tho borer or hidwdl,
costing 1s. (8 ax); and the file, costing 44 to 8s. (3 as.- Rs. 3§).
They make tablcs, chairs, boxes, and eupboards, and earn 444,
to )s. (3-8 as«) a day. TYouths do not begin to work regularly
till they are between sixteon and eighteen. They buy woed from
timber merchants who bring it from Savantvadi and Kénara,
They buy iron from local Mdrwir Vanis Very few of them have
capitel and they do mnot keep ready-mnade articles in store. There
iz pothing particular either in their houses or dress. The staple
food of the Budgis is millet and rice, but except the Panchéls, they
eat flesh and dunk liquor. They work from morning to lamplight.
A Budgi never dines until he has bathed, said his prayers, and
" worshippod his house gods. Their women mind the house and do
not help the men in their work. Danchéls perform the thread
coremony of their boys before they aro ten years old, the cerewony
costing £1 10s. to £3 {Rs.15-80). Givls are married beforo they
come of age abnd the marvinge expenses vary from £3 to £20
{Rs. 30-200), ‘Vidow marriage is allowed, bnt women who man;y
again arc not held in much respect. If the busband agrees the wite
is allowed a divorce and is al liberty to form a second marriage. The
Badgis including the Panclhils either burn or bury the dead ; those
who can afford 1t burn. They keep all Hindu fasts and feasis.
The men rub their brows with zandal-powder, and the women,
excepting widows, with vermilion. Their chief gods and goddesses
are Kilamba, Lakshmni, Khandoba, and Jotiba. Their family gods
are Ravalndth, Malhdr, and Ycllamma. The Panchéls have their own
caste priests, who eat and intermarry with thom. The Mardthis and
Konkanis employ the ordinary Deccan and Konkan Brdhmans.
The Panch4l Badgis worship the goddess Lakshmi! Her image,
which is always of wood, is kept in a carpenter’s bouse. The goddess
has few special shrioes. The local Brahmanic story of the origin
of tte worship of Lakshmi is that she was the daughter of a
Bréaman who married a Mhir. The Mbir was a sweeper and
every morning swept the Brihman’s house, and, while sweepiug,
overheard the Bréhman teach his children the Veds and learnt them
by heart. He then moved to a neighbouring village and there
lived as & Brahman. After some timo he went to the house of the
Bréhman he used to serve, and having rcpeated the Veds,
demoanded bis danghter in marriage. Thoy were married, bad
children, and for sowe yeurs lived in her father’s house. They then
left the Brahmans and went to live with the husband’s parents. Oa
finding out to what caste he belonged, she cavsed her husband and
children to be murdered. The Brdhmans would not receive her
back and she went to the house of a Badgi who welcomed and
worshipped her. Since then the carpenters coutinne to worship

1Tn almost all vi whichhvetowmthBe‘%:rdjm of the tower is Lakehmi
and the ministrant of Lakshmi'y ekrine is the i or village carpenter,
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the image of Lakshmi. A% a yearly fair in honour of the geddess
a buffalo and several sheep ave oifered. This is part of the early
Kanarese village goddess worship, and the Bréhmans seews to
bave invented the Mhar-Brdhman hnsband sfory to reconcile these
bleod offerings to the worship of Lakshwmi and to explain their
taking part in the rite. The buifalo which is sacrificed is the
Mhdr and the shecp the Mhdr-Brabman children. The day on
which the yearly laiv is beld s fixed by the Badgils. A week
before the day of the fmir the 1mage of Lakshmi is scf in s
conscerated place and dally worshipped.  On the morning of the

“chief day the image is set in a large car and dragged through the

main street of the village. When it is bronght back u he-buflalo
and & sheep are made to stand in front of the goddess and the
viilage headman or paifil touches their necks with a drawn sword,
and the village Mbar cuts off their heads. 8o much excitement aud
expense attend these yearly fairs that kuri Eon bidon, the killing
of the sheep and buffalo, is a proverbial phrase for any great effors.
When the buifaloe’s bead is cut off the village Mhér raises it on
his own head, and followed by a erowd walks round the village, the
people strewing rice dipped in buffaloe’s blood to pacify evil spirits
and keep them friendly. Under foricer rulers it was the custom
for the head-carrying Mhér to be followed by a band of men of his
caste with drawn swords,  If he fell with the head, it was considered
most ill-omened and he was cut to pieces by the swordsmen.
Besides presents of clothes the carrier of the head is paid 8s. (Rs. 4)
in cash.  On the fifth day after the birth of a child Badgis worship
the goddess Batvdi and name the child on the twelfth. Boys have
their hair cut at six months old, and girls are married before they
come of age They allow widow marringe and polygamy, but
polyandry is unknown. The Panchéls have a headman or guru of
their own caste, who settles ordinary disputes.  Serious breaches
of easte rules are referred to the Shankardchdrya. The Marithds
and Konkanis have no headmen and settle disputes at a meeting of
the wen of the caste. They are a well-to-do class.  Some have
good employment as Pnblic Works carpenters and foremen ; others
earn about 15. (8 a5.) a day. Tew send their boys to school o~ take
to new parsuits. :
Gha'nigerus, or MiLtworkERs (ghdno a mill and geru a workman3,
that is Oilmen, are returned as numbering 5718 and as found over
the whole disirick. They say that the founder of their class was a
certain Ghandd Kanyapaya, a pious but poor Lingdvat who is said
to have beon a devoted worshipper of Revansiddheshvar, an
incarnation of Shiv.  Iis chief worship consisted in lighting a lamp
called dipardidhan in Shiv’s temple every evening aud in this duty
he never failled. He pressed only so much oil as sufficed to light
the Jamp and maintain himself and his family. To try his faith
Shiv took from him his mill and cverything in his honse, and left
him destitute. Kanyapaya, finding bhimself bereft of everytling,
went to the temple and standing in front of she god set his long
hair on firc and lighted the temple. Shiv was so pleased with his
devotion that he carried Kanyapaya to heaven. The Ghénigerns
are divided into Sajan, or pure; Kare, or black ; Bile, or white;
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Vantiyab, or men with one bullock; Pasti, of nnknown meaning ;
Puncham, belonging to the five crafts; Kemp, or red; and
Vaishnav, or followers of Vishnu, Most of these names are Kdnarese,
All except the Vaishnavs ecat together, but none of the classes
intermarry. The men are dark and strong and the women ave fair.
Both men and women wear & liuny and rub their brows with ashes.
Some of the Vantiyat or one-bullock-men wear both the fing and
the sacred thread or jinve. Their home tongue is Kdnarese. They
are dirty, buat sober, thrifty, cven-tempered, and hospitable,
Almost all are oil-pressers and the rest busbandmen. They trade
and extract oil from linseed, groundunts, and sesamum. Two or
three kinds of secds are generally mixed i equal quantities, Their
mill consists of a solid stone cylinder with a mortar-like hollow in
which the seed is ground by a heavy bleck of wood called diks
which turns round in the hollow and te which bullocks or buffaloes
are yoked. They buy the raw seed from husbandmen either
directly or through brokers and sell the oil to wholesale or retail
dealers. Their women help and their boys after the age of twelve.
Their work is eonstant, but they do not make more than 1s. (8 as.)
a day. About half of them have capital; the rest arc labourers,
most of whom are in debt. Besides presuing oil the women make
cowdung cakes which are usefnl for fuel and for burning the dead.
The GlLanigerns of Belgaum, besides pressing cil, keep bullock carts
and let them for hire; and this greatly adds to their income. In
Belgaum their houses are generally larger than those of other
Hindus, being two storeys high and with tiled roofs. JInside, near
the front deor, their mill stands on ground two or three fect lower
than the rest of the house. Xxcept the Vaishnavs all eat fish and
flesh and drink liguor. They dress like Lingdyats. They name
children on the twelfth day after birth, and their other ceremonies
such as hair-cutting, marriage, pregnancy, and death closely resemble
those of the Lingdyats. The followers of Shiv bury, and the rest burn
their dead. The clothes of the dead are broaght home, worshipped on
the seventh day, and given to Jangams or Lingdyat priests. They
do not ebserve mourning.  ¥xcept the Sajans and Pastis they allow
widow marriage. They give a feast to the jangams and castemen,
visit Lingdyat temples, and pay money to the Jangams. They are
either followers of Shiv or Vishnu.  ‘They consider it a sin to close
the eyes of their bullocks while they are yoked to the mill. They
have also a belief that it is sinful to work with a pair of bullocks
and hence the class of Vantivats or one-bullock-men (vawti one
and yatfn ox) has arisen. The Ghinigerns have a headiwan who
settles disputes with the help of the men of the caste. Breaches
of caste rules are punishable by excommanication, but a feast or
diksha to castefellows restores the offender to his place.  Few send
their boys to school. 'The Ghanigerns are ir easy circumstances,
but are soon likely to suffer from the competition of kerosine oil.
Ghisa’dis,or Wanoerine Bracksmrras,are returned as numbering
seventy-seven, and as found over the whole district, They are also
called Bailne Kombérs or outside-ironsmiths, because they work in
open places outside of the village. They are said to have come from
Gujardt about & bundred or a hundred and twenty-five yesrs ago.
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They have no subdivisions, and among their surnames are Chohdn,
Povar, Solanke, and bu1y<Lv[1115111. lhey are healthy and weil-made,
and the colour of their skinis sallow, Their home tongue is Gujardti,
Being a wandering tribe they have no buiit houses, but remain
wherever they are overtaken hv the rains outside the vﬂ]'we under
rag-roofed booths or pals which they carry from place to place on the
backs of donkeys. 'The men wear a cloth ronnd the waist and
another round the body, and a turban; and the women dress like
Kunbis. They ecat fish and flesh and drink liquor. They are hard-
working, quarrelsome, intemperate, and extravagant. Though they
do not take part in gang robberics they are at times connected with
them snpplying the robbers with spearh ieads and other weapons.
On such cceasions they are staunch in refusing to tell who were
their employers. They make iron spoons, slckios, reaping hooks, and
other field toole. Their women and children help by blowing the
bellaws. Their chief 2ods are Kdilamma, Khandoba, and Ambabai ;
and their priests are D(‘Hh%th Konknasth, and Karhda B:ahmans.
On the fifth day after the birth of a child thoy worsbip the goddess
Pachvi, offer her a sheep, and feast their castefeliows. On the
ninth day they lay the ehild in the eradle, name it, and distribute
cooked gram and wheat to female relations and friends. They
marry their children at any age. A day before the marriage the
parents of the boy and girl worship the goddess Bhavani and
perform the gondha! dance.  They practise polygamy and allow
widow marriage. They bury the unwarried and burn the marred
dead. Ou the eloventh day after a death the chief mourner has his
moustache, whiskers, and beard shaved. Their tribe has no
recognized head, each gang choosimg the most intelligent and
enterprising to settic its disputes. They do not send their boys to
school or make any effort toimprove their position. They save a
little to meet marriage and other special expenses, but ‘much of
what they save goes in drink. Their condition is middling. :

Hatkars, or Haxoroonw Weavess, are returned as numbericg 8547
and as found over the whole district except in Khdndpur and
Belgaum. At ove time all were Lingdvats.  Several hundred years
ago a certain Devangad Ayya per siaded some of them o wear the
Sacred thread instead of the ling and to rub their brow with sandal
instead of cowdung ashes, The obstinacy with which they have
stuck to their new religion, from Jat obstinacy, is generally believed
to be the orgin of the name Hatkar, Bub this seems mmprobable as
Hatlkar- D"Jdmr ar is the name of many classes of shepherds to whom
the epithet t obstinate scems to be in no way applicable.  Some of
them in time lost faith in Devdngad Ayya and went back to
Lingdyatism. There ave mow two divisions, the Kuldcharis or
followers of Devangad A}y:, who wear the sacred thread ; and the
Shivdehdris who are Lingayats and wear the ling. The Kuldchdris
observe the rules of the Brahman religion, * bathing  daily,
wearing freshly washed or sitk waisteloths at worship and dinner;
oﬁermg food to the gods before they eat 3, Iaymcr oub pieces of
food at dinmer time to please spirits, making a circle of water ronnd
the dining piate, avd rubbing the brow with sardal and red-powder.
The Shivdchiris assert that Shiv is the supreme being, and
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observe the Lingdyab rites. The two divisions neither eat together
nor intermarry. They are generally fair, like goldsmiths or
coppersmiths, Their home tongue is Kéanarese. Most of their
houses are one-storeyed with mud or brick walls and tiled roofs.
They keep them neuat and clean and have no servants. Some own
a cow or a she-buffalo. The men wear a headscarf, @ coai, and
waistcloth.  Flesh and liquor are forbidden, and only a few of the
men smoke. They are hardworking and honest, but hot-tempered.

They constder begging a great disgrace and work hard for their
bread. They are clean and neat and hospitable to their caste-
fellows. Their chief calling is weaving. 'The clothes they weave
are robes, sidis and lugdes, worth 4s. to £2 10s. (Rs.2-25);
eotton waisteloth dhotars, worth 25. to £1 45, (Rs. 1-12); and silk
waistcloths mugtds, worth 8s. to £3 (Rs.4-30). Some of them
are moneylenders. Boys begin to learn weaving at twelve and are
skilful workors by twenty. They sell their goods, sometimes
wholesale to big cloth merchants, sometimes rctail to consumers.
Their daily earnings average 7id. to 9d. (5-6 as). 'They
sometimes work to OI‘dBl, bat they seldom sink to a position of
dependence on men of capital. Their craft is hereditary. Some
have capital and others buy their materials on credit. Among the
Kuldcharis or Brahmanic Hatkars on the fifth day after a male
child is born a party of elderly married women meet and gird the
child’s waist with a cotton string called kadadora. Fach of the
women 1s presented with a little turmeric, which they rub on
their own cheeks, at the same time marking their brows with red-
powder. In the evening sweet cakes and sugared milk are
handed round. Among the Shivichdris on the fifth day after
birth the child’s father, or in his absence the head of the family,
hangs a ling round the child’s neck, and keeps it in some safe
place till the child is able to bear its weight. A party of
children not fewer than five are fed in honour of the ceremony.
Both divisions name the child either on the twelfth or on the
thirteenth day after birth. Dcfore a marriage the boy’s father has
to pay the girl’s father £2 10s. to £5 (Rs. 25 -50) if she is under
eight; £5 to £7 (Rs.50.70) if she is between eight and ten;

but sometimes as much as £10 (RRs.100) when she is over ten and
nearly able to work at the loom. A father may agree to accept
less than the full amount, or he may return part of it as dowry.
The fathers of widows of mature age and who are able to weave are
sometimes paid more for a widowed than for an unmarried daughter.

Two or three days before the marriage day a formal betvothal, or
bastagikdirya, takes place in the presence of the Shetis, Nia,ha]ans,
- Deshmukhs, and other lecading men of the town, and the boy’s
father presents the girl with a necklace and robe. They allow
widow marriage and mark the event by a caste dinner. They
practise polygamy. The Kuldchéris  burn their dead. The chief
mourner shaves his moustache and monrns eleven days. They
remove the ashes on the third day and throw them into a river or
running brook. They feed their priests and relations both on the
twelith and on the thirteenth days. The priests who perform their
funeral ceremonies are Devéngaddyis or followers of the prlest who
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induced the Knldchdris to give up being Lingivats. They say that
the seat of their head is at Hampi in Bellar and that he has
representafives in several important towns, The Shivichédris or
Lingdyat Hatkars bury thewr dead and do not mourn. The
Kulacharis respeet their priests and the Shivachéris worship theirs.
Ameng the Kualdchdrs the men wear the sacred thread and mark
their brows with sandal, while the women rub theirs with red-
powder ; the Shivdcharis, both men and women, wear the {7ug and
mark their brows with cowdung ashes. Neither of them employ
Brahman priests ab their marrages, except that they ask a Brihman
to fix the lucky moment.,  Their hcadmon are their teachers or gurus,
who live in monasteries. The condition of Hatkars is generally
good, but those who depend solely on their looms are hable to suffer
in times of dronght., During the 1876 and 3877 farmme their
sufferings were very severe. There was no demand for clothes and
grain was ruinously dear.  They have not yet regained their former
state of comparative comfort. They send their boys to school,
but only till they learn fo rcad and write a little and cast accounts.
They are & steady and well-to-do class.

Ja'dars are found over the whole district, especially in Gokdk
where they are numerous. They are divided into DPatsdlis,
Bamedvars, Kurinvarg, and Helkdrs, who do not intermarry or eat
together cxcept in their monasieries or maths, and when their
svdmis arc present. The Nilkasbalkis, who are a subdivision of
the Kurinvars, have the peculiar custom of the ling and bhasin
or sacred ash tied to and rubbed on the calf of the right leg.
The Kuovrinvars do not eat with the Nilkatbalkis and never give
them their danghters in marriage, but they sometimes take their
girls in marriage after they have performed some purifying
ceremonies.  The men wear the moustache buf not the top-knot,
and apply cowduang ashes to thcir brows. Their home tongne is
Kanarese. ‘Theyare clean, hardworking, honest, sober, thritty, even-
tempered, and hospitable.  The women kelp the men in their work.
They are weavers, weaving excellent robes and waisteloths both of
cotbon and siik ; they also trade in cloth. Some of them rear cows,
buffalocs, and horges, Their honses are generally roomy and well
snited for their looms. Their dress, like that of other Lingéyats, is
simple and plain,  Their jewelry is the same as that of high caste
Hinduos. . Their staple food is Indian willet bread, rice, pulse, and
vegetables. Those who are not Shaivaite eat flesh and drivk lquor,
but never allow their food to be seen by any cne of another caste.
They worship the goddess Satvai on the fifth day after the birth of
8 child, and their children are named on the thirteenth day by a
Lingdyat pricst, who ties the ling round the child’s neck. There is
no rale that a girl should be married before she comes of age. A
poor person has to pay tho eirl’s father a sum mnot exceeding
£4 (Rs.40). The rich make presents of elothes and ornaments.
They allow their widows to marry, paying them donble what is paid
during the first marriage. ‘The children by the first husband are
left to his relations. They practise polygamy freely saying that they
require women to help them in their work. The Shaiviits bury
their dead ; the otkers burn. When a Jidar dies a Jangam places
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hig foof on the dead man’s head.  The foot is then washed and
worshipped, and the water is dropped info the corpse’s mouth. The
body is carried to the burying ground on a wooden frame,accompanied
by friends, relations, and music. After the burial is over the clothes
arve brought back and worshipped, a practice which is said to be pre-
valent in this district only. Their headman called Katimaniyavaru or
Shetti, with the help of the aduli male members of the easte, settles
social disputes.  Owing to the competition of Knropean and Bombay
cloth the handloom-weavers are not so well off as they used to be.
Still they are not serimped for food or clothing and are able to save.
Most of those who wear the fing worship Shiv; the others worship
Vishnu, but like the Shaivdits they respect Bdndshankari whose
shrine 1s at Bandshankar in Bdddmi where is a large temple and two
fine ponds. A fair 1s held every year atbended by thousands of

pilgrims.  In times of sickness her worshippers take a vow that if -

the sick recovers he will pass acrogs the pond near the femple. On
the big day the child or grown person for whom the vow has
been made is seated 1n a cradle-shaped platform of fresh plantain
stems, joined togethor with spikes, bound by plantain thread or
ropes and let into the water. The child is attended hy two fishermen
or Ambigs, one of whom swims holding a rope tied to the cradle in
his teeth and another follows in case of accident. Thus the child
is drawn across the whole breadth of the pond. This practice is
‘common among all classes who worship the goddess. The priests of
the Jadars are Jangams. They have no images in their houses and
keep the ordinary Huada holidays, They send their boys to school
till they learn to read and wrife and cast accounts. They are well off,

Jingars are refurued as numbering 534 and as found all over
the distriet, but chiefly in large villages. They have no subdivigions.
Some of their chief surnames are Amblekar, Chavdn, Gaoli, Honka-
lasgar, Kédmblekar, Kutasvir, and Karjgir. They are fair and good-
looking, and speak both Kéinarese and Mardthi. They live in hounses
with tiled roofs and walls of brick, onc or two storeys high, which
they keep clean and tidy. They bave scrvants in their houses and
keep cows and she-buffaloes. Both the men and women are clean
and neab in their dress, the men wearing a coat, waisteoat, waist and
shouldercloth, a turban folded in Deccan Bréhman fashion, and
shoes; and therr women wear a bodice and a robe one end
of which they tuck between the feet. Their staple food includes
Indian millet, rice, curds, and milk, but they eat fish or flesh and
drink liguor. The Jingars arc clean, hardworking, intelligent, and
clever workers, and fair in their dealings. Their hereditary calling
was fo make saddles, cloth scabbards, and harness. They now
work as carpenters, blacksmiths, coppersmiths, book binders,
picture-painters, and makers of clay and wood toys, The Jingars
of Gokak and Deshmur in the Sampgaon sub-division are famous
for their wood toys, imitating froit, and the figures of men and
amimals.  Their boys help them after the age of twelve and
are skilful workers at eighteen. Their daily wages vary from
9d. to 2s. (6 as.-Re.1). They buy the raw material in the local
markets and seli a cradle at 6s. to 12s, (Rs. 8. 6) and a saddle at
45 to 10s. (Bs. 2-5). The earthen images of Ganpati, so much
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worshipped in the month of Bhddrapad or September, are made by
these people. The Jingars are small capitalists and generally work
to order. Their chief goddess is Shakti. They keep all the Hindu
fasts and feasis and their priests are the ordinary Deshasth
Brahmans. They gird their boys with the sacred thread, and forbid
widow marriage. Their marriage ceremonies last for three days.
On the first day a feast is held in honour of the bonse deities. Ou
the second the boy and girl are set facing cach other, a cloth is
Leld between them, verses are repeated by the priests, and grains
of rice are thrown over the heads of the boy and girl by the guests.
The lighting of the sacrod fire or hom ends the day’s proceedings.
On the third day the girl’s father gives a feast to castefellows and
the marriage cercmony is over. The Jingars bave a caste counecil
and scttle their soclal disputes ab meetings of the castemen. They
send their boys to school, take to no new pursuits, and are a falling
people.

Ka'sars arc returned as numbering 212 and as found scattered
all over the district. They are Jaing and are the same as the Bogdr
or coppersmith subdivision of the TPanchams. Kasars greatly
resemble Marathdas. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, but
no beard ; and the women tie the hair in a knot behind the head.
They neither use false hair nor deck it with flowers. Their home
speech is Kénarese. Their dwellings are generally small. None of
them live in houses of two or more storeys high. They do not eat
fish or flesh, drink liquor, or dine with any castes who are not Jains,
The men wear a waistcloth, a headscarf, a long fine coat, and some-
times a shirt or a blanket. They wear native shoes or sandals called
chapals. Their holiday dress is the same as their every-day dress,
but finer and earefully kept. 'The women wear a robe twenty-one
to vwenty-three feet long, with one end thrown over the head and
the other allowed to fall in front like a petticoat. They also wear &
bodice. They are hardworking, honest, sober, thrifty, even-tempered,
and hospitable. They make their living by selling bangles and by
cultivating. The women help their husbands in the field but do not
sell bangles. They have fallen to the rank of unskilled labourers
and their position in the local caste lish is not higher than that of
Marithds and other euitivators. Their working hours are from
morning to sunset, and they are busiest during festive and marriage
seasons. They do not worship the ordinary Brahman gods and do
not respect Brahmans. KExeept themselves no one is allowed to
enter their temple. Their priests, who are Jains, are called upddhyds
and officiate at their houses. Their religious teacher or guru wears
ochre-coloured clothes and has neither a top-knot, moustache, nor
beard. He has power to punish breaches of religious and social
rules by fine. Their custoras do not differ from those of other Jains.
On the fifth day after a birth the goddess Péchvi is worshipped, and
on the twelfth day the child is given a mame which is chosen by
the village astrologer. The boy is girt with the sacred thread when
he is about eight years old and a girl is married before she comes of
age. They burn their dead and mourn for twelve days. They
practise polygamy and of late have begun to allow widow marriage.
Social disputes are settled according to the opinion of the majority
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of the caste and with the consent of their guru. They do nob
send their boys to schoul wor do thoy take to new pursuits. Their
condition is middling. They do not save, and to meet special
expenses have to borrow at twelve to twenty-four per cent.

Kumbha'rs, or Poirsrs, are returned as nnmbering 4000 and
as found all over the district, chiefly in large villages., They are
divided into Goremarithe, Pardeshi, and Karnatak or Pancham
Kumbhars, The Karndtalke Kumbhdrs think themselves higher than
the other Kumbhérs, and do not eat with them. The different sub-
divisions do not intermarry. Xumbhars are of middle size. The
men of all classes wear the top-knot, moustachc, and whiskers,
but no beard. They speak Kiénarese, and are hardworking, sober,
thrifty, even-tempered, and hogpitable. They are reckoned among
the twelve balutddrs or members of the village community, and make
bricks, tiles, and vessels of different sizes and shapes. Some
cultivate bub they are not considered good husbandmen. Their
vessels are made on the wheel and show considerable skill, but have
no special excellence or popularity. The Govemarithis are a
wandering tribe who live away from villages in small tents or cloth
huts. Unlike the Goremardthis neither the Pardeshi nor the
Karndtak Knmbhdrs eat flesh or drink lignor. All three divisions
dress like Kunbis, The poorer men wear the loincloth and cover
their bodies with a blanket. The women wear a robe wrapping it
round the loins and covering the breast with the upper end. The
men spend their whole time in making, drying, and burning pots.
The women, besides doing housework, collect horsedung to mix with
the earth. The Kumbhdirs hold a ceremony on the fifth day after a
child is born and name it on the thirteenth day. They marry their
girls before they come of age, the boy’s father paying the girl’s {father
about £4 (Rs.40). They allow widow marriage. They either bury or
burn their dead. The Karndtak or Lingdyat dead are carried to the
grave in a cart. Before removing the body a Lingdyat priest puts
his foot on the dead man’s head. Water is poured over the foot
and some of the water is dropped into the corpse’s mouth. The
clothes of the dead are brought back to the chief mourner’s house
and worshipped on the fifth day and the caste is feasted in honour
of the dead. They do not offer cakes to the soul of the dead or hold
feasts in his memory. During their monthly sickness the women sit
apart for three days. Kumbhars worship Shiv, Lakshmi, Maruti,
Ravalnath, Jotiba, and Yellamma. They keep Hindu holidays and
make pilgrimages to Virbhadra in Yedur on the banks of the
Krishna, and to Ulviin Yelldpur in Kdnara. They ask Brabmans to
perform their religious ceremonics. Their gurw is a Lingdyat and
he settles their caste disputes. They do not send their boys to school
and are a steady class.

Loha'rs, or Bracksmiras, are returned as numbering 2194 and
ag found over the whole district. The tradition of their origin is that
Brahma created Manu, and Manu became the father of Prajdpati.
Prajdpati had eight wives one of whom gave birth to the five-faced and
ten-handed Vishvakarma, the heavenly architect. Vishvakarma had
five sons, Daivadnya who became a goldsmith, Manu who became a
blacksmith, Maya who became a coppersmith, Tvashta who became a
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carpenter, and Shilp:t who became a mason.  They hold Vishvakarma
in great reverence as their father, and worship him as a god. They
perform the six Brakman karmas, studying and teaching the Veds,
sacrificing and causing others to sacrifice, and giving and receiving
alms, The word Lohér from loh ivon means wwon-workers, They
have no subdivisions. The men wear the top-krnot, moustache, and
whiskers, but not the beard. The men wear the sacred thread and
rub their brows with sandal. The women wear a robe and a bodice
and apply red-powder to their brows. Their home tongue is
Kénarese. They are hardworking, extravagant, and quarrelsome.
They make vessels, ploughshares, fleld tools, nails, locks, key-
latches, and similar articles of iron. They generally work to
order, only those who have some capital keeping rcady-made
articles. A man’s daily wage is about 6d. (4 as.). Their work is
constant and their craft hereditary. From fourteen or fifteen boys
begin to help by blowing the bellows, Some Lohdrs are skilfal
workers in brass, silver, and gold.  Some make excellent images of
Hindun godsg, and others are employed as foremen in the Puablic
Works Department. A few work as husbandmen, but they are not
skilful.  Children begin to herd cattle about seven and their women
take their bread to the ficlds. They live in good dwellings one or
two storeys high, and rear cows, buffaloes, and sheep. They do not
eat animal food but deink guor.  Their staple food is Indian millet
bread, rice, and vegetables, and on special occasions they make
wheat cakes, mixed with sugar and with Jarge guantities of butter
or milk, Those who cannot afford to buy buiter or milk eat cakes
soaked In watcr and molasses. Most of them dress like middle
class Hindas, but the rich dress like Brahmans., The men work
from morning to noon, when they bathe, go to Kidlamma's temple,
and dine. Atfer reafing an hour or two they again set to work and
work till after lamplight. The womer. do not help in their work.
fTowever old they may be before thiey marry, men do not put on the
sacred thread till & couple of days before the marriage day. The
day before the sacred thread is put on the family gods are worshipped
and the casic feasted. Thoir marriages last for three days. A
booth is sct up and a yellow piece of cloth, in which are a betelout
and a piece of turmeric root, is tied to one of the posts, On the
first day a feast is held in honour of the marriage gods. On the
second day the bridegroom, dressed in new and handsome clothes, g
taken to tho bride’s. Here the boy and gir] are seated facing each
other on low wooden stools, a cloth being held between them, The
pricst repeats marriage vorses and ab the end throwsrice grains over
their heads and the bride throws a flower garland over the neck
of the bridegroom, and they are husband and wife. That evening
the bridegroom dines at the bride’s, and during the night leaves
with his wife. Next day he gives a caste feast, They allow widow
marriage aud polygamy, the bridegroom paying the bride’s father a
sum of nos more than £2 10s. (Bs. 25).  They burn the dead and
mourn ten days. On the eloventh the monrners bathe and feast the
caste. They worship Shiv, Yellamma, Khandoba, and Kélamma.
They do not consult Brihmans but have priests of their own caste.
They observe the principal Hindu kolidays. Their headman is of
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their own caste whom they style teacher or guru. Ie is unmarried
and is chosen by the caste. They send their boys to school. Their
work is steady and well paid, but their cra’t has in some degree
declined owing to the competifion of Furopean tools and vessels.
As a class they are well-io-do.

Ota'ris, or Surirers, with a strength of seventy-seven, are found
all over the district, lxceps that they zeem to have come from the
Deccan nothing is known of their origin or histery. They have no
subdivisions. Their surnames are, Ahir, Andil, Ddle, and Gotbdgar.
Families bearing the same surname do not intermarry.  They look
like Mardthds, having no pecuiiarity of face, fignre, or bearing ; and
their home specch is Mardthi, They live in small but neat and
clean houses with mud walls and tiled roofs. They keep cows and
buffaloes. They are temperate in cating, ard their every-day food is
rice, Indian millet bread, pulsc, and vegetables. They eat fish and
the flesh of goats, sheep, and fowls without offering them to any deity ;
it 18 the cost alone which prevents them using animal food regularly.
They drink conntry and forcign liguor and smoke tobacco and
sometimes hemp-flowers or gdnjo.  The men wear a headscarf or
rumel, a waistcloth, shouldercloth, and shirt. The women wear
a bodice and » robe without passing the skirt back between the
feet. They tie their hair in a knot behind the head, and neither
deck it with flowers nor use false hair. The men and women are
neat and clean in their dress and have a special liking for gay
colours. They are quarrelsome and drunken, but hardworking.
They make molten images of Hinda gods, platters, and jodvis or
toe-rings. Their women help in making monlds. ‘Their work is
steady. In social position they are below the Mardthds who do not
eat with them. "They worship all Brahmanic gods, and hold
Méruti in special honour, 'Their house images are generally
Mhasoba, Kélamma, and Yellamma, Their priests are Deshasth or
Karhdda Brdhmans to whom they show great respect and whom
they call to preside ab their births, marriages, puberty ceremonies,
and deaths, They keep the usual Hinda holidays., They do not
go on pilgrimages. Their teacher or gury is Shankardchérya of
Sankeshvar. They believe in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and
unlucky days. Their customs do not differ from those of Mardthés.
They bury their dead. They are bound together as a body, and
settle goctal disputes at meetings of the castemen. Few send their
boys to school.  On the whole they are a steady class.

Pa'ncha’ls are returned as nambering 9920 and as found in
almost all large villages and towns. The tradition of the origin of
the Panchals is that in the beginning the goddess Kdlamma created
Vishvakarma or Viratpurush who had five faces or panchdnan and
was the ancestor of the Pauchals. IFrom hig five mouths were
produced five seers or rishis named Sdn, Sandtan, Abhuvan, Prashthan,
and Suparn. These five seers had five sons. Sdn’s son was Mann,
Sanitan’s Maya, Abhuvan’s Tvashta, Prashthan Shilpi, and Suparn’s
Daivadnya. These five persons ook to the five different crafts of
working in iron, copper, wood, stone, and gold. Their descendants
followed their fathers’ callings and hence the five divisions of
Péuchals. They appear to be old residents and there is no record
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of when and whence they came into the district. They are divided
into Sonérs or goldsmiths, Kdsdrs or coppersmiths, Sutdrs or
carpenters, Lohdrs or blacksmiths, and Pétharvats or Shlpis stone-
masons. None of these classes eat together or intermarry. They
have no tribe or ¢lan names, hut some have local names taken from
a former residence. The names in common use among men are,
Kilappa, Krishndappa, Rudrappa and Rdmchandriappa; and among
women, Kalamma, Lakshmava, Sitava, and Yammava. They are dark,
short, lively, roundfaced, and stouf. They are notable for o formal
style of walking and talking. Most of them live in houses with mud
walls and tiled or thatched roofs. Their household goods consist
of copper brass or elay pots and pans and wooden boxes, They
generally own a cow or a she-buffalo, They are temperate in eating
and do not eook their food in earthen vessels. Their every-day
food consigis of Indian millet, split pulse, vegetables, and chillies,
and rice in the western districts. Their special holiday dishes are
wheaten cakes stuffed with coarse sugar and tur pulse, sugared
milk mixed with spices, and pdyas a sort of ligmd preparation.
They feast their friends and relations en marriage and other
ceremonial occasions. They do not eat animal food or drink liquor.
Their articles of dress and their way of wearing them do not differ
from those of Brdhmans, They generally wear local handwoven
cloth. The members of the different subdivisions generally follow
their hereditary calling. Panchdls eat and associate with no Hindng
except of their own caste.  They generally work from morning to
evening resting an hour or two at midday. They do not work
on amdvisya or the no-moon day that is the last day of every lunar
month., Kdlamma 1s their goddess, and they also worship Ishvar-
Pdrvati and Gawri. They show no respect o Brahmans and never
call them to conduct their chief ceremonies. They have their own
Pénchal priests, Pédnchdls keep the usual Hindu holidays. They
do not go on pilgrimages. They are bound together as a body.
Social disputes are settled by the guru and his decisions are
enforced on pain of loss of caste. They send their boys to school
and keep them there till they are ten or twelve years old. They
are a well-fo-do and successinl people.

Patvega'rs take their name from making the silk bands or
patds which women formerly wore to keep the robe tight, They
are returned as numbering 563. A few are found in Belgaum, but -
most live in Gokdk, They are said to have come from Gujardt to
Bijdpur and to have moved from Bijdpur to Belgaum about a
hundred years ago. Their surnamés are, Chandri, Dalvekar, Kalekar,
Nédkvad, Pavédr, Sirolkar, Sétpute, and Rangrej. They have no
subdivisions and all eat fogether and intermarry. They are
generally fair with regular features. The men wear the top-knot
and moustache. Their home tongue is Gujardti with several
Musalmén and Mardtht words.? To every proper name they add sa

U ¥What work did you do this morning, 47 sakdl Ldya kdm keryo; He went to
Bombay, Two Mumbain gayo; News of his arvival has been received, Tyo pohochi
Ehobar loged diyo ; He 1s my brother, Tyo hamdra bhdi chhe.
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corresponding to the Mardthi pant or »dz. Thus Ndgu becomes

Nagusa and Tukn Tukesa, They claim to be qu,xtm‘\;% They
have lost all memory of & former scltlement in Gujardt. Their
fawily priests are Deshasth Brahmans. They are hardworking,
sober, thrifty, and honest. They prepare eolonrs, dye robes red
green black and parple, and weave. They sell the robes wholesale
to big cloth merchants and sometimes retail. Tow of them have
aplml They buy thelr materials on credit and repay the amount
borrowed after they lave sold their goods. They also, bat less
often, work te order. A boy begins to help at twelve and is a
trained worker at twenby. "Their women do no$é weave, but help,
in other parts of the work. Their craft is hereditary. Their houses
are large, and do not differ from those of Jddars, Hatkars, and
other weavers, They eat fish and flesh and drink liquor. The
men smoke tobacco about four times a day and at night before
going to bed. The women as a rule do not smoke. They gird
their boys with the sacred thread before they are ten years old;

the coremony is not accompanied by prayers, bus lasts for two dayq

Some days before the ceremeny caste feast is given. The boy 1s
invested with the help of the Brahman family priest, who lights a
sacrificial fire or hom, and retires with his fee which is generally 74d.
(5 as.). The guests are handed packets of betelnut and leaves, and
near relations are feasted. The priest is given two handfuls of
whoat, rice, gram pulse, molasses, butter, and salt.  Before a marrisge
a qondiml dance must be perfor med. Their marriages last three da,) &
On the first day a fuast is given in honour of the marriage gods and
in the evepinyg the relations and friends of the boy and girl meeh 1n
the village tereple, and the girl’s parents worship the boy. The
girl’s mother pours water over the boy’s feot and the girl’s father
gently rubs the feet and dries them with the hem of his waisteloth.
Packets of betelnut and leaves are handed and the guests retire
Next day the marriage is performed at a lucky moment either in
the morning or evening when the cattle come home. The boy and
girl stand face to face, a cloth is held between them, and when the
repetition of the marrage verses is ab an end grains of rice are
thrown over their heads. On the third day the ceremonies end by
& feast which the girl’s father gives to the boy’s party. They allow
widow marriage and polygamy. They burn the dead and mourn
ten days. They worship Khandoba, Mahalakshmi, and Yellamma.

They have no headman and settle dlsputes according to the opinion
of the majority of the castemen. A Bbét or genealogist comes from
Gujardt with a record of the Patvegdr families. Hereads the records
to the Patvegdrs, and they give him a present of £1 (Rs. 10) or less.
He has no fixed abode and wanders from village to village visiting
the Patvegars. Patvegdrs are mostly well-to-do. They occasionally
trade in cotton. They send their boys to school, but take them.
away as soon as they are able to read and write a little and cast
accounts. Onthe whole they are a prosperous people.

Sa’lis, or Wravers, returned as numbering 12,767, are found
‘in Gokak, Parasgad, and Athni.. They are also called Aryddru
apparenﬂy meaning Marathds or northerners. They aredividedinto
Bijapurkarsdlis, Padamasdlis, Sagunsalis; Suksélis, and SuntéSah
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Except the last all eat together but do not intérmarry. Their
gsurnames arc Ambrole, Bade, Bhindére, Kandekar, Kdmbale,
Khirsagar, Gdngatade, Ldd, and Vupre. The Suntasilis are
reverts from Tslam and are so called becaunse they still keep up
the practice of circumcision or sunim. The custorus of Suntdsalis
are partly Musalmén and partly Hindu. The Sdalis look hike
Kunbis. The men wear the top-knot and moustache, and the
women tie the hatr in a knot behind the head, but do not deck it
with flowere nor nee false hair. The women of the S4lis are fair,
and rub their brow with sandal ashes. Their bome tongue is
corrnpt Mardthi. They are clean, neat, hardworking, sober, thrifty,
hospitable, and dislike begging,  Their women are cqually
hardworking and help their husbands in preparing thread for
weaving. They weave undyed white cloth and also trade in
thread and cloth. They weave robes or lugdis, wajstcloths, and
headscarves or phadkis.  They buy the thread from Marwar and
Gujarat Vénis and sell the cloth to dealers or to woarers. Their
daily profits represent 43d. to 6d. (3-4 ss) a head. Their bays
begin to help them after ten or twelve, and by the end of three or
four years are trained workers. They arc generally well-to-do and
purchase the materials on credit. They also work to order. Their
calling is hereditary. They do not till land but rear cows and bnffzaloes.
Their houses are of mud with tiled roofs, and have long verandas
suited to prepare the thread for the loom. They eat fish and flesh.
and drink liguor, several of them sating from the same plate at the
same time. Their staple food 1s millet bread, rice, and vegetables.
The men wear a headsearf or rumdl, a waistcloth, a coat, and a
shouldercloth. The women dress in a robe and bodice. They wear
the lucky necklace or mangalsutra, glass bangles, and generally all
the ornaments worn by Brahman women. On the fifth day after
birth, the goddess Satvdi is worshipped by one of the elderly women
of the house ; women guests are presented with turmeric and red-
powder or kunkw, and few neighbouring children are feasted. On
the twelfth day the child is laid in a cradle and named, aud the laps
of married womern are filled with a handful of rice and betelnut.
They marry their girls before they come of age. The boy’s father
has o give the girl’s father 4t least £3 (Rs.30). Their priests are
Deshasth Bréhmans.  They perform the gondhal dance in honour of
Tulja Bhavani, and feast their eastefellows with flesh and liguor.
The Salis” family deities are Kedarling and Ambdbdi or Tulja
Bhavini of Tuljspur, and Brahmans conduct their marriages. Besides
these they worship the Brahmanic gods, Ganpati, Mérnti, Vishnu,
and Mahddev, but have no images in their houses. They keep the
usual Hindn holidays. They make pilgrimages to Keddrling in
Kolhdpur. They allow widow marriage, the ceremony being perform-
ed by the people of the caste withont the help of Brahmans. They
practise polygamy. A widow with child is put out of caste
until she gives birth to the child and parts with it. Somefimes
when the father is known and willing to take charge of the
child, it is made over to him, or it is given to a person of
another caste who is willing to take charge of it, Sometimes -the
mother herself keeps the child and is put out of caste. As a
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role she dispuses of the c¢hild and is allowed back info caste.
Formerly a widow’s child if it was a girl, was given away or sold
for prostitution, but this pra.ctnce 18 growing uncommon. In any
casc before she 1s allowed to rejein the caste, the mother 1s reguired
to feast the caste, and to drink water m which a Brahman’s toe
has been washed. Pormu]y the widow’s head was altogether shaved.,
Now, ag a rule, they only shave five lines or prm,da pit.  Sdlis
batn their dead and mourn ten days.  Their religious teacher or
svami Hves at Bangalor and is called Shesh Naik. Ho oceasionally
visits his people and keeps a register of their familics and reads
it to thom. Ho instracts his people and offers them a few drops
of the sacred water or #irth in which kis fect have Dbecn washed.
They have a caste organization and decide social disputes ab
meetings of the castemen, They suffer from the competition of
Buropean and Bombay clotl.  They do not send their boys, and are
a falling people.

Shimpis, or T'atwors, are veturned as nnmbering 3769 and as
found over the whole distriet. They are divided into Ndmdevs or

e followers of the saint of that name; Yaktdtes or diners from
separate dishes ; Gopal Kalis or diners from the same dish, who are
also called Rangdris or dyers; and Akramdsis or bastards. Besides
the Shimpis proper some Mardthds are called Shimpis becanse they
make their living by sewivg. The diffevent subdivisions neither
eat fogether nor intermarry. The men wear the top-knot and
moustqche, and a few wear whiskers. Their home tongue is
Marathi. They are quiet, hardworking, thritty, and skilful
workers., Most of them wmake their living by sewing, but a few
are cloth-dealers and husbandmen. They sew caps, coats, waist-
coats, frocks, ornamental umbrellas or abddgivs, and kunchis or

children’s cloaks. 'Their boys generally begin to work at fiftcen or

sixteen if they go to school, and at eleven or twelve 1f they do nof.
Their emp]ownent is fairly constant, but they suifer from the
competition of tallors who do not belong to their caste. Their
daily wages vary from 3d. to Ts. {2-8 fw) In Belganm they are
largely (,mp]oyed by Burcpeans avd are paid £1 {Rs.10) a month.
The women help the men in sewing bodices and guilts called godades,
They live in houses with mud walls and tiled or thatched roofs, and
own cows, she-buffaloes, and ewes. They have liftle furniture and,
cook and eat in carthen vots.  The men wear a waistcloth rolled
loosely round the waist, a headscarf or yumil, and a shonldercloth.
The women dress fn a robe and bodice. Th(—,y are temperate in
eating and drinking. Thetr evory-day food is indian millet or
Judri, split pulse, and sometimes rice. The Indian millet bread is
usually eaten with vegoetabies and a relish or seasoning of chopped
chillies, salt, onions, tamarind, and split pulse. They eat mutton
and poultry, but neither beef nor pork, and drink both country and
foreign liquor. They work from morning till night, resting for a
short time in the afternoos, and their women help them from noon
till evening. On the fiftth day after the birth of a child, a goat is
sacrificed to the goddess Satvdi and the child is named on the
twelfth day. The child's hair is cut either before the end of ths
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first or during the third yoar after birth. They do not wear the
sacred thread. No age is fixed for a boy’s marnage. But girls are
generally married bofore thoy come of age. Among Gopél Kalis,
after the marrige ceremouny is over, the bridegroom goes to the
bride’s, steals ono of tho honse gods, and goes home. The bride
putting on man’s clothes goes to tho bridegroom’s house, beats him
on the back with a light rattau, aud persuades him to go with ber to

" ber house. 'Thoy burn their dead. "The priests of the Shimpis are

Doshasth Bréhmans, and their disputes are settled by the men of
the caste. A few send thoir boys to school. One or two Shimpis ab
Belgaum unse sewing machines,

Sona’rs are roturned as numboring 4030 and as found chiefly
in large villages. They are divided into Panchdl or Kdnarese
Sonirs, and Konkani or Marithi Sondrs. Thoey are fair and good-
looking and their home tongue is Kdnarese, They gonerally
live in hounses with mud walls and tiled or thatched roofs, and
they dress like Brahmans and wear tho sacred thread. They eat
fish and tho flesh of shoep, goats, and fowls, and drink liquor. They
are clover, hardworking and well-behaved. Besides making aund
repairing gold and silver ornaments, they work in precious stones,
and the poor among them make copper and brass ornuments and
sell them to low-class people. Somo are husbandmen and a few
are mongylendors and in Government service. As goldamiths they
earn 6d. to 2s. (4a4s.-Re.l) a day. Their women do mot help
in their work, boys begin to learn about ton, making copper
rinFu, armlets culled fasés, and other articles that require little
gkill. At twenty they are trained workers. They work to order and
are constantly employed. Sondrs beliove in sorcery and witcheraft.
The Konkani or Mardtha Sondrs have no priests of their own
casto and do not call themselves Brahmans, The Pénchal or
Karndtalk Sondrs have Lheir own priests and think themsclves equal
if not superior fo the ordinary Mardths Brihmans, whose manners
and custorns they imitaic wearing silk waistclothe or madis at
monls. They have raised one of their castemen to the post of
Jagadguru or world-teacher and do not ¢all Brdhman priests to their
houses. Their chiof is Ndgesh. In common with other Sovdrs
they worship all Hindu gods and goddesses and keep their fasts and
feasts. They worship the goddess Phchvi on the fifth day after
the birth of a child and name the child on the twelfth. They clip the
hoy’s hair when he is a year old, and gird him with the sacrod
thread whon ho is nine or ten.  They marry thoir girls before they
come of age, and their boys at or before twenty. They burn their
dead, do not allow widow marriage, and practise polygamy. The
hold caste councils and settle social disputes in accordance wit
tho opinion of the majorisy. They sond their children to school.
There is an assistant school mistress of the Sondr caste in the
Belgaum female school. They are a weli-to-do poople.

Uppars, or SALTMAKEES, are rcturned®ss numbering 8550 and as
found chiefly in fowns and large villages. They are called Uppérs from
their formor trade of making salt for which the Kénarese name is
uppa. Since salt-making has boen stopped they have taken to stone-
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catting. They are blaclk, sm aH and strong. They speak Kénarese and
live in houses with mmd walls and tiled or earth roofs. Their staple
food is rice, Indian mitlet, .umd pulse, but they eat fish and flesh and
drink liguor.  Their women wear a robe and bodice s, and do not
pass the skirt of the robe back between the feet, They do not deck
their hair with flowers or nse false hawr. They are clean and hard-
working, but rather quarrelsome and extravagant. Their chief
callmﬁ' is stone-cutting, but they also cultivate and irade in grass
and firewood. They fmm;ﬂy made rmages of Hinde gods and
saints, and sold them at greal profit.  They work to order, and earn
a daﬂy wage of about 8d. (6 as.} The women do nos hplp the men in
their wmk but boys begin to wmu about fifteen or sixtcen. Thelr
craft is horedxtftry anvd their work is conitant, especially 1n the
fair weather. Women help by werking in the fields.  Their family
gods arc Venkatraman and Yellamma; and their priests are
Deshasth Brabmans, whom they respect and asic to officiate at their
marriage, puberty, and death ceremouies. They keep the usual
Hindu hohda\s They go on pilgrimage to the shrino of Venkoba
near Thruapatl in qutaa, to Vithoba of Pandharpur in Sholdpar,
and to Yellammanecar Parasgad in Belgaum.  Their spiritual teacher
or gy lives in the town of -\neoundl It 1% not known why the
Yppérs made him thelr spiriiual gulde fle sends his disciples every
third or fourth year to this part of the country, and gathers 1s. to
6s. (8 as.-Rs. 3) from the head of cach Lmnl}. Serious breaches
of social and rveligious yules, as when a widow gives bivth to an
illegitimate child, are referred to this guide. They name a child before
it is & month old and feast relations und friends. Among them the
betrothal ceremony generally takes place a few days bofore marriage,
when an agrecmont i3 passed, the boy’s father gives the givl’s father
£4 (Re.40}, and ihe guests withdraw with pl‘@ablltb of sugar and
packets of betelnub and leaves. On a day before the marriage a feast
is held in honour of the family gods, and the next day the boy and
girl are marricd. Teasts and presents of clothes and ornainents
arc cxchanged between the boy's and girl’s pavents and the marriage
is over. Thev bury the dead, allow Twidow marriage, and pr actise
polygamy. Their social dy-nuh“-,. are settled by a iamﬂy who are
forbidden widow marriage on pain of losing their pest as arbitrators,
They seund their boys to “school and ave a riging cluss.

Linga’'yats,! with a strength of about z36950 or thirty por
cent of the Ilindu population, are found over the whole district,
They take their name from wearing a ling the emblem of the god
Shiv.  The principal divisions are the Adibanjigs or grocers
Agas or washermen ; Arebau;ws or fraders ; H(.n’als or fower-
gellers; Jangams or priests ; Malgdrs or fr m‘h}rcr and vegetable
sollers ; Ixu&va,khna or huslmldmen ; Kumbbhars or potbers; Ndgliks
or cobton thread (13 ers ; Punchammhb, Shilvants, and Padsdligs or
coarse white cloth weavers; Semsdligs and Nilkan s or weavers;
Raderus or hushandmen of the Raddi caste; and Saiburus or flower-
gellers, The members of all these classes look like loecal Hindus.
The home Spe"‘('h of all 1 Kianarese. As a class tiiey arc even-

! Fuller details of Lingiyat customs are given in the Kalddgi Btatistical Acount,
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tempered, orderly, and kindly; and those whose calling dees not
prevent it are e¢lean. Among them are writers, merchants, traders,
husbandmen, oil-pressers, tailors, dyers, goldsmiths, weavers, potters,
Hower-sellers, musicians, barbers, washermen, labourers, and beggars,
None of them are shoemakers.  Their houses are gencrally dinded
into twe parts.  The right-hand side is used by the house people; it
15 about two fect higher than the left-hand part, which is used for
keeping cattle. Many of their houses are buwlt so that almost ne
alr can come in cxcepb by the frount and back doors. They are
vegetavians and do not allow strangers to look at their food or
Wi LtC“ or 6 tonch their wellae, Their dress differs little from that of
other Hindas. The men wear a headscarf or sumdal, 2 coat and a
waistcoat, & waistcloth, and a shouldereloth, The women wear a
shortslecved bodice with a back and the robe without passing
the skirt-corner back between the feef. Both men and women
wear round their neck a silver box containing a ling. On the day
the child is born the priest fastens s ling round its neck. After
a short vime the ling is tied to the cradle In which the child is laid
and is kept theve nntil the ckild grows strong enough to wear it.
The practice of tying the léng on the fifth day instead of on the
first day has recently become common. On the thirtesnth the child
is named and relations and friends are feasted. When a Lino'éyat
thinks of marrying his boy he sends a priest or s friend to the girl’s
house, and if her pareuts approve oi the match, they feast the
messenger.  This concludes the betrothal. The marriage ceremony
18 performed by a Jangam, and the boy and the girl are married in
the honse, i‘hey allow widow marriage. When a Lingdyal is on
the point of death he is bathed in warm watcr, and a few drops of
water in which a priest’s fcet have been washed arc put into hus
mouth. A feast ig gnov to Jangams, relations, and friends, and a
little of the food is laid in the dying man’s moutk. Alms are
handed to priests and the poor, a neccssary part of the gift being
a ball of ashes. The Jangam touches the dying person’s head with
his vight foot. The dead body is again bathed, and the nostrils,
ears, mouth, and other openmgb are stuffed with cotion, To enable
velations and fricads to attend the funeral the corpse 1s allowed to
remain in the house for a couple of days. It 18 seated on a high
woodcn stool and supported on both sides with :plit bamboos. The
priest five times places his right foot on the corpse’s right thigh und
is worshipped and presented Swith money. The body is then seated
in a bamboo frame and carried to the burial ground by men and
women, relations and friends, and music. They bury their dead,
except people who have died of leprosy or women who die within
thirteen days of child-birth. These they burn because they say that
their bones will be disturked by snake-charmers in search of charms,
On the tenth day a grand fcast is held. They observe most
Brihmanical § stsand feastz. Their chief god s Shiv, but Virbhadra,
Mallikdrjan, and Basavanna are regarded as gods and worshipped.
Their priests are Jangams whom they treat with great respect.
The well-to-do keep megamb in their houses. The peor content
themselves with worshipping the priests whenever there 1s a marriage
or death ceremony in their honses or on big days. Social disputes
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are settled by their priests with the help of the headman or sheti and
a council of thé leading men of the community. The Lingiyabs
send their boys to school and have made good progress in
education. Some of them ave in Government service holding high
positions.  Most classes of Lingéyats are on the whole prospercns.

FPersonal Servants iuclude three castes with a strength of
8249 or 1'04 per cent of the 1lindn population. Of these 117
{males 55, females 62) were Madrdsis; 5079 (males 2713, females
2366) Nhivis, and 3053 (males 1561, females 1492} Parits,

Madra'sis, with a strength of 117, are found only in Belgaum
town, Madrdsi is a general terin applied to gome Christian and low-
clasg Hinda families who came from Madras about sixty yearz ago
and took sorvice with Euaropean officers in Belgaum. They are
dark, with gmall eyes, a drecamy cxpression, and generally regular
features. Their home tongne is Tamil, but they speak Hindustdni
in public. They live in houses with walls of mud and #iled roofs.
Their staple food is Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables, Except
on holidays they cat fish, crabs, mnoiton, beef, and dowmestic fowls.
They drink both conntry and foreign liquor, some of them to excess.
They are not neat or clean in their dress and gome of the men wear
a loincloth and others pantaloons, a cap or headscarf, a jacket, a
long coat, and boots. Their women wear the robe withont passing
the skirt-corner back between the feet, and a bodics which covers
the back and breast. They are hardworking, but neither sober nor
hospitable. Most of them ave in the service of Enropeans. They
earn 10s. to £2 (Rs.5-20} & month, and begin to earn their living
when they are about fifteen, They are well paid, but some are in
debt and they have no credit.  Most of them waste their money in
drink. Some of them send their boys to school.

Nha'vis, or Barpsrs, with a strength of 5080, are found in all
large towns and villages. They are divided into Mardtha and
bLingdyat Nhdvis who ncither eat together nor intermarry. The
Lingdyat barbers do not differ from other Lingdyats in appearance,
food, dress, or customs., The Maratha barbers consider themselves
saperior $0 the Lingdyat barbers. They say thas they came from
Kolhdpur and Sdtdra about fitty years ago. They look like culti-
vating Mardthds and say that they belong fo that stock, thongh, on
account of their cailing, Mardthés do not cab or marry with thom.
They speak Mardathi and live m sreall houses with thatched roofs.
Both men and women dress like Mardthds. Their staple food is
Indian millet bread, rice, pulse, and vegetables.  They occasionally
eat fish and flesh, and drink liguor. They are an orderly, sober,
thrifty, and hardworking people.  They start to shave carly in the
morning and do not retarn fill late 1n the afterncon. They never
rest except in April during the Shimga holidays. Their women do
not help them in their calling, or act as midwives or as women-
doctors. In towns barbers are paid in cash and in villages in grain.
The Tingayat Nhavig shave the heads of all classes. The Maratha
Nbdvis do not shave Berads, Burads, Jingars, or other degraded
Hindus, Some besides acting as barbers own land, but they are
not good hasbandmen. Their family gods are Jotiba, Keddrling,
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and Tulja Bhavdni, and their priests, to whom they show much
respect, are Deshasth, Karhdda, or Konkanasth Brahmans, They
keep all Hindn holidays. They believe in witcheraft, sorcery,
soothsaying, omens, and lucky and unlucky days. Whenever any
of them sickens or if any misfortune overtakes them, local gods,
Brahmans, and Pingle and other Joshis are consulted. Their customs
do not differ from the customs of ecultivating Kunbis. They bury
their dead, and allow widow marriage and polygamy. They are
bound together as a body and their social disputes are settled by a
caste council. They do not send their boys to school, and are in easy
circumstances.

Parits, or WasHERMEN, with a strength of 5050, are found over
the whole district. 'They are most numerons .in Parasgad. They
have four divisions, Marathds, Karndtaks, Rajputs, and Telangis.
The Mardthis and Karndtaks are said to have been long settled in
the district, and the Rajputs and Telangis to be comparatively new-
comers, the Rajputs from Hindustdn and the Telangis from Madras.
They neither eat together nor intermarry. They do not vary much
in appearance, most of them being of middle size, strong, and dark,
with high nose and thick lips. The men wear the top-knot,
moustache, and whiskers, The Mardthds and Karndtaks speak
Kénarese and some speak Marathi; the Rajputs speak Hindust4ni,
and the Telangis Telugn, They are hardworking and hospitable,
bat thriftless and given to drink. They wash clothes and are helped
by their women and children. Tn washing and cleaning clothes
they use rice-starch, lemon-juice, soap, indigo, and sugar. They live
in towns in one-storeved houses with walls of mud and tiled roofs.
They own bullocks and asses and use them in earrying clothes.
All but the Rajputs drink liquor and eat flesh, except beef or pork.
Their staple food is Indian millet bread. The only thing peculiar
abouat their dress is that they generally wear their employer’s
clothes. The Marithds and Karndtaks worship the goddess Pachvi
on the fitth duy after a birth, and name the child either on the -
twelfth or thirtecnth, when a dinner is given to friends and rela-
tions. They marry their girls when they come of age. Some burn
and others bury the dead. They mourn ten days, but perform no
rites except giving a caste feast on the third or fifth day. The
Telangi washermen perform their marriage and funeral ceremonies
without the help of a Brahman or other priest. Rajput washermen
name their children on the twelfth day after birth, gird the boys
with the sacred thread at ten or twelve, and eall Mardtha Bréhmans
to thetr marriages. They conduct their faneral ceremonies without
the help of a Brahman. All allow widow mairiage. They worship
Shiv, Vishna, Lakshmi, and Yellamma, and their priests are

-Deshasth Briahmans. BFach sabdivision has a caste council and

settle their disputes at meetings of the men of the caste. Their
condition is middling. They do not send their boys to school.

Shepherds include two castes with a strength of 60,274 or 761
per cent of the Hindu population. Of these 59,727 (males 29 598
females 30,129) werc Dhangars, and 547 (males 289, females 268)
Gavlis, o
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Dhangars, that is Cownserns, called Kurubars that is Shepherds
in Kénarese, are rotarned as numbering 59,730 and as found over the
whole district, especially iz Belganm and Khéndpur, They are old
residents and have no traditions of a former home. Their commonest
sarnames are Amogasiddarn, Banoenavaru, Bhddanavaru, Hélind-
vara, Hnlenavara, Kharatatnnvarn, and Sarvarn.  They are divided
into Jaode Knraubar, unde Kurubar, Hatikankas, Unnikankan,
and Vader, who ent togeihor but do not intermarry.  ‘They are dark
and sitrong, dirty and untidy. The hair is wncared for, the beard
snd monstache long, the ¢y cbrows shaggy, and the expression sullen
and moroze. Their home tongue is Kdnarese. They are ignorand
and slothfnl, but innoceni, booest, thrilty, gratcful, and hospitable.
T'hey tend aud sell shecp and goats and a few of them fill,
The women help in spinning wool and in selling sheep’s milk and
butter, They sometunos tuko their flocks long distances to grnze
aud for sale, and for the sake of the manure are occasionally highly
paid for penning them in fizlds. Some of themm weave blankets
nine feet by four. A blauker, of which they keep five to twenty in
store, takes eight duys to weave and fotches 3s. to 84 (Rs.14-4),
Bosides mindiag the honse a Dhangar woman spins about a quarter
of a pound of wool a day., They live in honses with walls of stone
and clay, and roofa of branches covered with earth. Inside they
have 2 cocking room, a god-room, and a central dining ball, and a
separato place for euttle, The houses of the poor, which are of mud
aud the roof thotched with straw, are divided into two or three
rooms, A plot in front of the house is generally cct apart for
weaving, Their staple food is Indian millet broad and vegetables,
and their special dishes aro muiton, fowls, harve, and fish. They are
fond of liquor. Among the men the well-to-do wear a pair of short
brecches and a headkercbief or #omdl, and the poorer a waistband
aond blanket. The women wear a bodice and robe. ‘They have few
ornaments, but those who can afford them wear ear and nose rings,
gold and silver bracelet:, and silver anklets. They nawme their
children on the thirteenth day and worship the woll or water-spirit
within tweunty days after delivery. They shave a boy’s head when
he is three years old. Thoy marry their boys generally about twelve,
and their girls botween ton and the time they come of age. A few
days before a marriage a ceremony, callod aitén, corrcsponding to
the thread or munj ceromony is performed. A Lingdyat priest or
Janga is called, or in his absence they go to a Lingayat monastery
or muth, pile five waterpots or kulnsh on alayer of rice, and cover
‘them with betel leaves and cocoanuts, and, after worsbipping the pots,
tiea ling ronnd the neck of the boy. Contrary to the strict Lingdyat
ruales they are carsful to marry their girls bofore they come of age,
saying among other things that an unmarried grown up girl cannot

_ride an ox ov she will pollute Basava. 1'wo of the sabdivisions, the
Hatikankans and the Vaders, seek the aid of Brihmans at their
marriages. On the marriage day the girl, accompanicd by her male
and fewnale relations, goes to the boy’s bonse, where they ave made to
stand ender an open umnbrellaand have grainsof rice thrown overthem.
Then the couple, accompanicd by relasions and friends, go with musie
t0 the temple of one of their gods, burn camphor before the image
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and return after offering a cocoanut. A feust fo the guests completes
the marriage. When a gir]l comes of age she is seated in a bamboo
frame, and, on a Incky day after five days have passed, a feast is
given to relations and friends. They buorn the dead and mourn
fiftcen days. Among the well-to-do, if the deceased, whether a man
or o woman, was over twenby vears old an embossed silver plate
is set among the honsehold gods and worshipped once a vear. The
poor sct up a betelnut instead of o mask and some families have a
number of masks or betelnuts. These are kept in a four-Jegged
wooden framce called chank? placed on a raised seat or gadigi leaning
against a wall in onc of the rooms 1n the honse facing the east.
Th(‘_y allow widow marriage. They arc Shaiva by rehglon but do
not wear the ling. Their family gods are Aldkmirsid, Birappa,
Kirisid, Maildrling, Mdyana, and Rdmsid. Desides the ordinary
Bréhmans whom rhoy call to marriages and who repeat marriage
verses, throw grains of rice over the bm and girl, and tie the thread
or kmf»(m thev have a family pl”}F‘ab belougmg to the Vader
subdivision called dShivalingayyawhom they ask to dinner on marriage
and other special occasions and present with a money olformg“
The duty of this priest is to purify any one who breaks religious or
social rules by giving him ith that 1s water which has been used
in washing ihe god% They go on pilgrimage to the tomples of
Birdppa and Aldkmursid in VI”.—],g'E“S near K()HhiUlH. They have
Lingdyat or Dhangar gurus or teschers each of whom within a
certain area has power to settle caste disputes and if necessary
punish offenders by putting them out of caste. They do not send
their beys to school.  About fifty years ago they are said to have
been in casy circumstauces, but they have not yet recovored their
losses in the 1876 and 1877 faminc. The spread of tillage and the
taking of waste lands for forest have also rednced the area of free
grazing and made the rearing of sheep more difficull and more costly.
They do not take to new parsuits.

Gavlis, or Mitg¥ey, with a strength of 550, are {ound throughout
the district especially m large towns They arc said fo have come
into the disirict abont a hundred years ago from Sdngli, Miraj, and
parts of Satdra. They say they orlgma.lljy belonged to Upper
India and left their homes as camp-followers. They are divided
into Mardthi Gavlis who speak Mardthi, and Rajput Gavlis who speak
Hindustdni.  In no point of face, fignre, or boaring does a Mardth:
Gavh differ from a Mardthi Kanbi. Fhey are thuf’ry, even-tempered,
hospitable, and hardworking.  They live in tiled or thatched houses
of one storey, very ill-kept and untidy, shared by them with their
eattle whose number varies from five to thirty. The men wear short
trousers or cholna reaching to the knee, a headscarf or rumal, and
2 waistcoat, The women wear the robe in Mardthi fashion passing
the skirt-corner back betwegn the feet and throwing the npper
end over the shonlder ; they also wear the bodice. They donot deck
their hair with ﬁower‘: nor do they nze false hair. Men and some-
times women wear sandals. Their staple food is rice, Indian millet
bread, powdered chillies, and a liquid preparation of zm'pulsc They
.o not cat fish or flesh nor do they drink to excess. They smoke
‘tobacco. Most of them are cow and buffalo keepers, selling milk,
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curds, whey, and butter. The women help the men 1 milking the
cows, in selling the milk, and in cleaning the stables. After about
eight thelr boys help in watching the cattle. A milkman rises at
half-past five or six, milks his catile, and takes the milk and curds
and butter to gell. He rcturns about one, bathes, and dines between
two and three. Ile then goes out to bring fodder for his cattle.
He retuims home, and in the evening ties up the cattle, takes bis
evening meal, a,nd sits talking with his neighbours or house people,
sees that the cattle are all rm‘ht for the nmht and goes fo bed. A
milkwoman gets up as early as the man, washes the pots, sweeps the
house, serves breakfast, sweeps the stabaoj makes dinner ready, grinds
corn, aud attends to the house. In the evenlug she cooks supper.
They allow widow marriage and polygamy. Their family gods are
Khandoba and Shidoba. They have no family priest, but they
respect Brahmans and call them to thmr marriages and funerals.
They seldom go on pilgrimage. Their teacher or gury iz & Lingdyab
svdmi. Whenever he visits thoir village the head of cach fa,mlly
pays him Is. to 10s. (8 as.-Rs 5} I‘:L(,(,ps this the guwru has no
authority over the people and does nothing for them.  Most of them
are 1z debt, borrowing so meet special expenses at eighteen to twenty
per cent a year. lhey are bound togethoer as a bodv and their social
disputes are setiled by a meeting of The men of the caste. T They de
not send their boys to school, and are a steady class,

Fishermen include three castes with a strength of 17,440 or 2:20
per cens of the Hindu population.  Of these 12()? {males 623, fermales
642} were Bhois; 12 (males 7, females 5) Gabits ; and 1 b,l()l (males
8035, females 8126) Kolis.

Bhois, Paranqoin-2eazers or PignprveN, with a strength of
1267, arefound iu villages on the banks of the Krishna, M&lpl abha,
Mdrkande, and Haranlciski. The Bhois ave divided iuto Mardtha or
Koli Bhois, Kar Blkois, Masande Bhois, and Paratgi Bhois. They
eab tOgethor but do not intermarry. Besides these therc arc some
Mhdr and some Musalmdn Bhols who act as palanguin-bearers.
The Mhdr Bhots are chiefly employed by Europeans. The Bhois
are black and strong with regular features and of middle size. Those
who live in the north and scuth of the district speak Mardthi; the
rest spealk Kdnarese, The houses of the well-to-do are subst&ntxal
with tiled roofs ; and those of the poor arve thatched hmts. They
seldom rear poultry. The men wear a small cheap turban, a waist.
cloth, and short trousers; the women wear a robe and bhodice.
Some men shave the head, while others keep the top-knot. The men
wear the moustache but not the beard. The women tie their hair by
a cotfon siring and do not deck it with fowers or use false hair.
They are not clean in their dress and have aliking for gay colours.
Except glass bangles neither men nor women have any ornaments.
Their staple food 1s Indian milles bread, fish, and vegetables, but on
high days they eat flesh and drink hquor' ’i‘hey are dirty, active,
hardworking, thrifty, and even-tempered. A few are given to
drink, but they are not extravagant. The Maratha or Kol Ehois are
palanquiu or litter bearers ; the Masande Bhols are fishermen ; and
the Paratgt Bhols arc cemeut-makers. Very fow cultivate. They
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are religions and worship Shiv, Vishonu, Khandoba, Jotiba, and
Amba Bhavidni. At their marriages they employ Bréhmans, and
ab their funerals Gosdvis. Except at mwarriage and death they have
no corcmonies. Girls marry before they come of age, the boy’s
father baving to pay £2 10s (Rs. 25) to the girl’s father. They
sllow widow marringe, They bury their dead and mourn ten
doys. Rites on bohalf of tho dead are performed between the
eleventh and the thirieenth. Xither on the tenth or eleventh a
Gosdvi priest or yosdvi-guru cowdungs a spot of ground in a room
in the Eeceased’s house and marks off a square with lines of flour,
and in the middle of the square a pot full of cold water is placed
and worshipped. The Gosdvi mutters a few verses and bangs from
a raflor a cotton wick twisted with leather about four feet long,
end offers a goat. The wick is lighled aud if it burns the soul of
the deceased is snpposed to have gono to heaven. 1f the wick goes

out the soul is supposed to have gono to hell, A feast of flesh and

liquor ends the coremony. These funeral occasions are cousidered
the proper timo for tho initiation or upudesh ceremony. Qaly
those who are or who are about to hecome the followers of a religious
teacher or guru are allowe:d into the room where the goat is
offered. Disciples of the Gosdvi nre culled yurumdaryis. A man who
wishes to have a religicus teacher asks the Gasivi, and if the Gosdvi
agrees ihe disciple prowises from that day Forward to break all
family ties, rencunce worldly pleasures, obey the gure in all masters,
and follow him wherever be goes.  When the noviee has promised,
the Gosiri lags his hand un his hend saying, ¢ lige, from this day you
are my disciple.” Theso disciples keep Mouduy as a day of rest
and abstain from fishing. Forwerly fishers used to throw the con-
tents of the first net back into the water as aun offering to the spivit of
the watcr but this praetice is not now observed. They have a caste
organization and hold casie moctings.  They do not send their boys
to school, nor take to new pursmits. Since the opening of reads
palanquins have alinost censed to be used aud many have suffered in
consequence of the chauge.

Ga'bits, or Fiswegs, with n strength of twelve, are fonnd only in
Bawpgaon. They bave come from Ratudgivi aud Vengurla, but when
they came 13 not koown, They have no sabdivisions. They speak
Mavathi and look like Kolis. The well-to-do live in hovses with walls
of mud and tiled roofs ; the huts of the poor are thatehed. Their staple
food is rico, Indinn millet, and vegetables ; bat they eat fish and
flesh and driuk liquor. All sinoke tobacco and a few gdnja. The
men wenra loincioth or langnti and a blanket ; and the wowmen & robe
witkoat drawing back the end.  Most of them catch and sell fish ; the
rest are imsbandmen. The women help the men in their caliing.
Their work is uncertain ard voorly puid. The men pass their time
in fishing, and the womeun in selling thofish. They respect Brahmans
and call thom to conduct bivihks, marringes, deaths, and other chief
ceremonies. They worship tho ordinary Brahman gods, but their
chief object of worship is Vewdl. They kecp the regular Hindu
holidays but pot the fasts. They do not make pilgrimages and
bhave no rcligious teacher or guru. They believe in spimts and
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hosts, and in lecky and nnlucky omens, numbers, sights, and events,
'hey allow widow marriage and bury the dead. ‘I'bey are boond
together as a body, and settle social dispates ab muass mectings
of their caste. They do not send their boys to school, and are a
stéady class,

Kolis, with a strength of 16,160, are found all over the district.
They claim descent fromn the sage Vilmiki, the famous anthor of the
Ramdyan., The Kolis are also called Kubbers or Kabbulgers that is
fishermen, Ambigers thas is boatinen, Chundris or lime-burners, and
Jalgars or Zirekaris that is dust-searchers. Mxcept in occupation
there is no ditference in the subdivisions who eat together and all call
themselves Kolis. The nawmes in commwon use awnong men are,
Bharmippa, Chandppa, Kallippa, and Takkapps ;und among women,
Bharmava, Gangava, Lukshmava, Shivava, and Yellamwa. ‘the
Kolis are divided into severnl luis or clans of which the chief are
Adakis, Baggas, Bilechhairagis, Ghantis, Honnamutta-bile-chhatragis,
and Koris. The different clans intermarry, bat marriage is
forbidden between mewbors of the same clan.  Kolis do not differ in
appearance from Kunbis, Their home iongue is Kdnarese and they
live in houses with mud walls avd tiled or tharched roofs., Their
staple food is Indian millet and rice. They eat tixh, mutton, domestic
fowls, and game, but neivher tame pori or beel. Thoy cousider
the wild pig a delicacy.  They eat animal food only on holidays or
on apecial occusions, bat it 18 its cost alouo that prevents them
making regular use of animal food., Omn special occasions they tauke
intoxicating drinks, both conntry. aud foroign, In dress they do

not differ from Kunbis, ‘“heir chief calling is husbandry, some -~

being over-holders and othevs under-holdovs. They are woavers,
Iabourers, lime-borners, boatmen, and  dust-sifters, and u fow are in
Goverumens service as village watchuen and messengers, The
women heip tho men in ficld-work, in wuaving, and in barning lime.
Their work is gonerally stendy, but most of them are poor and svme
bave to borrow to mecet their speciul expenses.  They are gerverally
- clean, hardworking, and woli-behaved. They do not eat at the
hands of barbers, oiliven, wushormen, carponters, Jingars or
saddle-makers, and Buruds or bamboo-workers.  They are religions,
Their family gods ave Bhavani, Keddriing or Jotiba, Khandoba, and
Yellsmma, They respect Brdhmans and employ thewn as their
Pt-iests, culling them to conduct their marriage and death ceremonies.
They keep all the chief Hindu holidays. 'They go on pilgrimage to
Yellauma’s hill in Parasgad and to Tuljdpar.  They have no special
religions toacher. They beliove in sorcery and soothsaying, Many
of them are exorcists, who drive evil spirits out of the bodies of
those who are possossed by them. They are also believed to have
wer to kill by means of evil spirits and incantations called
hut-manira. One class of Kolis called Budbuadkars forotell events
from the chirping of birds whoso languagoe, which is called kdliaki
in Kédnarese, they kuow. After midnight they go outside the town
to a group of troes and begiu to sound the dudbudki o noisy shrili-
toved pipe. This awakens the birds which move from tree to tree,
and as they move make sounds from which the divines know what
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1s going to happen in the town during the next few days. In the
morning they come into the fown, aud while begging from door to
door sing the events which they have heard from the birds. On
the fifth day after a bivth the goddess Satvai is worshipped, and
on the twelfth day the child is named. A boy can be warried ab
any time, » girl shonld be married between cleven and fifteen when
she comes of age. The parcuts of the bridegroom have to pay
£1 to £1 45, (Rs. {6 -12) to the parcnis of the bride before the
marriage takes place.  Before the marriage the gondhal ceremony is
performed, the Gondhlis being paid 2s. to 8s. (Rs.1-4) besides food.
A goat is generally saerificed at this ceremony.  In other respects
a Koli marriage is the same as a Kunbi marviage. When a girl
comes of age during four days she is not allowed to touch other
members of the family, but on the fitth day her husband gives
her a new robe and a bodice. Well-to-do Kolis burn and the poor
bury their dead. On the twelith day after a death, a Briahman is
required to visit the honse to purily it by sprinkling it with water.
Child marrizge, widow marriage, and polygamy are allowed, and
polyandry is unknown. They are bound together ag a body and
settle their social disputes at a meeting of the men of the caste.
Caste decisions are enforced by excommunication. They do mnot
send their beys o school, and are on the whole a steady class,

Musicians include three castes with a strength of 182 or 0-01
per cent of the Hinda population.  Of these 105 (males 53, females
52) were Devlis; 21 (males 11, females 16) Ghadsis; and 50
Kaldvants.

Devlis, or TemrLr Srvawts, with a strength of 105, are found in
Belgaum, Khénapur, and Gokalk. They have neither sabdivisions
nor surnames, proved relationship being the only bar to marriage.
Among Devlis the men ag a rale are tall and good-looking, and the
women fair, graceful, and refined with the manners of dancing-girls.
Their home specch 1s Mardthi. Most are husbandmen and the rest
are labourers. They eat fish and flesh, and drick liquor. Their
staple food 1s rice, millet, pulse, and vegetables. They live in honses
with walls of brick or mud and tiled roofs. The men wear the
top-knot, moustache, and whiskers ; and the women tie their hair in
a kunot at the back of the head and deck it with flowers., The men
and women are neat and clean in fheir dress and have a special
liking for gay colours. They dress Iike Mardthds and wear both
local handwoven and European clothes. The women pass the skirt-
corner of the robe back between the feet. They are not allowed to
sing or dance in publicand in social position rank below professional
singers and dancers who do not cat with them. Both men and
women are servants in temples, the women being dedicated to the
service in their childhood. It is nsunl among the class of temple
servants who are called Guravs to dedicate some of their female
children to the worship of the village gods, such as Ravalndth,
Satdi, and Mahuli. Those who can afford it burn their dead ; the
rest bury. Their customs differ in no point from those of Mardthds.
They keep dogs as peb.  The women sweep the temple of the god
to whom they are married and alse act as courtezams, Of their
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childrer one daughter is wed to the god and the rest marry the
sons and davghiers of Devlis. They worship the ordinary local and
Brdhmanical go&s. They believe in omens, witcheraft, lucky and
unlucky days, number, sights, and events. They consult Karhdda
or Deshasth Brahmans when they are in difficnlty or at times
of birth, marriage, and puberty. They scttle disputes by calling
caste meetings. They do not send their boys to school and are in
middling circumstances.

Ghadsis, with a strength of twenty-seven, arc found only in
Chikodi. They came into the district about forty vears ago from
Saneli, Miraj, and Kothdpur. They have no subdivisions, and their
surnames are Bhosle, Gdikwad, Ghorpade, Salunke, and Yddav.
Familics bearing the same surname do not intermarry. They are dark,
stout, well-made, and strong, and look and speak like Marathas. They
live in thatched huts and have a very scanty store of household
goods. A few of the well-to-do own a cow or a buffalo. Their every-
day food is Indian millet, pulse, and vegetables.  They eat fish and
the flesh of goats, sheep, domm bic fOWIQ, and wild game. They never
give fensts C‘((‘E‘:*}h on the oceasions of marringe. They have no
objection to animal food, but their poverty prevents them using it
regularly. They drink ]_.(,111()1 and smoke tobaceo ; and some of them
smoke hemp-flowoers or gange. The men wear a headscarf or rumdl,
a short waistcloth, and a shouldercloth; and the women a bodice
and robe passing the skirt-corner back between the fect and drawing
the upper end over the right shoulder. They arc mneither clean
nor sober, but are hardworking and even-tempered. They are
held fo be the most skilful of local musicians. They worship the
ordinary Brahmanic. gods, but their chief objeet of worship is
Maruti. They keep house images of Mhasoba and Keddriing or
Jotiba. They respect Drihmans and call them fto conduct their
marriage, puberty, and death ceremonies. They believe in lucky
and unlucky days, numbers, sights, and events, and consult Deshasth
Brdahmans. They name their children on the twelfth day after birth,
when they distribute sugar. Their marriage ceremonies last for a
couple of days. The boy and the girl are rubbed with turmeric
at their homes and at the time of marriage a cloth 13 held between
them. The Brahman repeats verses and throws rice over their heads.
‘The gmests are presented with packets of betelont and leaves, and
vetire. Next day the marviage ceremony ends with a feast. They
bury the dead and feast she caste poople on the thirtecenth, giving
uncoocked food or shidhe to their Brahman priest and to many other
Brikman beggars. They are bound together as a body and their
social dl%pute-, are settled at meetings of the men of the caste,
They do nob send their hoys to school or take to new pursnits.
They are a steady class aud fairly well-to-do.

Kala'vants, with a strength of about fifty, are found in
Belgaum, Yankammardi, Saundasti, and Athni.  They belong to five
cinsses, Mardthds, Kédnarese or Lingiyats, Konkanis, Telangs, and
Musalmédns. The Mardtha and Lingdyat dancing-girls are said
to be descended from the earlicst settlers in the district. The
Lingdyats do not eab from the hands of any of the other divisions;
Marathds and Konkanis eat together, but not from Lingdyats;
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Telangs, who originally bolonged to Madras, eat from all except
Musalminz, and the Musalmdns cat from all except Telangs.
None of tho divisions inicrmarry. As a class they are fair and
good-locking. Except a few of the Musalmin families who speak
Kénareso the different divi<ions speak at howne the langonge of
their own country. Their bonses arve Jarge and airy, bnt in
appearance and plan do not difler from those of other Hindus.
The women dress in rich well-fitting eloihes and wear shoes and
mark their brows with red-powder or Luwlkwu., Lingiyat girls at
home wark their brows with asbes and wear the ting, but when they
attend weddings or other joyful oceasions in famiiies who are not
Lingiyars, thcy wmark their brows with ved-powder. On such
occasions Musalmin girls also wark their brows with red-powder.
All, cxcepe Lingdyats, cat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep, and
fowls; and the Musalmdns beef and dvink liquar.  They sing, dance,
and act s courtezans. Mardtha and Lingéyat Kaldvauts do not
receive visits from Musalindn mcu on pain of loss of enste. Tolangs
reccive Musnimdns and Konkanis receive Chrisiians but not
Musalméns. Thoy geuerally begin to learn to sing and dance
when about seven or oight years old and their training lasts for
about ten years. Thoy practise singing acd duncing cvery morning
and cvening.  Their chargoes vary aceording to the season and the
demand for their sevvices.  'The ovdinary charge for a troop or tdfa
of five, two dancers and threo players, for a thread-ceromony varies
from Jus to £1 10= (R=.5.15); for & marringe from £3 to £20
(Rs. 30-200); for public feasts from 10« to £2 10s. (R8.5-25) ; and
for lLiouse-warming from 10x to £1 10s, (Rs.3-15). ‘The monthly
earnings of » Kaldvant vary from £1 10« to £5 (Rs. 15-50) and most
earn £2 to £3 10s. ([s.20-25) a month. Ouly a few Telang and
Koukani dancers carn as much as £3 {Rs. 50) a ronth, Their
expenses vary with their incomes, but if they choose they can save
£3 (Rs.30) out of overy 45 (Rs.50) they carn. Thoy adopt girls
whose parents are unable to snpport thew. T'he danghters of dancing-
girls, asa rule, take to their mother’s profession. They were
ormerly allowed to buy girls but this is now forbidden and in
consequeuce of the restriction their nambers are said to be
decreasing while the nuinbor of prostitutes or kashins is said to be
on the iucrcase. They got a Brahman {o give their child & name
on the twelfth day after birth. Among Macstha, Lingdyat, and
Musalndn davcing-girls belween the time when a girl is seven
yeurs old and the timne she comes of ago she is presented with a seb
of ankle-bells called ehdls. Upless this ceremony, which is called
tile, is performed she is not a regolar dancing-girl and is not allowed
to sing or dance in public. After the bell coremony comes the
marringe which ig performed cither before or after a girl comes of
age, but always before she is pregnaut.  The ceremony is performed
with the samno deiails as a marringe in the class to which they
belong, all the honours which are generally shown to a bridegroom
being in their roarringe shown to a dagger or kuldr. Instoad of the
bell-wearing and dagger-warriage Telang and Kovkan dancing-girls,
before they come of age undergo a form of marrisge called whes,
in which a girl dressed as & man and with a dagger in her hand
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acts as bridegroom. The sons of dancing-girls are called eithor
soffarddiks a respectful or sdjindds a somewhat contempiuous
Hindusténi torm for a wusicias, The occupation of these men is
Flaying the fiddle snd drum or singing. They gencrally begin to
earn when they are about twelve or thirtcen and are kept under
training six or seven years. Some dancing-girls’ sons with the help
of their mothors, sisters, or paramours’ funds have becomo wealthy
mouneylenders and cloth-dealers. Others own land, or teach music
and dancing, charging 10s. to £3 (188.5-30) amonth. The Telangi
musicians are dirty, hot-tempered, aud drunken; the Musalmén,
Konkan, and Maritha musicions drink moderaicly; and the
Kénarese musicians abstain, Excepb the Telangs, musicians as a
class are good-tompered, hospitable, and well-behaved, but thriftless,
Their manner is notably formal and respectful. They marry the
daughters of prostitutes or orphan or dostitute girls. Even when
they arc married they live iu somo corner of their sistor’s or their
mother’s house. Their widows do not becomo dancing-girls nor do
they romarry. Some of them bocome mistrosses living with their
protectors and cease to belong to the dancing-girl caste. DBesides
the Saffarddiks there is a class of Brahman music-masters who are
%enemlly Koukanasths and are known as Pandits, Gavais, and

astidjis. They live in Bréhwan quarters and their occupation
in no way affects their position as Brihmans. Konkani Kalavanis
when they pass temples or the housecs of Government officials, out
of respect untic the part of the robe willed kdsie which they tuck
into the waislband bebind., They also used to go and sing at the
house of the headman and Government officers, bat excopt 1n some
of the neighbouring Native States this practice is falling into
disnse. Dancing-girls consider oilmeo, barbers, Jingars or
saddle-makers, and washoruien low, and never po:form at their
houses. Tho troop or #ifa includes one or two or gomelimes three
dancing-girls, two fiddlers, and one drummor. The dancing-girl
stands in front, and on either side of her stands a fiddlor and bechind
her the drnmmer. Konkani, Marithi, and Telangi dancing-girls
bhave priests, gcrerally Doshasth, Konkunasth, and XKarhida
Brahmans. Lingdyat dancing-pirls employ Jangams or ayyds and
Musalmén dancing-girls employ the kdji. Konkani, Mardthi, and
Telangi dancing-girls barn the dead. No priest goes with the body
and no religions ceremony is performed on the day of deaih.
On the third day rclations and frionda throw the ashes in water.
From the ninth to the twelfth day with the help of a pricst balls
called pinds are offered to the deceased. On the thirtoenth day the
caste is given a dinner. They mourn ten days. Lingdyats and
Musalmans bury the dead. Among the Lingdyats the ayya or priest
attends the funeral and before the body is buried touches it with his
foot and is paid 2¢. 6d. (Rs.14). On the third and scventh days
the castc is feasted. Lingdyats observe uo mourning. The
Musalméns ask the kdji {o attend the funeral and he repeats verses
from the Kurdn afier vhe body is buried. They fcast the caste on
the ninth and eleventh days. Dancing-girls are religious. Except
the Musalméns they worship all Hinda gods, and even Masalmén
girls sometimes worship Hindu gods and follow Hindu customs.
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They have no headman. Kach section has iis own board or councii,
but they have no fixed vules for its guidance. When a dispuate
arises one of the purties calls the elderly dancing-girls, who meeb
1 one of their houses and settlo the master. They do not send their
children to school but a few read and write Mavdthi and are well-
to-do, holding lands for services rendered to temples and to the
tombs of Musalman saints,

Labourers and Misoceilaneous Workers incinde seventeen
castes with z strength of 49,934 or 631 per centof the Hindu
population. The details are :

Berearar Lapovrrrs avn Miscerragovs Workzns.

i Cagtn. ! Males. “Females Total. | Casre, Malee, I'emales, Total.
. e | [
:‘ : [+ I

| Beldars 842 1682 ! Korvie .. ' - Ta 0]
| Bhandarts ERT I 1904 | Horchars LEo1ep i 163 208
! Biadaras i 18,649 0 g Meddrs or Burnds? 544 ) 548 | 1092
| Deshavals ' Tidineshis E 84 Th 167
I Dombirs dvals 126 182 458
i Golls or Gopitls iris F 1. 15 | 29
| Ngers Yadurs G0t 07 ! 197
! Katleadis o S A

| Kalals | | —
! Rolatis ‘ Total .| 24,884 | 95050 19,084
i

Belda'rs, or Quarryuey, witha strength of 1692, are found all over
the district. They are of Gajarat origin, and came into the district
rom Sétéra in search of cmployment about sixty years ago. They
look likke Kupbkis. Thoey can speak Mardthi, but their home tongne
is Gajarati.  Most of them live in thatched huis and a few in houses
with mud walls end tiled roofs.  They keep bullocks, buflaloes, cows,
and dogs. Their staple food is Indian millet, rice, pulse, and
vegetables. They never hold caste feasis except on the cecasion of a
marriage.  Thev cat fish, and when they can afford it the flesh of
goats, sheep, poultry, partridges, and wild game. The cost alone
prevents them from nsing animal food repnlarly. They smoko
tobacco and drink country and foreign liquer but not to excess. They
dress like Kunbis, wear the same ornaments, and the women mark
their brows with red-powder. They are not clean, neat, or honest, hut
they are hardworking and orderly.  They are ynarrymen, somctimes
employing servants. Boys help their fathers {rom the age of sixteen.
The craft 1s- hereditary, constant, and well paid. The men work
from early morning to evening, and the women leok after the
house, Some burn and somc bury their dead. They worship al
Hindu gods and pay special respect to Vithoba.  Their priests are
Deshasth and Karhdda Brahmauns, whose help they scck at births,
marriages, cornings of age, and deaths. They keep the nsval Hinda
holidays. They believe in omens and in lucky and unlucky days
regarding which they consalt Brahmans, Their customs differ in
no poing from those of Kunbis. They are bound together as a
body and settle social disputes by the opinion of the majority of the
castemen. They do not send their boys to school. They are free
from debt, and are 2 steady class.

Bhanda'ris, or Psux-rarpers, with a strength of 1294, are found

all over the district exeept in Sampgaon and Athni, They came into
the district about sixty years ago from Rantagiri in search of work.
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Their home speech is Mardthi. They live iu good and- neatly kept
houses with walls of mud and tiled roofs. They drink to excess.
Their staple food is Indian millet, pulse, and vogetables. They feast
- the casto on marriagesand after deaths. Whenover they can afford it,
they eat fish, crabs, mutton, pouliry, hares, wild gawe, pigeons, and
R‘nrtridges. They drink country and foreign liquor and palm-spirit,
hey smoke tobacco sud some of thom hemp-flower or gdnja. The
men wear the moustache and sometimes the whiskers, but never the
beard. Their heads are shaved, except the top-knot, once a week.
The women wear their hair rolled in 2 ball on the back of the head,
decking it with flowers, and mixiug it with false hair. A few of
them aro clean and neat in their dress, bat most are dirty. The
only . pecaliarity in the dress of women who have come from the
Konkan is that thoy draw the skirt of their robos buck between their
foct. They are hardworking, oven-tempored, and orderly. Some
of them are husbandmon and othbers messengers and constables. A
lad gounerally begins to carn his living about fiftcen. Their women
help in wecging and sowing aud in sclling milk and butter. They
worship the usual Hinda gods, Shiv being the chief object of their
adoration, Their priosts aro Deshasth and Karhdda Bréhmans to
whom they show groat respect. They keep Dindu fasts and feasts,
and go on pilgrimage to Paudbarpur, Gokarn, and, if well-to-do, to
Benaves. They believe in sorcery, witcheraft, soothsaying, omens,
and lucky and unlucky days, and consult Brdhmans at the time of
birth or marriage or whenever they are in difficulty. Their customs
do not differ from those of K.anbis. They eithor bury or bura the
dead. They are bound togeiher as a body, and setfle social disputes
at meetings of tho meu of tho custe. Some of them gend their
children to school. Theyv take their girls away about twolve and
their boys about fifteen. They attempt no new pursuits and are on
the whole a steady people.

Biadarus, or Berads, are returncd as numboring 37,280 and
as scabtered all over the districh. They form a distinct tribe cor-
responding to the Gujardt Kolis, the Khindesh Bhils, and the Poona
Rdmosbis. Pdchhdpur about twenty miles north of Belganm is
said to have formerly been a capital of the Berads and many villages
near Pdchhidpur arc ocoupied chielly by Berads; they are also found
near Satagati on the Belgaum-Poona road in the hills bordering
the Ghatprabha. In former times they were much feared by
travellors whom they waylaid in hilly parts by rolling stones on
thema from high ground near the roadside. Gangs of Berads still
occasionally waylay and rob the travellers, The common names
for men are Balys, Bhima Hanmya, Lingya, and Shetiya; and
for women Gangi, Lagmi, and Yelli. Their parnames are var,

QGadaldavar, Gorla, Gujaldavar, Metkar, Metkuppi, Motmaluavar,

Mumudlavar, Négalnavar, and Phodenavar. Persons bearing the
same surpame do nob intermarry. As a class Berads are strong,
robust, and able to bear fatignc and hardship. Most of them are
dark, bat some are fair, clean, and tidy. Their kome tongue is
Kénarese; some of them live inside the villages in houses with
flat roofs and stone walls and rear cattle. Others, in hilly tracts,
live in grass hute and do not rear animals., Their staple food

F
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is millet bread or rice and pulse. They eat mutton, beef, pork,
domestic fowls, and wild game, Thoy drink to excess. They have
no objection to eating with Musalmins. Tle higher classes of
Hindus look down on them and vever associate with them. The
men wear 8 pair of light short trousers roaching a little below the
knoe, a shirt and a headscarf or rumdl. 'The women wear a
backed bodice with short sleeves, and a robe whose skirt they do
not pass betweon the fect. Dorads, as a class, are simple in their
manners, civil and goodbumoured in their bearing, talkative, and
brave ; thoy are lazy, conning, and cruel, They are clever thievos,
gkilful in clnding search and hiding stolen property, and arc much
fosred by traveliors. They steal cattle with such cleverness and
gend the stolon animals such long distances, that the greatest energy
and caution often fail to find any trace of them. The owner has to
go and ask the Borad’s help, and if he promises a roward the aninal
ig found and restored. Nour Satagati if an animal is missing it is
almost sure to have fallen into the hands of the Borads. They are
gaid to cut its throat, hang its head down to tke brunch of a tree,
kindle a fire anderneath it, and with their wives and children feast
on its flesh. Though notorious thieves, the Berads are honest
guardians of public property. They are village watchmen,
husbandmen, and labourcrs. Under the Peshwa ihe village of
Chikaddine about tivelve miles north of Belganm was the centre of a
small Berad state. At tho time of the British conguest of the country
in 1817 thoy had a strong organization ander a ndik or chief. Inthe
early years of British rule thoy causod some trouble, but wero reduced
to ovder in 1820, They wero still very anwilling to settlo to regular
work and preferred to sublet their land cven at a small rent rather
than be at tho trouble of farming it. In 1529 there was a great
Bedar outbreak under a famous lcader named Rajappa Sangoli. So
guccessful was he that for a time the fort of Belgnum was believed to
bo in danger. Of late years they have become skilful both as field
and as day labourers, hunters, and snarers. They have no family
priests. Lhoy belicve in sorcery, witcheraft, and soothsaying. They
worship all local deities, cinlly Yellamma and Méruti, and
consult DBrdhmans, Theie chief coromonial oconsions arc birth-

. paming, hair-cutting, coming of age, marriage, and death. On none

of these occasions is a Brébman called to officiate. Ou the fifth day
after tho birth of a child they worship the goddoss Pachvi and feast
throe or four relations. Ou the twelfth or ninoteenth day the
olders choose # name genorally cither of n deceased relation, or of
one of tho gods, lay tho child in a eradle, repeat its name threo timcs,
tho women sing songs, and a few relations aro feasted, When o
male or a female child is a yoar old the maternal uncle cuts five
hairs with a pair of scissors and asks the barber to cut the rest. A
girl is marricd before she comes of age ; the bridegroom, in company
with relations, goes to the bride’s at the time fixed by the village
Brdhman ; the brido is led by hor maternsl uncle to where the
marriage party arc met; the couple arc seated on a mattress face
to face, and a cloth is held between them ; the elders throw grains
of rice over their heads, and they aro busband and wife. The

next day the married pair go to the village temple accompanied by
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relations and music. They sband ountside of the building, give a
cocoanut, betel-leaves, and a ) enna (3d.) to the temple ministrant,
bow ta the god, return to the bride’s hovse, distribate sugar to the
guests and give a feast to near rvelations. Polygawmy and widow
marviage arce allowed and practised.  When a girl comes of age she
keeps aloof for three days. On the fourth day she bathes, when if
the husband is well-to-do, he gives her a new robe and bodice, and
a marricd woman {ills her lap with rice, betelnut, and a cocoannt,
A few burn, but most bury their dead. The dying person is laid in
the centre of the house with the head towards the north. When
life is gons fhe body is bathed, shronded in a new cioth, and carried
to the burning ground. A Mhbdir always goes with the body and is
paid 134 (3 aniee). Onthe twelfth day the chicf niourrer brings water
from the wvillage Brohman, sprinkles it in the house, and, if the
decessed was married, a silver plate Impressed with the deccased’s
figure is bonght frony a goldsmith for Gd. or 1s. (annus 4 or 8). On
the thirteenth day the velations of the deceased worship the silver
plate which is kept in the house and worshipped once in a year.
They are bound together as a body.  "Their social disputes are scttled
at meebings of the caste nuder an heveditary headman called néddigye.
They do not send their boys te school.

Desha'vals, with 2 strength of 500, are found in Belgaum,
Parasgad, and Athni.  They came into the district from Ba,ﬁgalor
ahout sixty years ago.  They live in small houses with walls of muad
and tiled roof ; and keep cows, goats, dogs, and poultry. Their home
speech is Telugu.  Thelr staple food is wheat or Judian millet bread,
rice, pulse, and vegetables.  They ead {ish, mutton, and poultry, bus
there is w caste rule against cating animal food daily.  They are
great drunkards, using both country and foreion liguor. They
gmeke tobacco and some of them hemp-flower or génja, cat opiom,
and majum an incbriating preparation of bhdng mixed with sugar
and spices and formed into cakes.  The men wear the top-knot and
moustache ; and the wowen tie the hair in a bunch on the right side
of the head without using either flowers or false hair. "The men
wear the loincloth, headscarf or swmdl, waistcloth, coat, shirt,
and shouldercloth ; and the women the shortslecvod bhodice and a
robe the skirt-corner of which they pass between the feet and draw
the othier'end over the left shonlder. They are neither neat nor elean
in their dress, and use both country.made and Furopean cloth,
They bake and sell loaves, biscuits, and ginger-bread, the women
and children helping in thoir ealling.  They worship the ordinary
Brihmanic gods and have the greatest respect for Mahddev. Their
household god 1s Venkoba and they are the priests of Ndidus and
Mudlisrs, Their priests are Deshasth Brahmans, whom they call to
conduct their chief cercmonics such as birth, marriage, puberty, and
death. They have no teacher or guru, and make no pil grimages,
They belicve in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and unlucky days.
They bury their dead, and their eustoms do not differ from those of
the Ndidus. They are bound fogether as a body, and settle social
disputes according to the opinion of the majority of the easte people.
They send their boys to school and teach them Telngu and Marathi.
Their craft 1s poorly paid, and 15 declining.
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.Domba’'rs, with a strength of 1006, are found throughout the
district. Tumblers, rope-dancers, and gymnasts arc called Dombérs.
They aro divided into Vale or Valiar that is Holia also called Mhaér
Dombdrs, Gopélgani Dombérs who perform feats on gopdlganis or
long bamboo poles, and Musalmdn Dombédrs. These threé classes
have no subdivisions and no surpames. They do not intermarry or
ent together. The Véle Dombdrs speak Kdnarese, the Gopélganis
Mardthi, and the Musalméns Hindusiéni. The men are genernlly
hardworking aud good-tempered, though mot sober. The
Gopalganis are clean, neat, and well-bohaved, and the Vdle women are
thieves. The Gopélganis, besides performing rope-dancing and
other athletic feais, amuse the people by buffoonery. Two bamhoos
ten or twelvo feot long are set up some sixteen feet apart snd a
strong rope is tied to their tops. On this they dance and while
daocing keep making ludicrous remarks like buffoons in theatres.
They are exccllont stilt-wnlkers and al3o pertorm feats of strength
on the ground. The Gopdlgani women arc expert prostitutes
persuading people to visit shem and to pay thom well.  For this
purpose good-looking gitls aro set apart and called sonchedis or
goﬁgn daughters. The Viles make combs and other articles of horn
and hide which the women bawk from house to house, losing no
chance of pilfering a.nything they can lay their hands on. Like the
Gopélganis the Musaldn Dombédrs carn their living by performing
athletic feats and by begging. When they beg they are
accompanied by their women who dance and sing, aod both women
and children take part in performing athletic feats. Sometimes
they go begging from door to door, one beating a drom or daf,
aud the other playing the one-stringed fiddle called tuntune.  The
women also wake bamboo sieves and bartor them for old clothes.
Dombdrs wander. from place to place stopping outside the villages

- in small huts of straw matting supported by bamboo sticks which

they carry with them wherever they go. They halt during the rains
whercver they happen to bo when the rain begius. They rear no
domestic animals excopt some asses which carry their mat huts and
their gear. They eat tho flesh of cows, buffuloes, goats, shecp, deer,
and hogs; bot not of horses, niigdis, lizards, serpents, porcupines,
asses, or monkeys. The men woear short tight trousers and wrap
a long cloth round the loins. They occasionally wear o Wwaistcloth,
a short coat, and a turban. The golden girls of the Gopélganis
who are set apart as courtezans have a silk-bordored robe and
bodice, deck their hair with flowers, and wear gold and silver
oroaments on the head, car, nose, neck, arms, and feet like those
worn by danciog-girls. The dress of the rest of the women is

and coarsc. In the morning the men teach their children athletic
exerciscs and to sing songs, and thon perform from two till sunset.
The women, after setting apart some ood for the evening, go aboui
begging sand pilfering. They marry their girls at any age, the
husband having to psy a sum of money to the girl’s parents. Some
of the men have more wives than one and livo on their wives’
earnings as courtezans. They bury their dead. Hindu Dombérs
wprshigl‘hYolloba and Yellamma, and Musalmén Dombérs reverence
Pirs, ey have no class organization. Each family roawms by
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itself caroful to avoid others lest they shonld spoil cach other’s
prospects. The Gopdlganis are well-to-do, but the Viles aro
extremely poor. They do not send their boys to school or take to
new pursuits.  On the wholo they ure a falling people.

Golls or Gopals, with a strength of 324, are found only in
Sampgaon and in Athni  Tkey are a wandering people from Madras
whose home speech is Telugn. They are dark and middle-sized with
long faces, thick lips, gaunt checks, and long necks. The men woar
the top-knot, moustache, and whiskers, and a few the beard. They
live in thatched huts and keop dogs. Their staple food is Indian
millet bread, pulso, and vogetables. Their only caste feasts are in
honour of marriagos. They eat fish and itho flesh. of sheop, goats,
the hare, domestic fowls and wild game. They drink palm-
spirits. Most smoke tobucco and some homp-flower or ¢génja.

ey dress and wear ornaments like Kunbis. They prepare
medicines from metals and from forest plants. Some of them are
clover at drawing out guineaworms with a needlo and at cupping.
Their women and children weave mats and sell them in therl’oca.l
markets. Some of them are beggars. They respect Brihmans and
call them to their marriages. They worship the ordinary Bréhman
gods and have the greatest respect for Méruti, whose image, along
with those of Venkoba, Narsoba, and Yellamma, they keep in their
houses. They bave no spiritual teacher or guru, and believe in
lacky and unlucky days. On the birth of a cbild they worship the
goddess Pdohvi or tho spirit of the fifth, and name their children
on the xinth. Their boys are shaved for the first time in presence
of the village Méruti, Their warriage customs do mot differ from
those of the Kunbis., They bary their dead and monrn for five
weeks, whon they oall a Jangam or Lingdyat priest who makes

them pure by ringing a bell and blowing a conch-shell. For this -

bhe is given uncooked food or shidha. They have a caste organi-

zation and soitle their social disputes at mectings of the castemen.

Some of them earn cnough to maintein themselves and their

families deccntly and a few lay by a little. They do not send their
"boys to school and are a steady class.

. Ilgers or S8hindiga'rs, with a strength of 1208, are found
in ell large villages of the district exceptin Khéndpur. They

. are chiefly found in the villages and towns near which fan-leaf or
- tdd palms and wild date-palms grow. They say the_;r camo into tho
district about & hundred years ago from Belldn in *adras in gsearch
of work. Their homo tongue is Kdnarcse, but in Chikodi, Athoi,
and Belgaum they speak Mardthi ont of doors. They look like
Lingdyats, and are dark, strong, and muscular, Most of them live in
houses of the bettor olass, with walls of brick or mud, and tiled roofs,
Their staplo food is wheat and Indian millet bread, rice, pulse, milk,
butter, curds, and vegotables. They eat fish and the flesh of goats,
gheep, deer, hare, and domestic fowls. They do not sacrifice the
animal before cating it. They do not drink country or foreign liquor,
not even fresh palm-jnice, neither do they smoke tobaceo or any other
drug. They dress like Lingdyats and wear the same ornaments. They
are not clean, but they are hardworking, sober, thrifty, even-tempered,
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hospitable, and well-behaved. They arc drawers and sellers of palm-
juice. Boyvs begin to carn a living when they are abont fourteen.
Bome of them are moneylenders and one contracts to supply bread
to the Beloaum troops.  Some are over-holders, some under-holders,
and some fiold- lmomu s, but nonc are skilfnl husbandmen. The
WOomen hmp the men in sowing and weeding,  Their religion and
customs do not differ from those of the Mar Ahds. Their priests, who
are Karhada Brahmans, ofiiciate at their honses ab hirth, marrigge,

coming of age, and death cm-emtmios They worship the usual
o r ]. Y

Brahmanie oodq, Lmd have the greatest rebpmt for Vithoba. They

bury their dead. 1wy have a c‘mfo organization.  They do not

sond their boys to %L,Loul Since they came into the distret they
have improved the palm-juice trade, and made money. They are well
paid and prosperous.

Kaika'dis, with a strength of 115, are found in Chikodi, Gokik,
and Athni. The mon wear tho top-k not and monstache, and the women
fie their hair in u knot without nsing false hair or flowers.  They
Live either in bouses with mud walls and diled roofs or in thaiched
hats.  They rear bullocks, buffuloes, donkeys, and dogs, and their
every-day food is Indian millet bread and vegetables. No one but
Mhdrs eat from their hands. They eat fish, the flesh of sheep,
goats, pigs, hare, deer, partridges, and fowls. They are fond of
drinking both country and foreign lquor, and smoke tobacco and
herap-flower or ginge. Fheir hubits arc dirty and wntidy. The
men roll a piece of cloth round the loins and another round the head,
and draw a third over the shonlders. Thelr women wear a robe
without passing the cud between the feet; they seldom wear a
bodice. They make haskets of the wild (1'119 leaves and some are
husbandmen ander-holders or field-lat .Jonre'r's Al have a bad name
as robbers and housebreakers. They worship all Hindu gods, honour
Yellarama as theirhonse goddess, an d Io‘ erence Mubmmnmadan saings.
They consult village Brahmans as to their children’s names, hat do
not eall thero to thelr marriages. The boy and girl are rulibed with
turmoric at their honges, o caste +ea it 13 given with pjem of | nquov
and the parents of the girl tie the hom of the girPs robe fo the boy’s
W«MQDC]OLL, and the boy and girl are huab.;ud and wife.  The
marriage agrecment has the unnsu“] condition that the son-in-law
must lw V\Ith his wife’s family and help to support them until his
wife has given birth to three children. If he separates from his
wife by muotual consent, he has to make an allowanece to his wife’s
parents. Kaikddis have no headmun and settle dispates by a
committee of four or five membors of the caszte. T hey do not qem}.
their boys to school or take to new pursunits, They are a poor class.

Kala'ls, orLiquor-sknness, with a strengthol forty-cight, are found
in large \ﬁld;cres and Lowns tm‘oughout the Ch::tl‘i@t They are
genomhv fair anc} goodlooking. T'hemen wear the topknot, moustache,
and whiskers, but no beard. rlh(‘ women braid their hair behind, but
do not deck 1t with Jowers or wear falsc hair.  They speak ha,nmese,
Most of them live in houses with tiled roofs. The men dress like
Fingdyats in a headscarf rwmdl, waisteloth, coat, and shonldercloth ;
and thoe women in the robe and bodice. l‘he men. wear the sacred
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thread. They eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, the have, and
domestic fowls, provided they are slaughtered by a Musalmén priest
or mulle. 1f there iz no available priest & Kaldl slanghiers the
animal himself, washing his hands and mouth and repeatmg s0me
words from the Kurdn. Their hereditary calling is to make
and sell liquor, but since 1881, when a central or sadar distillery
was established at Belgaum, {heiv galling has heen confined to the
sale. of liquor prepared at the distillery. They also work as
labourers and coltivate, though as caliivators they do not show
much skill, Their womer work 1n the fields and as day-labourers.
They worship Shiv, Vishun, and Mdruti, and show mueh respect
to their priests who are Deshasth, Konkanasth, and Karhdda
Brahmang, Their marriage and death ceremonies are the samo as
those of Kunbis. Their marriages last three days. On the first
day castemen aro feasted and the bride and bridegroom are rubbed
with turmeric. The next day the bridegroom goes fo the bride’s
house and is seated on a blankef. A cloth is held between them
and the priest repeats verses and at the end throws grains of rice
over their heads, and they are huasband and wife. Packets of
betelnut and leaves are handed round, and the guests retire. On
the second evenming the boy walks with the girl to his hounse
accompanied by music and {riends and relations. At his house the
goddess Lakshmi is worshipped, On the third day a castefeast
18 given. On the first day after a death 2s. to 4s. (Rs.1-2) are
spent in preparing the pile, in buying flowers which are thrown
over the body, and in buying clothes for the corpse. On the third
day sons, brothers, and other near male relations go to the burning
groupﬂ, sprinkle milk over and round the ashes, take the ashes io
some river, and throw them into the water. On their return such alms
as they canafford ave given to the poor. On the twelfth or thirteenth
day a dinner is given to near relations and friends. A Brahman
priest attends on!y on the twelfth day and gets cash or dakshing and
uncocked food or shidha. They pr actise child marri iage and polygamy;
widow marriage s forbidden and polyandry is unknown. Their
casbe rules allow them 1o spin wool in a spindle but not to spin
cotton. If they touch quilt patch-work they have to bathe. They
have no priest of their own, butthey ganera]iy call Brahman priests
to their marriages. _Ehey do not go on pilgrunage. Under the new
excise gystem they have becomo little more than the servanis of the
contractor, They borrow to mneet special cXpenses. They have no
headman and sctile social C}hpltt( by the opinion of a majority of
the castemen. They send their boys to schoo! but only till they
can read and write a little.  Their condition 18 at present somewhat
depressed., :

Kola'tis, with a strength of 724, ave found only in Chikodi. They
are divided into pure and impure Koldtis wbo do not eat together
or intermarry. "fhey speak a mixbure of Mardshi and Hindusténi,
and are intelligent, elight, and active, of fair complexion, with darlk
eyes, and short-cut black hair. The men wear the top-knot, the
moustache, the beard, and whiskers ; and the women tie the hair in
a knot behind the head. They geuerally live oulside of villages and
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move {rom place to place, carrying long low mat huts, nicknamed
kadi-mahdls or straw-halls. "They live together in small groups of
four or five families. "They kcep donkeys which they use in
travelling from place to place. Their staple food is Indian millet
bread and vegetables. They eas fish, erabs, mutton, domestic fowls,
pigs, deer, hare, and partridges. They drink both couniry and
foreign Hquor and palmn-jnice.  All smoke tobacco and some hemp-
tlower or génjo.  Their dress is untidy and dirty. The men wear
a small twisted turban, a rough shounldercloth, and short tight
trousers ; the women wear a shortsiceved hodice and a robe whose
skirt corner is passed back between the feet.  They are tumblers and
rope-dancers, and live by begging. Their social position is as low
as that of Mhdrs. They worship the ordinary Hindu gods bub
Hanumsén i their chief object of worship ; their family deities are
Khandoba andé Mari. They belicve  ghests and spirits.  When she
comes of age everyKolati girl is called on o choose between marriage
and prostitution. If she prefers marriage she is jealously watched
and is usually well-behaved., 1If she choose prostibution and
tumbling, ker parents have to call a caste council and got their
leave and give a feast. She is then at liberty to follow the calling.
The children of wnmarried Koldti women are admitted to the fall
privileges of the castc. They are an intelligent class anxious te
rige from their position.

Korvis, with a strength of 3716, are found over the whole disbrict
pxcept in Kndndpur. They are divided into Sanddis, Konchis, Advig
or Kal Kaikddis, and Modi Korvis. The Sanddis are considered the
highest subdivision of Korvis and neither eat nor murry with the
others. They are strong and dark, the women being a Little fairer
than the men. The men wear the top-knot, the moustache, and
whiskers. Theoir home tongune is Telugn mixed with Tamil, in
which three-fourths of the words are Kdunarese. They are dirty,
cruel, idle, given to thieving and drinking; and their women are
prostitutes, Lhey are muosicians and makers of baskets, cornbins,
slings, and grass ropes. They do not caltivate. The Modis or
sorcevers play on a pipe called pungi and make baskets; and the
Konehis catch and sell peacocks and partmdges. The Advis enter
villages during the day wunder pretence of selling brooms and
baskets. They find a good house to rob, and at night return and
carry off clothes, vessels, ornaments, or cattle. The Adviwomen are
also thieves. They frequent villages on the pretence of begging
and rob by day in regular gangs headed by a female loader called
jamdddrin. Hach gang is provided with a bunch of keys and pick-
locks. When they see a locked house in an unfrequented lane, one
of them stands in front of the door, as if begging alms. The
jamdddrin picks the locks and the rest are posted round watching.
When the leader comes ont with the booty she locks the door, and
they all walk away. Should any one happen to pass while the
leader is in the house, the woman at the door produces a silver coin
and asks the man if the coin is good. She then begins to dispute
with him, and laying hold of him calls to her comrades that the man
bas abused her or taking liberties with her. Une woman after
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another runs up and they jostle the man away from the doar.
When a nomber of people have gathered the leader escapes with
the booty. Again, an old woman will go from house to house
pretending to be a fortune-teller.  1f she finds a house with no one
in it but & single woman she flatéers and astonishes the housewife
by telling the chicl events in the housewifd’s life, how many
children she hag, and how many moreare coming.  When the woman
of the house is satisfied that the Advi woman has soperhuman
powers she allows the witeh to cover her face with her robe and
shuts her eyes while the Advi woman breathes on them and blows
in her ears and sits mubttering charms. Meanwhile one or two of
her friends who have been lurking close by, walk into the houge
and carry away whatever they can lay their hands on. When they
have left the house the woman’s face is wncovered, and the Advi
woman fakes her presents and leaves her dupe to find oub that her
houge has been robbed.  Such of the Korvis as have given up a
wandering life live either 1n or outside of villages in small houses
either with thatched or tiled roots. They rear pigs and fowls,
While travelling they carry straw mats which with the help of a
few sticks they make into huts. They keep dogs and asses to
walch and carry their goods. Except cows, horses, rats, and dead
animals, they eat most kinds of flesh and drink liquor. Their
staple food 1s Indian millet. On fast days they prepare cakes or
polis and rice like other Hindus. They dress like low-caste Hindus,
generally 1 dirty clothes. Their women wear a bodice and a robe.
The Modis or sorcerers wear a long coat, & pair of breeches, and o
turban with some feathers fastened to it.  Well-to-do women wear
a nosering or mukra of gold, and silver rings or folbundis above
the elbows. Except a coti of black beads round the neck and glass
bangles, a poor woman wears no ornaments. Ou the fifth day after
a birth the goddess Pdchvi is worshipped, and the child is named
on the twelfth, the name heing given by an astrologer. All
children have their heads shaved hefore they are a year old. They
have no rule that a girl should be married before she comes of age.
The betrothal is settled by the payment of 8s. (Rs. 4) to the girl’s
father in presence of relations and friends. Shortly before the
marriage day 4 sccond sum called mahdr of not less than £3 (Rs. 30}
is given to the girl’s father. Threc days before the marriage the
boy and girl are rubbed with turmeric at their homes and instead of
red-powder or kunks a mixture of turmeric and cement is rubbed on
their brows. A cocoanut wrapped in a piece of cloth iz tied tfo the
boy’s right and a three-cornered piece of cloth called pdl is set up
as & canopy 1n front of the boy’s house. On the wedding-day the

boy goes with his relations and friends to the girl’s house and sits -

by the girl surrounded by women. Neither widows nor widowers
are allowed to enter the house. The boy’s and girl’s hands are
joined, and two married women, one a relation of the hoy, the other
of the girl, ask the elder women present whether they agree to the
marriage. V¥ hen they state that they are willing, the musiclans
play the marriage song and the ceremony is completed. Then the
boy and girl sit facing each other and they feed one another with
sweetened rice, and the rest of the rice iz given fo guests whose
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first wives or husbands are abve. The boy takes the girl to his
house and feasts the caste with mea$ and liguor. A widow who
bas daughters may not marry antil all the girls are marrvied; a
widow who has sons can never marry. horvn, ag a rule, bury the
dead, bat they burn a woman who dies within ten days afior child-
birth  Their death ceremonies are like thosc of low-caste Hindus.
The only peculiarity is that two near relatious or friends are chosen
to be corpse- bearers and after the funeral remain in the house for
three days. On the third day she ashes of the dead are gathered
and threwn into a river or pond. After bathing the two bearers
and 2 pm‘ty of caste people are feasted and are then free to go
where they plesse. The gods of the Korvis are Marusi, Yel]a,nm’a,
Huligeva, Mailar, Bagdpa, and Mérgav or Lakshmi. 1hey believe
and worshi ip all other Hinda gods “and poddesses.  Their priests
are ordinary Brahmans. Thcy fast on Saturdays and observe
Padve in April and Ndyg punckm& in August as holidays. They go
on pilgrimage to Huligeva in the Nizdm’s dominions, to the shrine
of Yellamma at %amuhth, and to a Musalmdn s&mt.’s tomb ab
Yamanur, Her monthly sickness ig not thonght to make a woman
unclean. Though the Korvis held & very low social position high-
caste Hm(m% do not consider that their touch defiles.  The Sanadm
bhave a headman of tbe Témil caste whom they fterm sheli or
muhanondi.  The other subdivisions sebtle social disputes at
meetings of the men of the caste, Among the Korvis if a woman
15 found guilty of adultery or of any other sericus crime she 1s pat
oub of caste and not allowed back nntil she passes through the
following ordeal: Three stakes of Indian milliet are set on the
ground their fops touching. The woman is made to stand under
them and they are set on fire.  Then her fongue is branded with a
piece of heated gold.  After all these rites have been performed she
12 clean and fit to come back into caste. The Korvis do not send
their boys to school. They are a very poor class, many of them
living entirely ou alms.

Korchars, with a strength of 293, are found 1n Belgaum and
Gokdk. They are black, strong, and well-made, and look like Korvis.
Their expression is lively, the nose high, the cheeks round, and the
hair Iank. The men wear a top-knot, moustache, and whiskers ; and
the worpen. tie their hair in a knot on the right ‘side. Their home
tongne is Tamil ; ont of doors they speak Hindustani. Thkey live
in small dirty and untidy houses with walls of mud and filed roofs.
Their staple food 1s Indian millet bread, pulse, and vegetables.
They eat Hish and the flesh of goats, sheep, fowls, and game. They
are given to drink, using both country and foreign spirits and palm-
juice. All smoke tebacco and scme smoke hemp-flowers or gdnjo.
The men wear a headsearf, 5 short coat and waisteoab, and a waist and
shouldercloth; the women wear a shortsleeved hodice and a robe
whose skirt-corner is nob passed back between the feet. Some are
day-labourers, while others are hunters or shikdris. They eat from
Marathas and Mardthds eat from them. They are hardworking,
but not honest, sober, or thrifty. The men go hunting or work as
labourers, and the women earn somethihg by tattooing. They
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worship the nsual Brahmanic gods and have the greafest respect
for Mdruti. 'lheir family goddess is Durgamwa and their family
priests are Bréhmans whom they ecall to conduct their marriage,
age-coming, and death ceremonies. They chserve the regular
Hindu holidays. They have no religions teacher or gurw. They
believe in soothsaying, omens, and lucky and unlucky days, and
consult  Deshasth Smédrt Drdbmans at the iime of birth and
marriages and when in difficolty, They name the child on the
twelfth day after birth and give a dinner, most of the guests being
women. Their marriage ceremonies last two days. On the first
day they rub the bride and bridegroom with turmeric and oil, and
on the second day a Dridhman conducts the marriage ceremony.
A cloth 1y held between the boy and girl, verses ave repeated, and
the ceremony 1s completed by throwing rvice over their heads. On
the third day « feast 1s held at both the boy’s and the girl’s. They
bury their dead, and give a feast on the thirteenth day to relations
and castemen including the four bier-bearers. They allow widow
marriage. They are bound together as a body and settle their
social disputes according fo the opinion of the majority of the
castemen. They neither send their children to school, nor take to
new pursuits. They are very poor. _
Meda'rs or Buruds, Workers 1y Baxsoo, with a strength
of 1092, are found over the whole district, chiefly in large villages
aud towns. They claim descent from one Kyatava, a Lingdyat, to

which sect they say they formerly belonged and lost their position

from eating and drinking mm Shudras’ houses during a famine. The
Meddrs do not now wear the ling. They have no subdivisions,
The men are dark, strongly made, and regnlar-featured; the
women are a litfle fairer than the men. The men wear the
top-knot and moustache, and sometimes the beard and whiskers,
The women coil their hair in a knot and tic it with a woollen
string or mandidhar. Their home tongue is Kénarese. They are
hardworking and hospitable but exiravagant and drunken. They
make bamboo baskets and blinds. They seldom cultivate ; many of
them trade in bamboo. As a labourer a Meddr man earns about
6d. (4 as.) a day. Their women are equally hardworking, and besides
minding the house plait haskets and matting. A man wears a
turban or headscarf, a waistcoat, short pantaloons or chadis, and
sometimes a shouldercloth and shoes or chapals. The women wear
a robe and a bodice. They eat fish and flesh and drink liguor.
Their every-day meal consists of Indian millet bread and vege-
tables, a few eating rice. They worship the goddess Pachvi on the
fifth day after child-birth and name it on the thirteenth. They
shave the child’s hair for the first time before it is two years old
and throw the hair info theriver. Meddrs allow widow marriage,
the children of the first husband being left to his relations. A
woman who marries a second husband is considered impure and is
not allowed to fake part in religicus ceromonies. The Medars bury
and do not burn their dead. The Chalvidi, who carries a bell in
front of the Lingdyats’ funerals, heads their burial parties. Before
the dead i carried to the burying ground a Lingdyat ayys sets hig
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right foot on the head of the corpse. The priest’s foot is worshipped
by the relations of the dead, washed, and the water poured into the
corpse’s mouth to wash away its sins. Kxcept this the Meddrs
observe no Lingdyat enstoms. They mourn the dead for ten days
and perform the funeral ceremonies or shraddh from the eleventh
to the thirfeenth day. 'They worship Shiv, Basavana, Yellamma,
and other Hindu gods. They keep in their houses and worship
silver or brass images of their ancestors. They call Brihmans te
their houses to perform all religious ceremonics except funerals
which are conducted by Lingdyat priests. - Like Konkan and Deccan
bamboo-workers the Meddrs are not held unclean. They have a
caste organization.  Their headmen who arc called goewde and
chavge belong to their own caste and with the help of the caste
people, settle social disputes. The two headmen are pald certain
fees on marriage and other joyful oceasions and no marriage contract
is settled without their consent. Meddrs are not serimped for food
or clothing, earning enough to keep themselves and their familics,
but not saving enough to meet marriage and other special expenses.
Many have to borrow and are in debt. They do not send their boys
to school or take to new pursnits, and are not a rising class.

Ra'moshis, witha strength of 167, are found in Belgaum, Samp-
gaon, Chilcodi, Athni, and Gokilk. According to their own story they
are of the same caste as the Berads with whom they eat but do not
marry. They have no subdivisions. Their surnames are Andil and
Banni, and families bearing the same surname cannot intermarry.
They ook like Kunbis, The men, who wear the top-knot, moustache,
and whiskers, are dark, strong, and regular featurcd. Their home
speech i3 Kdnarese. A comparatively well-to-do Ramoshi has a
house with three rooms, the back room for cattle, the middle room
for the women and for dining and sleeping, and the front room for
men and visitors. kxecept gix or scven brass and several earthen
vessels, they have fow housebold goods. They keep cows, bullocks,
buffulocs, and dogs.  Their staple food is Indian millet, rice, pulse,
and vegetables. Thoy eat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep, fowls,
and buffaloes. Their use of animal food is not limited to sacrificial
or other great occasions; if they could afford it they would eat
meat regularly. They drink both country and foreign lignor and
eat opium ; almost all smoke tobacco and some smoke hemp-flower.,
The men dress like Kunbisin a headscarf, shouldercloth, and waist-
cloth, but their clothes are dirty and untidy. The women wear a
shortsleeved bodice and the robc withont passing the end back
between the feet. They are quarrelsome and givento drink., They
make their living as watchmen, hugbandmen, and labourers, and
some of them arc robbers. They grvow ndehni and wvari with the
help of their women. Field-workers are paid citherin grain orin cash,
ab the rate of 3d. (2 as.} a day. Their work is steady, but most of
them borrow to meet special expenses, and as they have generally
to pay as much as twenty-four per cent inferest many of them are
mnvolved in debt. They do not respect Brahmans nor call them to
conduet their ceremonics.  Their family goddess iz Yedeva and they
have the greatest respect for Maruti. They worship their deceased
ancestors as well as the cobra or ndg, holding it sacred and never
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destroying it. They keep no images in their houses. Their priests
are Lingayat Jangams who perform their birth, marriage, and death
cereronies. l‘huy make no pilgrimages and except their Jangams
have no religious head or guru. When a child is born they give a
Jangam £d. (} anna) and ask bim to name the ehild. The Jangam
asks the name of the child’s ancestors and after consulting his
almanac tells them by what name to call the child. They have no
betrothal or puberty ceremonies. The marriage age for girls varies
from five to ten, and for boys from ten to twenty. When his first
wife is barrem, a man may take a sccond or even a third wife.
Bat if he has childeon by his first wife he seldom marries again
during her lifetime. T'fle‘v allow and praclisc widow marrage.
There iz a rule that if a man suspects his wife of uufaithfulness,
"~ with the consent of the caste he may divorce her,  They bury their
dead. Nothing is spent on the burial of the unmarricd, but in
memory of the married dead, whether men or women, a caste feast
is given on the thirteenth day alter death. They ave bound
together as a body and scttle caste disputes at meetings of the aduls
male members. They do not send their boys to school.

Ra'vals, with a strength of 258, are found all over the district.

They are divided into Rivulniths and Padareroti Révals who neither
eat together nor infermarry,  DBoth divisions look like Mardthas and
speal “Mavéthi at home. T hey live in small honses with walls of mud
and tiled raofs. They keep cows, bullocks, goats, and fowls, and are
temperate in eating and m'mkmu Thetr staple food is rice, Indian
miilet, pulse, and veoota.b]e bub they do nst cbject to eat fish or
‘tlesk or to drink hquo . fhev smoke tobaces and hemp-flowers.
The men wear a hoadscart or rumal, a coab, a shirt, a waist-
cloth, and a shouldercloth ; and the women a :Jhortcslc,wc,d bodice
and a robe or lugade whose end is nobt drawn back between the
feet. They are hardworking, sobor, and thrifty, but dirty. They
Are IMEessengers, wWoavers, hndholdera, field-workers, and beggars.
They weave coarse vobes or sddis which they sell 0 shopkeepers,
their women helping them in their work. They are not skilful
husbandmen. Their women help them in weeding and sowing, and
their children n looking after the catile. 1‘h0y sell milk, butter
and curds. They worship the ordinary Brikman gods, and have
the greatest respoct for Mahddev. Their priests are Deshasth
Brabmans whom they call to conduct their birth, marriage,
poberty, and death ceremoniecs.  “Fhey do not make pﬂar]m‘xtres,
and have no religious guide or guri.  They belicve in soothsaying
and lucky and u_nlhcky days and consult the ordinary Brdhmans
at the time of bhirth and marriage or whenever they are in difficulty.
Their customs do not differ from those of Kunbis, They bury their
dead and allow widow marriage. They are bound together as a
body and their social disputes are setiled at meetings of the adult
males of the caste. A few send their boys to school Az a class
they are fairly prosperouns.

Shika'ris or Huwrezrs, also called Pdrdhis or Snarers, with a
strenth of thirty, are a wandering tribe who seem to be the same as
the Gujardt Vdghriz, Their home fongne iz Gujardfi. They are
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divided inte Mir or noble Shilkdrae, Haranpdrdhis or deer-hunters,
and Korchers or basket-makers. These divisions neither eat together
nor intermarry. They have no surnames. They are dark, dirty, and
thin. The men allow the hair to grow like a woman’s hair and wear
the moustache and beard. They are bird-catchers, hardworking,
sober, and such skilful whistle-players that the birds gather round
them. They also catch them withnetz. The birds they generally
catch are peafowl, partridges, rock-quail, and parrots. The gnail are
tanght to fight and the parrots to speak. 'The Haranpdrdhis catch
deer by throwing large nets over them or disabling them with sticks.
They sell the young deer and the skins of the old ones. Some
carry matchlocks, swords, and spears, and buwnt large game. They
are also gang-robbers.  When in towns and villages selling game
they try to find a suitable place for a robbery. They commit bur-
glaries, rob fields, and steal when the chance offers.  The Korchers,
besides hunting aund robbing, work as basket-makers. They eat
deer, fowls, goats, sheep, haves, hogs, peacocks, partridges, and guails,
and almogt all feathered game, but not cows, bnffaloes, horses, asses,
rats, cats, monkeys, nilgdis, porcupines, lizards, or serpents. They
drink liquor and smoke tobacco and hemp-flower. They wear a
loineloth, & headscarf, and a bodycloth. The women wear the
robe and bodice, glass bangles, and brass carrings. They live in
bamboo huis seven feet by four and five feet high with walls and
slanting roofs of straw matting which they roll up and carry off in
a few minutes. In the fair season they generally live near hills in
clusters of abons a dozen huts, When overtaken by rain they take
shelter in the nearcst vilage., On the fifth day after the birth of a.
child the goddess Satvdi is worshipped and a feast is given to the
caste to satisfy the goddess. A Deshasth Brahman gives the child
a name. If the child is a boy the mother should keep the house fov
threo and if it is a girl for two months. In practice the confinement
seldom lasts for more than a month. At the end of the threa
months in the case of a boy or of the two months in the case of &
girl & feast is given to the caste. Until this feasi is given the
mother is considered impure aund is not allowed to join in any
ceremony such as a marriage.  On the day the child is named a
feast is held. 'I'he child is laid in its mother’s lap, songs are
sung, and the child is named by a Deshasth Brdhman and sugar
is handed to the guests, They marry their girls af any age. The
boy’s father has to give the girl’s father £4 (Rs.40) in cash. Tt
his father canuot pay the amount the bridegroom bas to serve in his
father-in-law’s house for a stated period, Their marriages are
performed by Doshasth Brahmans and the festivities last for two
or three davs aceording to the parents’ means. On the first day
the boy and girl arve rubboed with turmeric and a dinver is given m
honour of the family gods. On ihe second day the pair are seated
ou & blanket, tho priest ropeats verses and at the end throws grains
of rice over their heads and they ars husband and wife. They ave
taken to bow before the village god and a feast is given by both
the fathers, They bury the dead and mourn twelve days and end
with a caste feast. They allow widow marviage. Their chief objects
of worship are Takshmi, Durgava, and Dydmava,  They vespect
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Brihmans. They do not go on pilgrimage and have no spiritual
head. They have a caste organization and decide social disputes ab
meetings of the castemen. ‘they do not send their beys to school
or take to mew pursuits.  Thoy are a poverty-stricken class, withan
uncertain and poorly paid calling. They are generally dressed in
rags and sre somebimes serimped for food.

Vadars, or Dicosrs, are a wandering tribe, returned as nomber-
ing 197 and as found over the whole distriet,  They are divided into
Bhoj-Vadars who hold aloof from the rest, Kal-Vadars, Man-Vadars,
and Bhandi-Vadars who eat fogether and intermarry, 'They are
dark with regular features, high noses, thin lips, and long necks, and
are strongly made. They speak a mixture of Telugu and Kdnarese.
The men are hardworking bnt thriftless and given to drink, and
thelr wives are hardworking aud well-bebaved,  Bhoj-Vadars pre-
pare and sell charcoal and cement. Kal-Yadars are stone-cutters;
Man-Vadars are diggers, and Bhandi-Vadars are carbmen. They also
prepare corn handmills.  They rear asses, sell pickaxes and shovels,
and build mud walls. Formerly all were plunderers, robbing both
by day sud night.  Bhoj-Vadars live in small thatched houses,
and the other divisions live in bamboo and wat huts about three and
halt fect high, three broad, and six or seven feet long. They
keep buffuloes, asses, and fowls, and, except bect, eat all animal food
inclnding serpents and rais.  They drink liguor and their staple
food is Indian millet and vegetables. They dress like low-caste
Hindag, the men in a turban, a palr of breeches reaching the
knee, and a blanket or walsteloth ; the women wear a robe withont
a bodice. On the fitth day after the birth of a child Vadars
feast raarried women and name the child on the night of the
eleventh. They do not cousult astrologers for lucky days or
for a name. They marry their children on Monday afterncon at
any time either before or after they are of age, though it is
considered wrong to put off a gir’s marriage until she comes of
age. A feast to the caste scals the marriage contract. When the
boy and the girl are to be wedded the boy is scated on a blanket
on open ground in front of the girl’s honse, and two picces of
termeric root along with betel leaves are wrapped in a cloth and
tied to the right wrist of both the boy and the girl  The girl
wears a glass bangle on her left wrist, and the boy ties a black bead
necklace reund her neck with a piece of white thread. Friends
and relatious throw rice on the couple’s heads, and they arve husband
and wife, On the next day they ave thrice rubbed with tarmeric and
the marriage ecremony is over. The whole costs 10s. fo £2 (Rs. 5-20).
Hxcept very old persons the Vadars bury the dead. The death
ceremony  generally costs 4s. to 10s. {Rs.2-5).  They worship
Venkatraman, Yellamma, and Mdrnti, but do not employ Brihmans
to officiate 2t their hounses. The headmen of the Bhojs, who are
termed shefis and mahinedis are of the Tamil caste. The social
disputes of the other subdivisions are decided by elderly persons at
a meeting of the castemen, The Vadars do nof send their boys to
school, but are fairly off, not serimped for food or clothing and freo
from debt.
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Beggars include fourteen classes with a strength of 2500 or
6:31 per cent of the Hindn population. The foﬂowmo* staterent
gives the deiails :
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Ba'gdig, with a strength of twelve, are found in Belgaum only.
They are wandering beggars who occasionally come into the district
from Kolhdpur. They bave no subdivisions, and families bearing
the same surname cannob Intermarry. Their home speech 1s
Mardthi., The men wear the top-knot and mousiache, and the women
tie their hair in a knot behind the head. They are black, lively,
and well-featnred and look like Xolis,  They live in thatched hats, -
and their staple food is Indian millet, fish, and vegctables. 'They
eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic fowls. They
drink country liguor and smoke tobacco. The men wear a lomcloth,

shouldudoth, and a headscarf.  The women have no bodice, and

wear the robe withont passing the cnd back between the foet.
" They mark k ther brows with red-powder, m,u woar the lucky-

necklace or mangalsulra and glass bangles. They are nuthor neab
nor elean in their dress and get ther clothes by becging. They aro

dirty and lazy, buisober and even- tempered. T hoy ave beggars and
fishers holding a low social position. L\ hey worship the usual local
and Brahman gods, and vegard Mhasoba as their family deity.  They

have no priests, but respect Brabmans and call them to conduct their
birth, marviage, and death ceremonies. AThey keep the regular
Hinda hohidays, but do not fast or go on pﬂwunmwe They believo
in ghosts and spirits.  On {he fifth day alter the birth of a child,
they perforn the pdeled, and on the twellth day name the child
and give a feast to the castemon. The marriage coremony lasts for
two days. Onthe first day the bey and girl are rabbed with
tarmeric and oil.  On the sccond da.\ 2 E%I‘thua,n repeats verses or
mantras, holding a cloth betweon tho boy and girl, and throws rice
over their oads.  The coremony ends mth n feast. They practise
polygamy and allow widow marriage. They bury their dead, and give
a feast to bheir castemon on tho thivteenth day. They arve boand
together as & body and their headman or mehfar scttles their social
disputes by fining offenders one or two shillings (8 gs -Re. 1), They

" are a poor people.

Bha'ts arc returned as numbering seventy an d as found over the
whole district. They were probably wttlul in the cmqu before the
introduction of Muhammadan rule.  They are divided into Maratha
or Brahman Bhats and Thakar or Joshi Bhits. The Brahmeaen Bhiss
always repeat the name Brakmae before beginning to sing ; the Joshi
Bhats foretell the future. They neither cat togul o nor intermarry.
They look snd speak like Kunbis. They are wandering bﬂggar
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having no honsges and hving in temples or inns.  They sometimes
have horses, cows, dogs, and fowls, Their staple food s vice,
Indian milict bread, pulse, and vegetables.  They do not give caste
dinners, bnt during marringes they give cach guest about a guarter
of 2 pound of uncooked rice or wheat, palse, and coarse sugar, They
eat fish, craby, mutton, {owls, wild game, pigeons, and partridges.
They are great drinkers, being specially fond of palm-juice.  They
get their elothes by begeing,  They smoke tobacco and hemp-
flowers or gdnja. The wen go begging and singing from six in the
merning to one, In the evening they go lshing, staying away fill
the carly morning. They ars not arcligious people.  They worship
the ordinary village gods, but their favourite deity is Mdveti.  In
their houses are nmages of Sidoba and Maydrint. Their pricsis
arc Brihmans, whose help they secck only at marviages.  They
do not fast but kecp the usual Hindu holidays. Bhidts believe in
sorcery, witcheraft, soothsaying, and lacky and unlucky days. They
consult Brabmans whencever they ave in dificulty. A fow days after
child-birth they go into the bushiands and offer a goab to the
goddess Mulkiayi. Their only customs arc at marriages and they
arc the same as Konbi customs. They have no caste council and
leave social and religions dispuies Lo be settled by their teacher or
guru. The Bbats do not send their boys to school. They are a
steady people..

Dandig Da'sarus, with a strength of eight, are {found enly.

in Chikodi. They came into sho district from Madras, They have
no subdivisions and familics bearing the same surname do not
intermarry.  Their home speech is Telugn and they look like
Désaras.  They live in small houses with walls of mud and tiled
roofs. Thoy do not rear any uscful or pet animals. Their houses
arve neab and clean.  Their cvery-day food is rice, Indian millet bread,
and vegetables. They give feasts on marriage occasions, cat fish,
and tho flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic fowls. They drink liquor
and smoke tobacco. They dress ke the Ddsarus. The only
difference between the Désarus and the Dandig Désarns is that the
former are Shaivs and the latter Vaishunavs,

Da'sarus, apparently the servants or dis of the god Mdruti, are
wandering begears, returncd as numbering 574, They are found
throughout the districs, but chiefly in Gokdk wnd Athni  They
appear to belong both to the Telugu and the Karnitak stock, bub
there is nothing to show when and from wheve they came into the
district.  Their head-quarters are ab Bijapur where they live during
the rains.  They are divided into Telangi Dasarus, Karnitak
Disarus, Vala Désarug, and Holdr or Mhar Disarus. None of theso
classcs either cat together or infermarry. The men ave of middle
size and dark, with a quick lively leok; and the women are strong
and muscular. The Telang Dibsarus speal  Telugu and the
Karnitak and other Ddsarns speauk Kdnarese. The Dasarus are
quict, hospitable, and sober, but idle and thriftless. They arc
wandering beggars, singers, and musicians, the Kardtak Disarus
in addition performing plays and wllowing their wives to act as
courtezans. Before starting to beg they pray to Mdrut and Vishuo

Chapter IIL
Population.

BraaaRs.
Bhdts.

Dandiy Ddsarus.

Ddsartis.



Chapter ITII.
Population.

BEGGARS,
Ddsarus,

Dawris.

[Bombay Gazetteer,
180 DISTRICTS.

for a bagful of grain. The Telang Ddsarus, who are also called
Vakalgerns, carry a lamp at tho end of a Jong pole and rest a gong
and a conch-shell on their right shoulder. They beg on Saturdays only.
Among the Hindns of the district when one of a family is sick, 16 1s
common to vow that if he rccover a number of Désarns will be
feasted. This is done beeanse they are believed to be favourites of
Maruti, one of the chiel loesl gods.  Kxeepting a few in Belgaum
and other towus, who live in small honses, Ddsarus have no
dwellings.  They eat Indian millet bread, rice, vegetables, fish, and
flesh, and drink lqoor. The men dress like Kunbis and the women
tike dancing-girls braiding the hair and tying it in a knol behind
the lLiead as if resting on the neck. They are clean and neat In
their dress, wear rich robes wiih broad silk borders, sometimes
with gold onds, drawing one end over the head and bringing the
lower end back between the feet. They wear a tight bodice of fine
cotton or silk ecloth and mark their cyebrows with red-powder or
Lunku. They wear a profusion of gold and silver crnaments and
like daneing-girls are fond of show and pleasure. Karndtak and
Valu Désaras invest their song with the sacred thread hetwoen the
age of ninc and twelve. Al allow widow marriage.  When a Telang
Dasaru dies a conch-shell and discus are tied to his arm, and again
unticd when he is buried. They are kept in some safe place and
brought ont for worship on the fifth day by the chiel mourner. . If
they are lost the person responsible for them is pub onb of caste.

The Dasarns worship Vishan, Bdigji, and Maruti. The Tclang and

Kornatak Ddsarus employ Deshasth Brdhmans to perform their
thread-girding, marriage, and other eercmonics. The Valn Disarus
perform them themselves and act as priests to the Holdrs.  Fxcept
the Karratak Dasarus who have a headman, they settie social disputes
in accordancc with the opivion of the majority of the castemen.
The Telang and Valu Disarus send their boys te school for a
short time.  Those Désarus who know how to sing and dance and
whose Women ach as courbezans are in casy circumstances. The rest
arc poor, living {rom hkand to mounth.

Davris, or Drusenes, ave returned as numbering 105 and as
found throughout the district, especially in large towns. They have
no subdivisions. They look like Mardthds and those at Belganm,
Chédndgad, and Khandpur speak Mardthi; the Davris of other parts
of the district speak Kénarese. They generally livein thatched huts.
The men wear a small close-fitting turban, breeches or a waisteloth,
and o few of them a coat. Women wear s robe and hodice.
Their staple food is millet, pulse, and sometimes rice. They cat fish
and flesh, and drink lguor. They are idle and dirty and beg by
beating the drum ealled duwr. The women retail wooden combs,
needles, and DLeads, They generally buy from the carpenters on
credit and pay them when the combs are sold. On the fifth day
after a birth the goddess Satviiis worshipped, and on the thirteenth
the child is laid in a cradle and named, friends and relations being
presented with cooked gram and millel.  When the child is twelve
years old the lobes of iis ears are bored, and the teacher or guru
with his own hands puts inte the holes a paiv of light silver rings worth
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about 3d.(2 as.). Before n marringe the bodies of the boy and girl
are rabbed with turmerie, the god Keddvling and the goddess Amba
Bhavani are worshipped, and verses arc repeated and rice is thrown
over the heads of the couple by the Brdhman priest who is generally
a Deshasth. They bury theirdead.  On the third day after a death
the mourner lays cooked rice mixed with milk on the grave, and
when it has been toucked by a crow, rctarns home, If no crow
comes he makes an carthen crow and tonches the rice with its beak.
On the twelfth day the fnneral coremonics end with a dinner to caste-
fellows. Though pot a religious people the Duvris keep a small metal
mmage of Keddrling in their hounse and worship it every Sunday
mormng. They sacrifice no animal to Keddrling, but sometimes vow
to make a pilgrimage to Kolhdpur or to feast his begging devotees.
Their omblems are small metal bells and a basket-shaped pot. Vows
are made in ovder to get children or to be curved from sickness.
The Davris do not act ag soreerers.  They are bound together as a
body and their social disputes are scttled by mass moetings of the
caste.  They do not send their boys to scheol, and shill suffer from
the decline in alms-giving which followed the faminc distress,
Grondhlis are returned as numbering 370 and as found only ina
few villages and towns throughout the district. They scem to have
entercd the district from the Bombay Decean. They have no sub-
divisions. They look like Mardthas, being dark and strong, with
high noses and thin lips. Their home tongue is Maraihi. Most
ot them live in houscs with thatched roofs. They eat fish and flesh,
and drink lquor, They dress like Marsthss, bat the men beg and
dunce the gondhal in pocaliar long coats which reach to the feot.
They wear shell-necklaces and caps stuck over with shells.  The
gondhal dance is performed among Marditha Bréhmans in honour
of the goddess Bhavéni on the ogoasion of a thread-cercmony,
@ marriage, or in the seventh month of a woman’s first preguancy.
Among other Hindus the dance is performed only at the time of
marriage, either before or after the cercmony. The dance always
takes place at night. In the evening, in the women’s ball, the
dancers spread on a high wooden stool a piece of new black bodice-
cloth, about two feet three fnches long and a foot and & half broad.
On this cloth thirty-sis pinches of rice grains are laid and sprinkled
with turmeric and red-powder. On the rice is set a copper water-
pot ov tdmbya filled with mixed milk and water, and the month is
covered with betcl leaves and a cocoannt. On the high wooden
stool in front of the pot are laid five betclunts and an equal
nmumber of plantains, dates, and lemons, and, with the help of the
chief Goudhli, the male head of the family worships the pot as the
goddess Tulja Bhavini. The five dancers then light five forches,
and set them in the hands of fiye men of the family, and the torch-
bearers march five times vound the goddess repealing the word
Amba Bhavdini.  The head Gondhli vow approaches and takes his
stand in front of the high wooden stool, three of his company stand
behind him with musjcal instruments, and the fifth generally stands
to the right of the headman with the lighted torch in his band.
On both sides of the head dancer men and women look on, seated on
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carpets and mats. Then the head Goudhli beging to dance, to sing
in praisc of th 16 @ ooddess, ab times C;‘L‘cap;,mrr to cxplain the ncauving
of the songs. This lagts ﬂ‘o wholo night and s not over til day—
break, At the cnd of the dance: 11"11u£.d lamp 18 waved round tho
eoddess.  The dancers are paid about s, (e 1) and retive. Tho
only ceremonics which the Gondhlis are sad to pu*furm are the
putting on of thﬂ shell ncdclac and marciage. The shell-necklace
s pub round the novice’s nock at o meeting of the castemen,
who after t flO ceremony 18 over rotire with a handinl of sugar and -
packeds of botelont and leaves.  Their moarmage ceremony lasts for
three dags.  On thoe first day thoy feast the caste in honour of the
family gods.  On the second day the boy and girl arc seated face to
face on two low wooden stools.  Murringe vorsos ave repeaibd by
Brihman priests, and geaing of rice are thrown over their heads.
The guosts are offered packets of beielnvt and leaves and retive.
The marriage ceremony onds with a feast on the third day.  "They
generally lﬂ.dl‘i‘y their children before they come of age. They
practise p\);-odmy, but polyandry is unkaown and w1d0w MAarriage
13 forbidden.  Besides bou’o ing, a fow work as hosbandmen. Their
priesis are Deshasth Brahmans.,  Their fami ly-goddoesges are Amba
Bhavdani and Tulja Bhavéal in hononr of whom they fast on Tuesdays
and Pridays, They are bound together as a hody and settle social
disputes according to the opinion ut the majority of the castemen.
A few send their bovs to school. They are a poor people, hardly
carning cnough to live on.

Grosavis are reburncd ag numbering 904 and as found all
over the district cxcept in Parasgad and Gokdk. They are
divided into NAth Gosdvis, Davrl Gosavig, and Bdalsantoshis. The
Nath Gosdviz are considered higher than the ofthers sand neither
cat mor marry with them.  The Davris and Bdlsantoshis eat
togethor and ntermarry. They have no family stocks or golbras.
'Ihey spealc Marathi in their homes, and, @M‘(\pﬁ that they wear
rings in their ears, they look like Kunbis. The commonest names
among men are Ambarndbh, Appandth, Kirnath, and Rémndth;
and among women, Bali, Sanii, and Tuki. They are middle-
sized, strong, muscnlar, and long-lived. They are dark with
clever faces, small cyes, 1‘&‘('111 T chLtlllf_“:, high nose, thin lips, and
high cheek bones. They h‘\fe in housas with mud wfﬂlr, and filed
1'001%, generally untidy and  with very little frnrniture.  Most
farmihes have a couple of bullocks or cows ag well as sheep, goats,
and fowls. Their every-day food Is Indian millet, rice, palse, and
vegetables.  But when they can afford it they eat fish, erabs, and
the flesh of goats, shicep, hare, wild hog, game birds, and dowestic
fowls. Omn holidays and wbeunever else they can aflord if, they
drink both country and Huropean hiquor, but not to excess. They
smoke tobaceo and hemp-flowers or gdnja and do not eat opinm,
Before heginning o eat they offer food to their family god Jotiba,
swho is also cahed Bahin and Keddrling. Caste feasts are given
in honour of marriages and deaths. When they start beoomg
the wmen wear oo hre- coloured clothes, a wallel hunging from
the leff arm, and a pale-colonrved gourd in tho vight h;ud With
this cxceplion neither men nor women differ in di(ﬁ‘-\ from Kunbis.
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They arc thriity, evt-en—tf,m‘)@‘i’ul hardworking, and orderly, "lhey
live chiefly by begging. The Naths, bestdes bogeing, cullivate, and
a fow lend money. All the Balsantoshis live by begging, while
among the Davms there are hushandmen and traders as well as
beggars. The traders sell thread and needles, glass beads, combs,
stoneware, metalware, looking-glasses buttovs and boxes. The
women heTp n the fieldy, beg, and sell %nmll wares on market days,
sqnatiing by the road dﬁ"d %pr“a(i*iw their goods hefore them on
pieces of blanket. They also work as day dahourers.  Childzen of
twelve years and n}m(uds help their parents.  The Davris buy
their wares from Mérwidr Vén shopkeepers in lavge towns and
cittes, and hawk them from wvillage to village. 1‘h<,11' work is
constant and their ealling hereditary. Very few are well-to-do ;
some arc fairly off and some are in debt. Many borrow to mect
marriage aud obher spocial expenses for which they have to pay
about six per ceni a monill  They are a rcligious people.  Therr
family god is Jotiba who s called Kmi irling or Bhairavndth. His
chief Eemplom i Babtisral near Pandharpur.  They worship the wod
Jotiba daily with flowers, rice, and sandal-powder.  They offer him
sngar every day wnd mutton on Dasare Day i October. His image Is
a bmqq, mivw, or gold mask with four arms.  They respect T;}_dh]‘n‘\dnq
and call them to (LH their coremonios except to the eamr-boring, fo
which they eall their teacher or guru.  They worship the ordinar v
Brahman gods but have the greatess rospeet for Shiv. They keep
the regular Hindu holidays.  They donot make pigrimages.  They
have a spiriboal teacher or gurn who belongs to the Dorivike scetb
of Gosdvis. Ile bores tho cars of their wale children and they pay
him 2s. 6d. (Ls.1}). He s succeeded by onc of his disciples and
makes no attempt to gain new followers. They believe in sorcery,
witchoraft, and %onthsu}ﬂ]u The soothsayers ave Brdhmaus, Joshis,
and mehs. Theiv chicl corcmonies are tho worship of the
goddess ‘ﬂtu on fthe fi uh day after a child-birth, when rice and
hsh are presented and a fenst is given to the oaste people.  On the
twelfth day the child s named.  When the boy 18 twelve yoors old
his car is slit and he puts on the begging garb and is cligible for
marriage.  The ceremonyis pemormbd by their feachor. He plants
a trideut 1n the ground and aficr worshipping it and offering it
cocoanut, plantams, sagat, beiel leaves and nuts, and dates, pierces
with a ncgdle the lobes of the young disciple’s car and putt; allver or
gold rings inte the holes. Aowallet with a pot in it s tied to his
Teft arm m}d_ ithe teacher enjoing ham henceforth to live selely by
begging. He starts on his new calling, gathering Plantaing and
dates from the gucsts. The coremcmv ends with a dinner to
castemcn, On betrothal, the father of *h(' boy invitos the girl’s
father and their _‘hmnm to a dinner. Suear and lJﬁ,tclmu}s are
handed, and the girl’s father i p]'c‘%cnt(;d with £3 (Hs.30) which
18 called dej.  Om o lacky (id;j' ’dno female relations carry turmerie
to the girl’s house and ruly her with it. Then the women of the
girl’s [amily bring turmeric and rub it on the boy’s body, who
mth a par-tv of Lxs relafions goes to the girl’s house where the
marriage is solemmnised, and s feast is hold. When a gl reaches
womanhood the phuishoahcn or lap-filling ceremony takes place.
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When a person diss his body 18 washed with warm water, covered
with 2 new white cloth, and carried to be buried. On the third
day after death the hearers are feasted, and on the cleventh the
mourping ceascs and the mourners are Uunhud by drinking the five
products of the cow. On the swelfth day » goat or two are
sacrificed, and the da,y ends with a feast On the morning of
the thirteenth day $he ceremenies end by presenting a pipe of
tobacco to friends, relations, and ’L%*Llc,llow.'. There has not been
any recent Lh:mg'o i their custows.  Child marriage, widow
marriage, and polygamy are allowed. Social digpates are settled
by the votes of the majority of the men of the caste, thongh of
late the power of the majority 18 said to have declined, Thby do
not send their boys to school neither do they take to new pursuits.
They are a poor class.

Joshis are returned as numbering thirty and as found chiefly
in Khdndpnr and Belgaum. They are divided into Marathds
and Kidbides. 'They eat together and intermarry. In appearance
they resemble well-fo-do Kunbis, being neither very fair nor very
dark, They are noi strongly mrylg “but have regunlar features.
Their homo tongue 18 Mavdthi. Their dress consists U'F o long coat,
a waistcloth, and a turban.  They eat flash of all kinds Cxcepf beof
hat arc not allowed to drink Hquor. They are persistent b“cm'n‘%
butb refuse all regular work. They object to be classed as heogar.
and say that as astrologers they have a claim on the pubiic alms.
They arc neat, sober, and even-tempered, and hospitable to their
eastefellows whom they never send away empiy-handed. They
wander In gangs of ten o twenty with their wives and children

and return to their head-quarters after tours varying from six to
nine months. They call thomselves Joshis or astrologers bocause
they foretell events. They beg from door to door in the Mornings
from six or seven to twelve,  Ihach has a small deom called bud-
budki whick be beats m front of a house and offers to tell what has
happened fo the family and what is m store for it. In answer to
questions be tells how the head of the house had once a narrow
escape, and that ancther misfortone hangs over his hoad and will
fall on him unless he walks a certain number of times round the
god Mdruti, or keeps a lamp 1n the temple lighted for a certain
number of days, or pours oil over the god. In return for this
advice the people of the house give him money or clothes, Joshis
generally carry a set of smali square pictures of a fulsi pot,
Mahddev and Parvati, Maruti and Rdmehandra, as good omens ; and
of an eclipse, a tiger, or asnake, as bad omens. Their puems are
Bhats. They do not employ brahnnns ab any of their cercmonies.
Their family gods are Weddreshvar and Sidoba; and their chief
hohd%yb arc Shivardtra in Pu‘)mmy, N{Lgprmc?fam?, ma Aungust,
Dasora in October, and Diwvali n November. They seldom go on
Pl]("rlmftge. They believe in divination and boothcs‘lynm' They
are sald not to practisc witcheratt and to have no faith in the evil
eye. They behieve Tuesday and Friday arve lucky days and the vest
unlucky Marriage 18 their only ceremony. The members of the
caste meet and the Bhats throw rice on the boy’s and girl’s heads
and the ceremony ends with a dinner. They allow widow marriage.
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Their funeral ceremonies are performed by themselves without the
help of priests. They bury the dead except lepers whom they burn.
They have a headman whe 1s chosen by the votes of the castemen
from the leading elders of the community. e softles their social
disputes with the help of the castemen. He also directs their
begging excursions, and, in case any of them noglects his orders, he
fines them 4s. 10 65, (Re.2-3). A few send their boys {0 school but
only for a short time to learn to read Marvdthi. They are a falling
people.

Kanpha'tes or Suirt-garcy Jools are returned as numbering
seventy and as found in Chikodi. They have ne subdivisions, speak
Marithi, and look like Kunbis. Some of them marey and others
remain single. They Jive in temples or inns and rear bulfaloes
and dogs. They eat nsh and the flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic
fowle, They drink lignor and smoke tobacco and  hemp-flower,
and eat opium., Their staple food 18 rice, Indian millet bread, and
vegetables.  They wear a brick-coloured dress including a loin-
cloth, a cap, a blanket, und a waistcloth, From their leff arm
h(-llnc"f; a wallet, and when they go begging thoy carry a trident or
trishul in the right hand a,nd a p'ﬂo colonred gourd in the left.
The ornaments worn by men are a silver chain called gop, silver
armlets called kadis, and the wooden or ivo: ‘v earrings, which are
the distinguishing mark of the sect. The women wear a short-
sleeved bodice and a robe or lugude, whose skirt-corner they do not
pass back between the feet.  Ornaments include a gold nosering,
a necklace of glass and metal beads with a small central gold brooch
or galsari, and three soris of carrmgs called bugdis, bilis, and
kips. A woman whose husband is alive marks her brow with red-
powder or kunku and wears glass bangles and the lucky necklace
or mangalsutra. They are neat, clean, “and well- behaved, but lazy.
Both men and women beg from door to door. Some of thom are
hnshandmen, either over-holders or under-holders, but none of
them arc skillul cultivators. Their women help them in sowing
and weeding., Their house god is Goralkhndth, and they respoct
Briahmans and call them fo their marriage and death ceremonies.
They worship the ordinary Brahmanic gods and keep the regular
Hindn holidays., They make pl]f“rll’il’LO'CS to DBenares, Praydg or
Allahabad, Rémeshyar, and Gokarn in Kdnara. l‘Ley believe 1n
witeheratt and in hmky and unlucky days. Ther customs do not
differ from those of Gosdvis. They are bound tegether as a body
and settle their social dispubes at meetings of the castcmen. They
arc a steady clags.

Killiketars or Karanvs are a class of catile-keepers and picture-
showmen. They arc returned as numbcering 108 and s found in
Sampgaon, Chikodi, Parasgad, Gokik, and Athni. They are much
like Mardthds and seem to have come from the north, cither from
Kolhdpur or Satdra. They have no subdivisions. The men wear
a top-knot about threc mnches long, whiskers, and moustache. The
women comb their hair onee g fortnwht and tie it in a knot on the
back of the head. They do not deck it with flowers nor do they use
false hair. Their home tongue is Mardithi, They generally live outside
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of the village in huts, Yvery family owns a dog, two to four buffaloes,
two or threc cows, and four or five goats, Their daily food 1is
Indian milles. They eat fish and the Hlesh of sheep, goats, hares,
and domestic fowls, The women do not drink, and the men are
temperate in thoir use of Hquor, drinking only on special occasions,
at marrtages, on holidays, and when they entertain guests, The
men smoke tobacco. They dress like Marathis, lhcy are clean,
neab, honest, thrifiy, and quict. Their chief vecupation is showing
plcture&-, of the Pindave and Kauravs, and other heroes. The
pictures are deawn on deer sking and cost 3d. %o 6d. (2 -4 as.).
They always show them at night. One of the men sits behind a
curtain with a lighted torch and shows from one to two hundred
pictures. Another man sits ontside and explains. The women beat
a drom. The show lasts five to seven hours begirning about
nine or teit at night. The wvillagers club together and pay them
about 4s. (R«.2), half in cash and half in grain and oil. At harvest
time they go from village to willage collectmg grain which the
husbandmen give them m charity. Their wowmen are expert tattooers
and are paid in grain and old clothes. They tattoo women of all
castes. The figures are traced with ink beforo they are pricked
into the skin. The fignres which they gbneraﬂy tatteo arc adinc
with a crescent above 1t and a small civele below, called chandram
or wmoon, and generally tattooed on the brows of Briahman
women ; The head ornament or muitin botte, a lne with an
ornament of eight pearls a cenfral pearl aud seven round i
above the line and a small eircle below the ling, tattoocd on the
forehead of women of all castes except Brahmans ; A pair of plain
or ornamental brackets called in Kdnarese kannu suge or outer
eve-corners, and worn by all women except Brahmans at the outer
corners of the eves ; A slender oval mark called the wheat gram or
godlkdl worn by Rajput women on the left side of the nose ; A circle
about the size of a pea called nasal worn by Dombéri women between
the eyes and by women of other casics on the check or chin; Stitechn
padar or Sita’s fringe, a hne like four teeth of a saw, worn on fthe
arm. Besides these emblems figures of the fulsi plant or sacred
hasil, and of the incense tree sura-honne or Boswellia thurifera are
worn on the forearm. Lotuscs, snakes, and scorpions are tattoocd
on the back of the hand and small spots are worn cven on the
backs of the fingors. Shri Rdm, Shri Rim Jay Rim, Jay Jay Ram,
and othor names of honschold or favourite gods are tattoced on the
forcarms of Bréhman women.

They are & religious people, and daily worship thewr box of
pictures.  Their family deitics are Yellamma, Mayava, and Bhaire.
They have no priests, but they keep all the chief Hindu holidays.
They keep no tasts, make no pilgrimages, and do not believe iu
witcheraft or soothsaying., They worship the goddess Satvail on
the fifth day after the “hirth of a child and name thc child on the
eleventh. 'lhe; marry their girls at the age of four or five and
their boys between ten and twelve.,  The boy’s father hag to go in
search of a wife for his son. When a suitable match is foand the
marriage is settled, and the boy, his parents, friends, and relatives go
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to the girl’s village. When they have reached the village boundary
a cocoanut is broken, and about fivg in the evening the boy and his
party ave taken into the village and feasted. Next morning the
boy and girl are rubled with tnrmeric and oil and they are made
to stand face to face, tho girl looking cast and the boy wesh, A
curtain 1z held between them for a fow moments and then dropped.
The boy tiesa string of black and green beads round the girl’s neck.
The givl tics a picce of turmeric root with & cotbon thread round the
boy’s right wrist and the boy in return ties another wristlet of
turmeric root round her wrist. A few graius of red rice ave handed
to the guests who throw thern on the heads of both the boy and
girl shonting Shdm Dhine, a corruption of the Brdhman sdvadhdn
or Take care, On the socond or third day, the boy and his party walk
with the girl o the boy’s villnge, and the marriage is over. When a
girl comes of age she is congidered impure and is not allowed fo
touch any one. This rule is observed only on the occasion of the
first monthly sickness. They allow widow marriage and polygamy.
They bury their dead. They do not send their boys to school.
Though a poor class they arc almost never in debt.

Oshtams, with a strength of ninety, are scattered over the distriet
except in Belgaum and Athni. They have como into the district
from Madras. Their home speech is Telugu. “they have no sub-
divisions. They Jook like Kuanbis, speak Mardthi out of doors, and live
in small but neat and clean houses with mud walls and tiled roofs.
Their every-day food is Indian millet and vegetabies. They eat figh,
and the flesh of sheep, goats, and poultry.  They drink both couniry
and foreign Liguor and smoke tobacco. They get their clothes by
begging. They respeet Brahmans and call them to their birth,
marriage, and death ceremonios, They worship the ordinary
‘Bréahman gods and hold Mdruti in special respect. Tn their honses
are images of Méruti and Venkoba. They keep the nsval Hinda
helidays. They bave no teacher or guru. They believe in sorcery
and witcheraft.  Their customs do not differ from those of Mudhars.
They allew widow marriage and bury their dead.  They are bound
together as a body and seitle social disputes according fo the
opinjon of the majority of the men. They do notsend their beys to
schocl and as a class are badly off.

Picha'tis, with a strength of 105, are found in Chikodi and
Athni.  They have no subdivisions and familics bearing the same
surname eannot intermarry. They look like Kuanbis and speak
Mardthi. Thkey live in thatched hnts and keep mno animals,  Their
staple food is Indisn millet or adehni bread and vegetables, They
eat fish and the flesh of sheep, goats, and domestic fowls, whenever
they can afford it. They drink counntry liguor and smoke tobacco.
The men wear the waistcloth, shouldercloth, sud turban; and the
women a robe whose lower end they do mot pass back between the
feet. They get their clothes by begging. Both men and women heg,
and in addition the women sew quilts. They worship the ordinary
local and Brdhmanic gods, and their chicf house goddesses are
Ambabdl and Satvai. Thoir priests are the ordinary Maratha
Brahmans, whom they rospect and call 0 their births, marmiages,
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and deaths.  Thoy obgerve the regular Hindu holidays. They
believe in lacky and unlucky days, » numbor% sights, and events. On
the fifth day after the birth of a child, they worship the goddess
Phchvi and name the ¢hild on tho twelfth. The wmarriage lasts
one day, when the boy and girl are rubbed at their houses with
o1l and turmeric and the marmage ceremony 1s performed in the
presence of caste people. If ?}my are able, the parents give a
teast. They bury the dead. Widow mu u*ufxgeis allowed. They
setile social dispotes acecording to the opmion of the majority of
the castemen,  They are vory peor.

Pingles, who foretell events by the help of the pingle or little
spotted owl, are returned as numbering forty and asfonnd in Belgaum,
Khéngpur, and Parasgad. They say they camoe into the district
from Kolhapur about sixty years ago. They rank helow Mardthds.
They have no subdivisions, and their surnames arc Garud, Méne,
and Shingdn.  Families bparmw the same surname cannot imtermarry.
Their homo speech 18 Marithi and they look like Kunbis. They
live in thaiched huts, and their staple food is Indian millet 5, Tice, and
vegetables ; but ihey do not objeet to eat fish or the flesh of goats,
sheep, or fowls, or to drink Hquor. Al smoke tobacco and some
gmoke homp- Agwers or gebnja.  The men wear a waisteloth, a head-
cloth, a long coat, and a waisbeont, and a silk-bordered shoulder-
cloth.  The women wear a shortslecved boume and a robe or {ugady
whose lower end s not passed back between the fect, They get their
clothes by begging. They are wandering forfune- te]lc.rb; and go
begoing from door to deor,  Their women do nothing buat house-
work.  They worship the ordinary Brahmanic gods and their
family goddess is Margéi to whom they sacrifice a goat once o year
or whenever they can alford it.  They respect Brdhmang and call
them to condnot their marriage and death ceremonies. They keep
the regular Hindw holidays. 'ih{‘y do not fast and have no u,hfrlous
teacher or gurn.  They believe in spirits, ghosts, soothsayine, Iuc-ky
and wnlucky numbers, sights, and cvents. Their customs arve
generally the same as those of Kunbis. They burn the dead, and
allow widow marriage and polygamy. They are bonnd togcether as
a body and settle their socal disputes according to the opinien of
the magortty of the castermen.  They send their boys to schoeol for a
shorb tume, and take to no new pursuits.  They arc a poor elass,

Va'sudevs are found in small numbers over the whole district.
They seem to have come from the Dleccan. 'They have no sub-
divisions. Their surnames are Dharve, Gavli, :'{-cko, and Sdlunke.
They are of middle height and dark, with high nose and thin lips.
The men wear the top- knot, nmushwho, and Whlc,}wrsj b ne beard.
Their home tongue 1s Marithi. They are sober, thritty, even-
tempered, and idle. They are profe sssional l)egqura and go from
one village to another all the year round earrying two metal
cups or m;fs, two  wooden pincers or el Hﬂyu.,s} brass  bells,
jing"ling rings, and a wooden whistle. Ixcept a few who have
sobtled as husbandmen, thoy wander from place to place, halting
in temples and rest- honsos and  carr ying with them no tents,
mats, or other shelter.  Their staple food 1s Indian mulict bread, rice,
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and vegctables, but they cat fish and the flesh of goats, sheep and
fowls, and drink lignor. They dress like Mardthds, bnt when they
go begging they wear along hat adorned with peacock’s feathers and
a brass top, and a long fnil-skirted coat. Their women wear the
bodice and robe passing the end between the fect and rub their
brows with red-powder or kunku. Oun the fifih day after the birth
of a child they worship the goddess Satvii and feust married women
after presenting them with turmeric and red-powder or halad-kunku.
They begin their marriage cercmonics by invoking the aid of the
goddess Bhavani and end them with a gondhal dance. They allow
widow marriage and bwrn thelr dead.  They ave Vaishnavs,
worshipping Vishuu, Vithoba, and Mahdlkali; their house gods
arc Bhairoba, Jotiba, Khandeba, and the goddess Bhavini. They
employ Deshasth Brdhmans at their marriages and when a yonth 1s
invested with his begging robes.  Onthe initiaion day the Brihman
priest dresses the boy in the long hat and coat repeating verses and
marking his brow with sandal. By this he becomes a Vésudev fit
to wear the hat and to beg. The Brahman is given five copper
coing {1} annas) and a packet of betelont and leaves. A feast to
the casicfellows ends the day.  They have no headman.  They refer
disputes to an intelligent member of the caste who decides 1n the
prescnce of the castemen.  They do not send their boys to school
and are a poor people.

Depressed Classes jnclude seven castes with a strength of
68,000 or 859 per cent of the Tindu population.  The details are:

BELoArsr DEPREssen (TLASSES.

t CLass, | Males. ‘TFemales, Total. CLass. | Males. Fomales| Total. I
| ‘ : ' o
Bhangis ... - 64 ‘ 100 ! Lidy .. BO7T L BIT 1024
{halvidis ! 49 | 107 i) Mings <o B0DY G BTOO ! 15,848
Chambbérs ...} 2201 . 21683 - G404 i ; : i
Dhors . SYCEE 5 I A i
Molinrs I 2R 2T 408 . 41,740 i Total ! 32,981 | 35,019 | 68,000
! | | ! . i

Bhangis, or Hala'lkhors, with a strength of 109, are found
i all municipal towns.  Some of them appear to belong to Gujardt,
others. to Upper India especially the neighbourhood of Delhi and
Cavwnpur. "Thirty or thirty-five years ago a fow came into the
district from the native states of Bdngli and Miraj. 'I'he rest have
come within the last five years since more regular conservancy
measures have been taken in the larger towns. They have no
divisions. The men arc tall and cither swarthy or fair; the women
are generally plamp and well-fealured.  Their home tongne is
Hindusténi.  They live in huts with thatched or tiled roofs. They
are greedy eaters; they cat fish and the flesh of goats and sheep
and domestic fowls, and drink liquor. Their staple food is millet, rice,
and pulse. A man wears a waisteloth or trousers, a coat, a head-
scart or rumdl, and cither Bnglish or Murdthi shoes or sandals
tho women wear a robe and bodice and gsometimes a petticoas. The
robe is wound round the waist, the skirt-corner being passed befween
the feet and #ncked behind, They coil their hair behind the head
and sometimes deck it with (lowers.  When at work their clothes are
filthy and ragged, but several among them have a stock of rich
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clothes, They are hardworking, but quarrclsome, dirty, and thriftless.
They are town-sweepors and removers of nightscil.  Their women
and children from the age of thirteen or fourteen lielp in their
callmg. On the fifth day after a birth thoy worship Pédchvi or
the Fifth, and on the twellth name the child distributing cooked
grain and millet to fenale relations and friends.  On the marriage
day the boy and girl are rnbbed with turmerie, the goddess
Amba Bhavant is worshipped, and the gondhal ceremony performed.
They bury their dead,  On the shird day after a death the chief
mournor lays a ball of rice mixed with curds on the grave and does
not leave until it hag been tonched by a crow. If the crows will
not; touch the rice and the mourner is rich he presents a cow to
his priest, if he 15 poor he presents his priests 1s. to 4s. (S as. -
Rs.2).  On the tenth day they feast relations and [riends including
the four bier-bearcrs. They allow widow marriage. They worship
Yellamwa and Brahmadev. They do nof worship the minor
village deities or their ancestors.  The Brahmans who cast horoscopes
and fix lucky names and dates for the Bhangis arc not outcaste or
of any special order. Any Brdhman may act as a Bhangis’ priest.
They de ot observe Hindu fasts, but keep all the nsual festivals,
Bhungis are bound together as a bedy. They settle social disputes
ab mass meetings of the adult male members of the caste. They do
not send their boys to school and are poor.

Chalva’dis, with a strength of 107, arc found in all towns
with a considerable Lingayat population. The Chalvddis have no
subdivisions and no surnames.  1he names of men and women are
the same as those of other Lingdyats. They are dark and like
Mhérs, only that thoy are less sirongly made, Their Lome speech
iz Kdnarese which does not differ from the local Kéanarese. Their
staple food is millet which is eaten either with fur or maswr pulse.
They donot cat fish or Hesh, drink no liguor, and use no drug except
tobacco, Like other Lingdyats the men wear the waisteloth, a white
turban, and somelimes a jacket; and the women a robe and a
bodice. The women sometimes wear silver wristlets or telbandis,
silver or pewter tocrings or joduvis, and silver bracelets and glass
bangles.  Both men and women wear a silver box or chanks which
contains the ling, and rab their foreheads with ashes. The
Chalvadis® chief office iz to carry the ladle and bell in front of
Ling#yat processions. They live by begging, and on money
distributed by Lingdyats on festive or funeral occasions. A Chalvadi
generally has in hig house images of Mahddev in the form of a {ing
and of Basaveshvar in the form of a stone or silver bull or nandi.
They bathe and worship the ling before their morning meal. They
algo voncrate such village deitics as Yellamma, Kariamma, and
Mariamma. Their priests arc Jangams whom they worship, drinking
the water in which the priest’s feet have been washed, 'Their cugtoms
ave like those of the Lingéyats, They neither eat nor associate with
Mhdrs, Social disputes are settled ab meetings of the leading
Lingiyats. Any one who fails to obcy the public decision loses his
office. Thoy do not send their boys to school, but any one holding
the office of Chalvdd is required to read the sacred books and must
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therefore know how to read and write Kénarcse, Beyond this their
children have no schooling. They are a paor class.

Cha'mbha’rs, or Luarins Workers, with a strength of 6454,
are found throughout the district. They are divided into Lingdyat,
Mardthi, and Kounkani Chdawbhirs. Mardthi and Konkani
Chémbhirs eat together and fake food from the Lingdyats, but the
Lingdyats do not eat with them. As rvegards marriage all three
subdivisions arc separatc. They haveno snrnames or family names.
They are fair, regular-featured, and strong. The men genorall y
shave the head cxcept the top-knot. Some of the children have
beautiful faces, reficed and intelligent.  They speak both Kénarcse
and Mardthi. They arc hardworking, cven-tempered, and hospuable,
but thriftless, dirty, and given io drink. They work in lcather, cut
and dye sking, and make bridles, whips, and harness, sandals, shoes,
ropes, and water-bags. They sell their wares either at their houses
or 1n the local markets, and earn aboub 6d. (4 gs.) a day. The
women help by fringing the shees with silk.  Uheir boys begin to
work at twelve to fourfeen and generally earn about 8d. (2 as.) a day.
They buy their leather from Dhors and their silk from weavers.
Except a few of the poorest they have capital enough to buy their
wmaterials without borrowing.  As tent-pitchers, a work which gives
them a good deal of employment in Belganm, they carn 8d. (6 as.)
a day. 'They both keep ready-made leasher articles in stock and
work to order. They are said not 5o mend Jingars’ shoes as they
hold themselves equal to if not higher than them. The Lingdyats
stop work in the atternoon, as they are not allowed to touch leather in
the evening.  Some are cotton-weavers not leather-workers,  Their
houses are poor with tiled or thasched roofs and wattle and danb walls.
They are generally untidy, the ground in front being littered with
pieces of skins. They eat Indian millet bread and ndehni grocl cxeopt
the Lingdyats who neither eat animal food nor drink liquor. They
eat fish and flesh but not carrion or pork, and drink liquor. The
men wear a loincloth and oceagionally a waisteloth and a turban or
headscarf.  They seldom wear coats or wailstcoats but cover their
bodies with a waisteloth.  The women dress in the usnal Kunbi
bodice and robe reaching to the kuce. The men work from carly
morning till noon, when they dine and take a nap and again work
till five after which they go abont tho streets hawking shoes.  The
women mind the house and help the men in making shoes. They
name their children on the thirteenth day alter birth, and cut the
child’s hair for the first time in the third year. Some of them
worship the holy basil and wear the sacred thread., They buary the
dead. The Mardthi or Konkar Chambhirs on the third day after
a funeral make a ball of cooked rice mixed with curds and lay it on
the grave and do not leave till it has been touched by a crow. Rela-
tions as well as the corpse-hearcrs monrn ten days. They worship
the ordinary Hindu gods and keep the usoal fasts and feasts. Some
TLang#yats worship the sweet basil before they take their meals,
They have a community and settle disputes at mectings of the men
of the caste. They do not send their boys to school. They earn
enough to maintain themselvos, and it they werc less unthrifty and
drunken, they would be well-fo-do.

Chapter IIT,
Population.

DupRESSED
Crasses,
Ohdmbldrs.



Chapter III

Population.

DEPRBESSED
CLASEES.

Dhlors.

Holids,

iBombay {azetigar,
192 DISTRICTS.

Dhors, or Taxnurs, with a strength of 1717, are fonnd in small
groups of one or two familics in all the larger villages in the district.
They arc divided into Mardtha, Hindustdni, and Karndtak Dhors who
neither eat iogether nor intermarvry. All sre dark and strong.
The Mardsha Dhors speak Mardthi, the Hindustdam Dhors Hindusténi,
and the Karnatuk Dhors Kdnarese. Iixeept & fow belonging to the
rich, their houses are small, dirty, and untidy, They dress in a loin
and waisteloth and a tarban often i rags ; and thelr women like
Chambhdr women wear a robe falling like a petticoat with the
upper end passed over their shoulder, and 2 bodice. They tie their
hawr in 2 knot behmd and neither deck 1t with flowers nor mix it
with false hair. Their dress 13 of counivy cloth fairly clean, and
most of them have a spare holiday swib. The women wear glass or
if they are weli-to-do silver bangles. Their staple food is Indian
millet, split pulse or pulse-curry, and chilly powder mixed with salt.
Only occasionally can they afford rice. They eat fish and flesh of
all kinds except beef, and drink liquor bub not to excess. They
sacrifice goats on. Dasara Day in Oclober. Their pet dish is goat’s
flesh or ghos. Animals who die a natural death are not considered
fit for food thongh they are occasionally eaten in sceret. Besides
tanning they make water-bags, buckets, drums or dhols, bridles or
lagdms, horse’s moath-bags or fobres, boxes or peldrds, and other
arficles. Some work as day-labourers. Women never. help the
men in their work, but boys begin to be of use after twelve.

. They employ Brahmans at their marriages, reciting verses and

throwing grains of rice over the heads of the bhoy and the girl.
They bmy their dead. A Lingdyab priest or ayye attends and “the
body is carried to the grave. A pit is dug and the body is
sprinkled with ashes by the priest and laid in the pit and earth is
thrown in.  The priest offers a Kanarese prayer asking the

- Almighty %o take the dead to heaven, and claps his hands together

which is supposed to inform the dead that the gates of heaven are
open to him. The mourners strew flowers over the grave, bathe,
and return. A funeral costs 2s fo 4s. (Re. 1-2). On the ninth or
tenth day after a death castemen are feasted at a cost ¢f 8s. to 10s,
(Rs. 4 -5). When the funeral service is properly performed the
Dhorsg think that the dead is highly pleased and acts as their
guardian and intercessor. They worship Mabddev, Khandoba, and
Tulja Bhavéni, and consult oracles. They are religious, and hold
their priests in great esteem. They have no headman and settle
disputes by the arbifration of some of the older members of the
community. They do not send their boys to school. Except a few
who arc well-fo-do the Dhors live from hand to mouth, The
demand for leather articles is of late said to have been very slack,
and the Dhors to have suffered in consequence.

Holia’s, or Mha'rs, with a strength of 41,740, are fonnd
throughout the district. They are divided into Karndtaks, Telangs,
and Mardthas, Thefirst two eat fogether and intermarry but not
with the third. They are generally tall, strong, and dark. They hold
a low position among Hindus, their touch being thought to defile.
The men shave the head except a long tuft on the crown and wear
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whigkers aud mouastache.  The Karndtaks speak Kdnarese, the
Mardthds Marithi, and the Telangs Telugu. They are dirty in
their babits, fairly temperate and thrifty, but revengeful. They are
notable for their want of reverence for Brihmans snd Brahmanic
gods, for the looseness of their movals, and for their worship of evil
spirite. They are village servants, watchmen, houndary markers,
treasure-carriers, escorés, removers of dead animals, drummers,
and bugle and horn blowers. ln large villages they guard the village
door, keop a muster of all persons entering or leaving, ard after
the door 13 locked take the keys to the headman. They also
guard the stackyard during harvest time, attend to travellers in
the name of the village, leiting them know where they can buy
food, and supplying them with grass and firewood. They also
attend Government officials and carry messages. In spite of the
lowness of their caste they have considerable power in the village,
their decision being generally accepted in boundary disputes.
Besides working as village servants they are husbandmen, labourers,
and weavers of coarse cloth. They take service in the Bombay army
and are employed as constables, Their houses are small, either tiled
or thatched, and with wattle and daub walls. Their staple food is
Indian miliet bread eaten with a preparation of chillies and salt.
On holidays, marriages, and other ceremonies they eat rice, fish, and
flesh. They also eat the flesh of dead cattle and drink liguor of
which they are excessively fond. The men wear a loincloth, a
waisteloth or short trousers, a wailstcoat, and roll a scarf ronnd the
head; the women wear a robe and bodice. The Holids worship
Satval on the fifth day after the birth of a child and name their
children on the same:day. They marry their girls before they come
of age. A Chalvadi is called to the marriage to sound his ladie and
bell, and in return receives rice, a cocoanut, and a few copper coins.

They allow widow marriage, the children by the first husband being

left to his relatives. They practise polygamy. They bury their
dead and mourn ten days. On the third day after death they go
with a ball of rice mixed with cnrds to the burying ground, and
burning incense on the spot where the deceased was buried place
the ball on i and do not go home until the ball has heen touched
by a crow. They perform anniversary ceremonies on the fifth of
Bhadrapad or Augusi-September, Their chief goddesses are
Lakshmi, Mérvir, and Yellamma. The fair and sacrifice described
in the Carpenters’ account as a rule is not held unless the Mhérs
first sacrifice a buffalo to Lakshmi. Brihmans do not officiate at
their houses, butare consuited as to the lucky moment for marriage
and other ceremonies. They fast only once in the year on the
fall-moon of Paush that is December-January. The Holids make
pilgrimages to the shrine of Yellamma at Saundatti in Belgaum
where a fair is held on the fifteenth lanar day of Mdargashirsha or
November-December. 'They have a teacher or qury of their own
caste wholives in Kolhdpur, Hesupports himself by begging among
his own people. His office is hereditary and when he visits a village
the Holids of the place defray his expenses so long as he stays with
them. As a parting fee he is paid 2s. 6d. (Rs. 1}). The Holiss do
‘not send their boys to school, neither fo they take to new puranits,
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La’ds, with a strength of 1024, aro found sll over the district.
They cleim to be Kshatriyas of the solar maco and wear the sacred
thread. They ave divided ijvto Brahmakshatri Taids, Sév Ldds,
Hilvekari Léds, and Kdyit 1.4ds, who do not cat together nor
intermarry. Léds are derk and strong, the men wearing the top-knot
and moustache and looking like Mardihds, The women are
swail, fair, and good-looking. Thoir home tongue is Marithi.
They are a hardworking, sober, thrifty, and hospitable poople, but
hot-tempered. They follow various callings. They are betel-leaf
sollers, grain wmerchants, makers and scllers of allar of roses
and pastils, husbandmen, and at Belgaom and Athni mutton-
sellers. The goat or shecp is slanghtered by a Musalmgn
mulla, who makes it siand facing the south, repeats somo texts
from the Korédn, and cuts its throat. Ue is paid §d. (3 anna) for
each goai or sheep, They claim mutton-selling as one of their
heredilary callings. They own good strong and plain houses. They
drink liquor both country and foreign, and eat fish and the flesh of
sheep and goats, hares, and fowls. Their staple food is rice, Indian
millet bread, pulse, and vegetables. Thoy dress like Mardthéds, but
their customs dufcr in some respects. They gird their boys with the
sacred thread before they are ten years old without performing any
ceremony. Thoy have no rule that a girl shonld be married before
she is of age. The boy’a father has to pay tho girl's father not
more than £5 (Rs 50}. Brakwmakshatri and S4v L4ds do not allow
widow marriage ; the others do. Polygamy is ellowed, and such of
them as cannot afford to burn their dead, bury them. They monrn
ten days and on the third day placo cooked rice and milk on some
open spot, and after it is touched by & crow they return home
satisfied that the soul of the deccased is at peuce. On the eleventh
day afier a death they worship 2 silver platc with an embossed
mask of the deceased and feast relutions and firiends inclnding the
four corpso-bearcrs. Their chief god is the son, but they worship
Venkoba, Khaudoba, and tho goddess Tulja Bhaydni, After a
marriago they perform the gondinl dance in honowr of Khavdoba,
and in honour of Bhavédni they kill a gout and sacrifico it to her
after burning its hair. They also observe the Gopdl feast, when on
certain days of the weck they go begging in gangs, and cook
and eat fogether the grain they collect. Their priests are the ordinary
Maritha Briahmavs, whom they respect. They have no headinan
and settle social dispuies ab caste meetings, Some send their boys
to achool till they can read and write a little and cast accounts.
Though not & rising peoplo they earn emough for their ordinary
expenses, '

Ma'ngs or Ma'digors, with a “strength of 16,849, are found
throughout the district. 'I'h‘ta{rl are divided into M4digerus, Mochi
Maédigerus, and Mdng Rauis, who do not eat together or intermarry.
They arve dark, strong, and regular featared, and their head
hair is black and thick. The men shave the head except the
top-knot, and wear the moustache and whiskers, but not the ,beard,
The homo tonguo of the Karndtek Mdngs is Kdnarese and of
the Telangs Telugu. They are bhardworking, cunning, passionate,
and revengeful, They rank as the lowest of Hindus and will
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take food from all except Bhangis. They are leather-rope and
shoemakers, musicians, executioners, and cattle-gelders. Some of
them are village watchmen, husbandmen, and labourers. The Rauts
are leech-sellers whose special calling bhas made them a separate
class. They live in tiled or thatched hunts and eat pork but not
beef. They also eat the flesh of dead animsls and drink liguor.
They are great eaters and their staple food is Indian millet ndachni
or sduvi, split pulse, and chillies. They occasionally eat rice. They
name their children either on the ninth or the eleventh day after
birth., The parents arrange for the marriage of their children, the
boy’s father having to pay the girl’s father £2 4s. to £3 (Rs.22-30).
Their marriage cevcmony is simple and lasts for only one day. The
ceremony is performed by a woman of the caste who knows the
formula. This woman is not called by any particular name nor is
any woman specially appointed for the purpose. Any goodnatured
experienced elderly woman is chosen at the time from among the
guests. They have no special marriage songs but sing those which
are used on other merry occasions. Soon after the guests are met
the woman who is to conduct the ceremony is chosen ; she makes the
pair sit on a blanket face to face when a cloth is held between them
and asong is sung! When the song is over graing of rice are thrown
on the heads of the boy and girl ; ihe marriage coronet or bdshing is
tied to their brows and they arve husband and wife. A feast to the
caste people ends the ceremony. The hushand sometimes makes the
wife a present of nof more than £1 (Rs.10). They allow widow
marriage, the children of the first husband being givento his relations.
Second marriages are simple. A caste meeting is called and before
the assembled people the widow agrees to marry the man, and the
man expresses his willingness to marry the widow. They either
bury or burn the dead, and mourn eleven days. 'They feast their
castemen on the third day, the entertainment costing about 4s. (Rs.2).
The expenses on the day of the death are nob more than 1s. (8 as.).
They are religious, and worship goddesses more than gods. The
names of their chief goddesses are Lakshmi, Tulja Bhavéni, and
Yellamma. They are said not to believe in or practise divination,
soothsaying, or witcheraft, They have no special holidays, lucky or
unlucky numbers, sights, and events, but consult the ordinary
Bréahmans. They have no headman, and settle dispates at meetings
of the caste. Adultery is punished with loss of caste, bub the offender
is re-admitted if he repents and begs for pardon. They do not
send their boys to school, neither do they take to new pursnits.
None of them have entered the Government service as soldiers.

1 One of the commonest wedding songs runs as follows:; Rab turmeric, women,
on my king’s daughter ; rab the well-omened turmeric on my sister, the wife of one
who roles justly, Clothe, women, the daughter of Shri the goddess of wealth and
the wife of 2 king, in a princess’ garment. Dress, women, auspiciously the wife
who is like Subhadra, the wife of the five Pandavs. Bind, women, the strings.of
flowers on the head of the beautiful danghter. Bind, women, auspicicusly fhe
strings of flowers on the head of the wife of the leader of an army. Put, women,
the bodice on my Indra’s danghter and wife of a king; put, women, the bodice
guspiciously on' theé wife and niy sister. Rub, women, the red-powder_ on my
Indra’s daughter ; rub, women, auspiciously red-powder .on the wife of a king, my
sisfer. .
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They earn enough to maintsin themselves, but their savings ars
swallowed in heavy marriage expenses. They are a poor paople.

tAccording to the 1881 census, Belgaum Musalmans numbered
66,200 or 766 per cent of the wholas population. The Musalmédn
zection of the Belganm population incindes thirty-eight classes, of
whom ten intermarry and are separate 1 hittle more than in name,
and twenty-eight form distinct comwmunities marrying only among
themselves. The classes who intermarry belong to two groups,
four gerneral divisions, Syeds, Shaikhs, Moghals, and Pathans,
and six local divisions, of whom two Attdrs or perfumers and Manyars
or dealersin hardware are traders, three Kaldigars or tinsmiths
Kharadis or wood-turners and Niibands or farriers are craltsmen,
and one Baidaras are servants.

Of the twenty-seven separate communities who marry among
themselves, six ars of outside and iwenty-one are of local origin.
The six of outside origin are Bohords and Mehmans from Gujardt
and Cutch; Labbeys from the Malabdr Coast; and Mukeris, Géo-
kasdbs, and Kdkars from Maisar, the first four classes being traders,
the fifth craftsmen, and the last servants and labourers. Of the
twenty-one classes of local origin one is a special community of Gair-
Mahadis ; two are fraders Baghbans or fruiterers and Témbolis or
betel-leaf sellers ; two are dealsrs in animals, Kanjars or poultry and
egg sellers and Pendharis or popy-hirers; eight are craftsmen,
Bojgars or millet beer brewers, Gaundis or bricklayers, Jharakars or
dusi-sifters, Lddkasdbs also known as Sultdnis or muatton-butchers,
Momins or weavers, Patvagars orsilk tassel twisters, Pinjdras or cotton
carders, and Sikalgars or armonrers ; four are servants, Bhatydras or
cooks, Dhobis or washermen, Haldlkhors or scavengers, and Pakhalis
or watermen; and four aro musicians performers or players, Darveshis
or tiger-showmen, Gérodis or Jugglers, Kasbans or davcing-girls, and
Taschis or kettle-drummers.  Of the four gencral divisions, Syeds,
Shaikhs, Moghals, and Pathéns, the Moghals are a very siall body.
The othor three divisions include large numbers and are found in all
parts of the district.  They are probably the descendants of local
Hindus who on embracing Islam took the titfle Shaikh or Pathén
m hononr of the religions or the military leader under whom they
were converted. At the same time almost all claim, and probably
most of them eclaim with right, to have some stram of foreign or of
Upper Indian blood. The earliest foreign element was the traders,
especially the horse-dealers, the religious leaders, and above all the
mercenariocs and military adventurers who, before the beginning of
Musalrudn power abont the close of the thirteenth century, found
thelr way to the courts of the early Hindu kings of the Deccan and
the Karndtak. The first large arrival of foreign Musalmdns was
probably the Turki and North Indian froops who accompanied the
armies of Alla-ud-din Khilji in their conquests in the Deccan during
the first twenty years of the fourteenth century, A second Central
Astan and North Indian element, no deubt resulted from ths con-
guests of Mubdrik Khilji in 1318 and of Muhammad Tughiik in

? From materialy supplisd by Mr, Sved Ddnd, clerk, Registration Department.
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1828. In 1347 the establishment of the independent B. .mani
dynasty severed the connection between the Deccan and the north.
The result was to introduce through the Konkan and Kénara ports a
strain of Persian, Arab, and East African blood. The number of these
foreigners who reached the Karndtak was small, until in the latter
part of the sixteenth century the Karndtak was conquered by Bijspur,
Yxcept a few who can trace their descent from some early religiouns
Jeaders the memory of these early Musalmén settlers has disappeared.
Almost all the classes who admit their descent from local Hindus
trace thewr conversion o one of three great spreaders of Tslam, the
Emperor Aurangzeb who ruled the South Deccan from 1687 to 1707,
Haidar Ali who ruled Maisur from 1763 to 1782, and Haidar's son
Tipu who ruled Maisur from 1782 to 1800.2

Except the Memans who speak Cutchi and the Bohords who
speak Gujarati at home, almost all Musalméns, both villagers and
townspeople, speak Hindustdni with a mixture of Marathi and
Kdnarese words,

The village Musalméns as a rule are tall, stnrdy, and dark, but
the large eyes, fair skin, and high features of many of the towns-
people point 0 a strain of northern or of western blood. Musal-
méns of all classes take at least two meals a day. They breakfast
abount ten in the morning on wheat or millet-bread and pulse and
vegetables, and if rich on mutton; they sup about eight in the
evening on millet and pulse, and in some of the richer families on
wheat and rice and mutton or vegetables. Some of the richer
classes, and almost all husbacdmen, have three meals, the richer
breakfasting on tea, wheat-bread, milk, and eggs ; and the husband-
men taking a cold breakfast about seven, s midday meal in the
fields, and a supper on reaching home in the evening. The field-
working Musalmdns are very fond of chillies and onions which in
many cases fake the place of a relish or curry. In a husband-
man’s family of four persons four to six pounds of chillies are used
every month. The rich give costly public dinners at which the chief
dishes are &iryant and jarda. Biryani is a dish of mutton, clarified
butter, rice, cardamoms, cloves, black pepper, cinnamon, and fresh
ginger or saffron; jarde is a sweet dish of rice, clarified butter, sugar,
almonds, saffron, and other spices. A dinner at which both of thess
dishes are given costs about £3 10s. (Rs. 85) for a hundred guests.
Among the middling classes and the poor the chief dish at public
dinner is a puldo of boiled rice and clarified butter eaten with ddlcha
or pulse and mutton curry; a puldo dinner costs £1 10s. to £2 10s.
(Rs. 15- 25) for every hundred guests, Many rich families eat
mutton daily, and most bave mutton either once a week, or at

1 Of twenty classes who admit a Hindu origin, fourteen, Attars or perfumers,
Bhagvans or gardeners, Bhabydras or cooks, Bojgars or brewers, Gaundis or masons,
Jhdrakaris or dust-washers, Kaldigars or tinsmiths, Kharadis or wood-turners, Manydrs
or hardware dealers, Nalbands or farriers, Patvigars or tassel-makers, Pinjards or
cobton teasers, Sikligars or armourers, and Timbolis or betel-sellers trace their
conversion to Aurangzeb (1687 -1707) ; three, Baidaras or Bedars, Dhobis or washermen,
and Haldlkhors or scavengers, trace their conversion to Haidar Ali {1763-1782) ; and
three, Kanjars or poulterers, Sultdnis or butchers, and Pakhalis or watermen to Tipu
1782-1860).
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gpecial dinmers, or on the Ramzén and Bakar Id or Bull festival.
Exzcept Bohords, Mehmans, and members of the four main divisions,
almost all Belgaum Musalmdns prefer mutton to beef, and many of
the local communities, especially the mutton-butchers and the
fruiterers, will on no account touch beef. Buffalo beef is considered
unwholesome and is avoided by all. Fowls and eggs are generally
uged by the rich and by the poor when they entertain f{riends and
relations, and when they sacrifice to any Hinda god or Musalmén
saint. Fish, both dry and fresh, is eaten by all without objection.
The staple food of all classesis grainand pulse. Among the rich and
well-to-do, perhaps about twenty per cent of the whole, the graing
in ordinary use are wheat, Indian millet, rice, and pnlse; the
remaining eighty per cent use Indian millet, millet, and pulse. The
monthly cost of food in a rich Musalmdn family of five varies from
£3 to £6 (H:.80-60); in a middle-class family from £1 10s. to £2
{Rs.15-20) ; and in a poor family from 10s. fo £1 (Rs. 5-10).
Water is the only beverage drunk by all classes of Musalméns,

" Milk is taken with tea or coifee by the rich or with bread in the

morning. In spite of the religious rules against its use, country
liquor is largely drunk, and in some villages even sold by
Musalmdns.  On account of their cost imported wines and spirits
are little used. Of intoxicating drugs, bhdng or gdnjo that is hemp
leaves, charas also made from hemp leaves, and madat small balls
made of bdbul leaf ashes soaked in opium water, are largely nsed by
servants and beggars., Of other stimulants and narcotics tobacco 1s
smoked by almost all either in the form of cigarettes rolled in plan-
tain leaves, or in pipes, and in the form of snuff by some old men
of the trading classes. Oplum is occasiorally used by servants and
beggars.

Except the men of the four leading divisions of Musalmédns who
wear the Musalmén turban, coat, shirt, waistcoat, and trousers, the
men of almost all classes dress in the indu style. The men wear
indoors a headscarf or.a skull cap, a shirt or o waistcoat, and a
waisteloth.  Oub of doors, if rich on all oceasiong, and if middie-
class or poor on festive occasions or helidays, they put on a Hindu-
shaped turban either twisted or loosely wound, a coat, and a pair of
shoes. The whole of the every-day dress is made of cotton, but
for festive or ceremonial occasions almost all have a silk turban, a
silk-bordercd waisteloth, and a silk handkerchief. They generally
have their turbans dyed on the Ramzin or Bakar Id festivals.
Except the Pirzddas or religious feachers and the Syeds, who prefer
green or white, the usual colour of the turban is red, yellow, or
orange. A rich man’s wardrobe is worth £10 to £20 (Rs. 100-200)
and his yearly clothes charges vary from £2 to £3 (Rs.20-30); a
middle-class man’s wardrobe is worth £3 to £5 (Rs.30-50) with
a yearly cost of £1 to £2 (Rs 10-20), and a poor man’s wardrobe
is worth £1 to £2 (Rs. 10-20) with a yearly cost of 10s. to .1bs.
{Rs. 5-73). .

Women of almost all elasses wear the Hinda robe or sdds generally
eight yards Iong by a yard and a quarter broad, and a bodice or
choli covering the back and fastened in a knot under the hozom
with short tight-fitting sleeves covering the upper arm only, When
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the womon of the four main divisions go ont of doors they cover
themselves with a white shect, aud the Bohora wowen shroud
themselves in & large black chiniz or silk cloak which falls from the
crown of the head io the foet leaving a ganze opening for the cyes.
Other Musalmép womon, as o rule, appear in pubhe in the dress
which they wearindoors. XKxcept on festive or ceremonial oceasions
almost ull women dress in cotion. The festive or covemonial dress
consists of one or two sets of silk or embroidered robes called
pitamburs and bodices. ‘hesc rich garments are given by tihe
husband at marriage and genceally lust during the wholo of the
woman’s life. A rich woman’s ceromoniul dress is worth £10 to £20
_ {Rs. 100-200), and a mid:dle class or poor woman’s £3 to £8
: (Rs,30-80). The yoarly cost of dross varies for arich wornan from
P £2 to £3 (118.20-80), and for a middle class or poor woman from
. £1 to £2 (Rs.10-20). Exceph courtezans who always wear shoes
- and women of the better class families who wear embrotdered
- broadcloth slippers for a year or two after rmarriage, Musalmén
women never wear shocs,

The mon of some of the lowor classes, butchers, water-carriers, and
sweocpers, when they can afford it, are fond of wearing a large gold
" ring in the right ear, and a silver chain called foda 1} to 24 1bs. (50 to
100 tolits) in weight on the right ankle. The men of the other
classcs seldom wear any ornament oxcept finger rings. All who can
afford it arc fond of ornamoenting thoir boys with a large thick gold
or silver neck-ring called hansls, a pair of silver or gold wristlets
called kadds, and a pair of silvor anklo chains or fodds. Almost
all Musalmén women begin marriod life with a good store of
ornaments. Their parents must give thom at lcasé one nosering, &
set of eight to ten gold or silver earrings, and silver finger rings;
and their husbands must invest in ornaments for the bride as much
as the amount of the dowry which is generally £12 14s. (Rs. 127).
Amoung the poorer classcs a woman scldom kceps her fall stock of
wodding jewols, Most of thom disappear by degrecs in meeting
special expenses and in tiding the family over times of dear food or
scanty employment.

Townsmen of the four main divisions are fond of Inxury and good
living. Their houscs dre generally one-storied with tiled roofs.
Many of them have a front or back yard enclosed by a stone wall
five to seven feet high. A few of the better class of houses have
walls of cut-stone and coment, and a framework of good timber,
But the walls of most aro of rough stone and clay smearcd with a
wash of cowdung; the timbor framework is scanty and cheap.
" Few houses havo much furniture. Almost none have tubles or chairg
or other articles of European pattern. Thoy have a few mats and
carpets, & fow low stools, a cot or two, some quilts or blankots, and
cooking and drinking vossels, Somo of the rich and well-to-do
have Persian or English carpets and China mats in the sitting or

ublic room called baithak or difan,and large cushions or bolsters

id against tho walls to lean on. The houses of the rich and
well-to-do generally contain five or six rooms, built round a square
or central yard which occasionally has a well of drinking water.
Of the five rooms the front room is set apart as a public room, and
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the last as a cook-room ; the rest are kept either as sleeping rooms or
as store rooms. A rich man’s house builf of cut-stone and cement
with 2 good timber frame costs £50 {0 £300 (Rs. 560-3000) to
build and 10s. to 16s. {(Re. 5-8) a month to hire ; a lower, middle, or
poor man’s house costs £10 to £30 {Ras 100-3C0) to baild and
1s. to 4s. (8 ennos-Rs 2} a month to hire.  Village houses are
built m much the same style as the poerer class of town houses.
They have generally three or four rooms. The front room, which is
always the biggest, is set apart ag a cattle-shed ; the middle room or
rooms arc used for sleeping and for storing grain ; and the back room
for cooking. The houses have little furnitare, a cot or two with
blankets, and a fow brass and clay vessels.

Some landholders or jdgirdars and rich traders keep one or two
house servants and grooms, and pay them 8s. to 16s. (Rs. 4-8) a
month, With this exception the only servants which Musalmédns
employ are barbers, washermen, and wator-carriers. These men work
for several families. Bach family pays the washerman £1 to £2
(Rs.10-20) o year, the water-carrier 10s. to £1 (Rs, 5-10}, and the
barber 8s. to 12s. (Rs. 4-6).

Village Musalméns are almost all land or estate holders. Town
Musalmdns follow all callings, trading in piecegoods and grain,
and taking {imber contracts, and supplying provisions te the
Commissariat Deportment. Two callings forbidden to the faithfal
are commonly foliowed by well-to-do townsmen, moneylending
and liquor-selling. Xven the descendants of some of the highest
religious families freely and openly exercise these eallings. Tha
bulk of the men of the four main divisions are servanis and
messengers,

Except trading Bohords and Mehmans, and some classes of
craftsmen, the bnlk of the townsmen, thongh clean and orderly,
are somewhat idle and fond of drink and good living ; the villagers,
especially the husbandmen, are Lardworking and thrifty, bat untidy
and occasionally somewhat turbulent, )

Iixcept traders and a few craftsmen, husbandmen, and scrvants
who are well-to-do, most town Musalmdns are badly off. Some live
comfortably on their earmings though forced to borrow to moet
special expenses, while others are pinched fliving from hand to
mouth. All but the very richest suffered severely in the 1876.77
famine not only from the very high prices of grain but becanse of
t' s failure of the demand for their lahourorfor the articles whick thev
produce. Many were forced to part with tho bulk of their propertx;,
and others incurred debts which they have not been able to pay. )

The only specially Musalmdn eeremony which all classes practise
is circumelsing their sons.  Of ofher specially Musalman rites the
main body of Belganm Muszlmans observe the sacrifice or akika
ceremony either on the seventh, twelfth, or fourtecnth day after the
birth of a child, and the initiation or hismilla that iz in God’s
Name when the child is four years four months and four days old.
The mass of craftsmen, husbandmen, and labourers avoid the
zacrifice and the initiation ceremonies partly from 1gnorange partly
from poverty. Women of all classes ave careful to keep chhati or
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the sixth day after the birth of a child, and tc observe the shaving
or mundan of the child’s head on the fortieth day after its birth or
when it is a year or two old.  On the shaving cercmony they spend
large sums on dinners. A few craftsmen and labourers in a woman’s
first pregnancy bold a safedse coremony in the seventh mounth,
spending alittle on dinners to friends and relations. All classos
rub the }md(, and bridegroom with turmeric and henna; and the
first four Fridays after a marriage, ealled jumagis, are kept as festive
days and a little is spent on dinners o friends and relations.  The
new-moon day of the first Muharram after marriage is unlucky for
& married couple. They ave separated for a mouth, the bride going
to her father’s house where the husband s not allowed to sce her for
some days.  On the third day after a death a zéarat or third day
mourning is held. Aboul seven in the morning the mounrners with
some friends and relations go to the mosque and all read the Kurdn.

When the reading is over two frays are handed round, one with
parched rice wixed with fr uit, the othor with fowers and a cup of
scent. The parched rice and fruit arc taken by those present. Of
the flowers each picks one, dips it inte the scent cup, and pubs it back
on the tray. The Aowers are afterwards taken to the grave. On tho
tenth day a grand dinner 1s given at a cost of £3 to £5 (Rs. 30-80),
~and after every tenth day for six months the Kurdn is rcad and
prayers ave offered to God besceching him to show pity to the goul
of the dead, and alms are given.

Fxcept members of the four main divisions and some servants
and traders, who tcach their children to read the Kurdn, few
Musalmdns teach their children avy rcligious books.  Almost all
are careful to have their boys eircumeised and to get their marriages
and funcrals performed by the kdei, that is the ]udge 0T MArTinge
registrar, or his deputy. Though few attend the mosque scrvice
dmlv almost all are careful to be present at the special services on
the Ramzén and Bakar 1d festivals. They arc also careful to give
alms and to pay the kdzf his dones. Their religions officers are the
kdzi or judge, the mulle or priest, and the muj(rwr or beadle. The
Eazi, who nnder Masalm#n rule wag both a criminal and civil judge,
has now no fnnetion except to register marriages. The office of
kGwi1s in most cases hereditary, the family o1din o some estate
qranted by the Moghals. As marriage registrar the kisi is pmd
5s. (Rs. 21) for registering a marringe, and 25, Gd. (Rs. 1}) for
rogmtermg & remarrage. Heis much rmpectod and his services arve
considered of high value. Nexfin mlpmtaucﬂ to the kdzi comes the
wmulle or priest who is cormmonly ndih or deputy kdzi. He is gene-
rally a man chosen from some poor family because of his knowledge
of the Kuran and of Urdu, and 1s deputed by the distriet Edz to
register marriages 1n a certain village. Each village has one mulla
or prlest who receives onc-fourth pwrt of the kdut’s fee, that 15 6d. to
2s. 3d. (4-10 as) for a marriage and 3d. to 7id. (2-5as.) fora
remarriage. Besides these fees, the priest makes small sums by cut-
ting the throats of froat sheep, and fowls with the proper Musalmdn
purifying ceremonies.! He cuts the throats of animals not only for

! This ceremony is called khaldl Farrna or making lawful,
L 80—26
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Musalméns but for Hindu landholders ag well, as they never eat the
flesh of an animal which has not been killed by a mulle. ln some
villages, i reward for this scrvice, the hereditary maulle holds
land grantcd by the willagers for his services, This he generally
himself tills. The ministrants or mujdvars are chiefly employed asg
the guardians of the shrines of Musalmdn saints, The office, as a
rule, 1s not hereditary and holders oceasionally give up the post if they
find better employment. They hive either by begging or on the offer-
ings made to the shrine of which they have charge. hey pray to
the saint on behalf of all who offer cocoanuts, swectmeats, or flowers,
or who sacrifice sheep or fowls af the samt’s ghrine, Besides the
offerings which he receives for the saiut the smuyjdvar is prosented with
1d. to 1d. (% -1 anna) as chiraghi or lamp-money which he keeps for
himself.  Ministrants, whose shrines do not yield enoagh to support
them, go from village to village begging in the name of their saint,
and sometimes journey fo Poona or to Bombay staying several months
and returning for the yearly wrus or fair.  The spiritual guides or
rrzddiss, that is saint-sons, are held in high respect. The chief sainily
familics in Belgaum are the Bashebans who are deseended from Pir
Syed Umar Idrus and Pir Syed Muhammed bin Syed Al Khatdl.
The representatives of these holy men live chiefly on the rents of
their estates and by moneylending.  They have no specially religious
character, and do not atbempt to gain converts to Islim.

Most Musalmdns belong to the sect of Sunnis that is they accept
the succession of the four Imams, Abubaker-Sidik, Umar, Usman,
and Ali.  They form a body bound together by strong religious ties.
They worship in the same mosque, koop the same holidays,
perform the same religious and social ceremonies, and respect and
employ the same fdzis. Mnsalmdns who are nob members of the
main community of Sunnis either belong to the minor Musalmén
sects or to the bodies of local eonverts who have either never given
up or wio have again taken to Hindu practices, The minor
Musalmén secby arc represcuted in Belgaum by the Bohords, people
of Gujardt origin who belong to the Ismaili branch of Shids. They
are known as Daudi Bobords from the name of the pontiff or Mula
Siheb whose claims i & dispuied succession they supported.t
Another sect of some consequence, the Ghair Mghdis or anti-
Makdis, hold that the Mahdi or looked for Tmam or leader has come,

1 Shids that is holy, generally called rdljis or heretics, are the sccond of the main
Musalman scets. They rejeet three of the four Sunni Imdws, Abubakar-Sidik,
Urnar, and Usmdn, and in their stead honour twelve Imams of whom the first s Ali
the son-in-law of the Prophet. Shids are divided into two classes, Mustdliang and
Tzmailians. The division arose emthe death of the sixth Imdm, Jafer Sadik who died
in 1300 (I11. 698). This poutiff had juarrelled with his eldest son and passed him over in
favour of his younger son Ismdili.  Those who sepported the elder brother are known
as Mustilians and those who supparted the younpger brother as Ismiilians. The chief
representatives of the Mustalians are the Khojis the followers of I1.H, Agdh Ali Shah
Ehim, and the chief representatives of the Iamailians are the Ddundi Bohords. The chief
points of dilference between Sunnis and Shids are that the Sunnis hold that Abubakar,
Omar, and Usman were the lawlul suceessors of the prophet ; and the Shids heliove
that Al was the lawfnl heir to the Khaliphat and was kept out of his rights by the
three others. The Shids leave oub certain passages from the Kurin which they say
were written by Usman ; and add a chapter in praise of Ali under the helief that it
wag kept back by Usman, )
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Among the separate communities the mutton-butchers or Kasdis,
the betel-sellers or Tambolis, and the fraiterers or Digbans, have
such strong” Hindu leanings that they do not associate with other
Musalmdns. They almost never comc to mosque, eschew beef,
keep Hinda holidays, and openly worship and offer vows to Hindu
gods., Almost all of these special commurities who marry among
themselves only, have a union or committec called jemdt which
setfles their disputos at meetings of the men of the community each
under a head called pufel or “chaudhari. The headman is chosen
from among the oldest and richest members of the community, If
the mmjor}ty of the men of the class agree the headman has power
to fine any one who breaks the caste rules.  Almost all of thoqe
distinct communities obey the kdei, and sometimes refor social
disputes to him for disposal.

The want of edueation, thritt, and forethouﬂ'h*’ greatly interferes
with the prospects of the Musaimdns. bxc‘ept the pushing well-
to-do tradimg Memans and Bohords, who teach their boys Mardthi
and Urdu, not more than thirty per cent of the Musalmdns send

their boys to school. Few leara English or enfer Government gervice

as clerks.

Fow Musalmdns leave the distriet in search of employment or for
other causes. On the contrary a considerable number of Musalméns,
especially military pensioners, are drawn to settic at Belganm by the
cheapness of provisions, the pleasantness of the climate, ‘and because
of the openings for employment which the presence of so large a body
of troops causes. The ten classes that form the main body of
Musalméns, who intermarry and are separate in litfle more than in

name, mdudo besides the four gencral divisions of Syeds Shaikhs

Moghals and Pathdns, six small communitics of whom $wo are
shopkeepers, Attdrs or perfnme-sellers and Manydrs or bangle-
sellers; three are craftsmen, Kaldigars or tinsmiths Kharddis or
wood-furgers and Ndlbands or farriers; and cne, the Bedras, are
sorvants.

Syeds or Pirza’da’s, also known as Mashaiks, number about
a thonsand, and claim descent chiefly from two Belgaum saints,
Syed Muohammad bin Syed Ali Katali known as Katdlwali or Saint
Katél, and Syed Umar Idrus Basheban, Both of these men came
from Arabia as missionaries during the rule of the Adilshahi kings
of Bijdpur (1489-1686). They bold estates which were granted fo
them by the Bijaipur kings and the Moghal cmperors. Though
mixture of blood has <510at1) changed their appearance, these Syeds
trace their origin to Ali and ¥ atima the son-in-law and danghtor of
the Prophet. The men take the word Syed that is holy, or Mir that
is head, before, and Shih that 1s king, after their names; and the
women add Bibi to theirs.  Their home speech is Hindustdni. The
men are tall or of middle height, well-built, strong, and fair. They
shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a white or green
turban or a headscarf, & long coat, a shirt, a waisteoat, and loose
trousers. The women, W‘lo are either tall or mld&le sized and
refined, with arched eyebrows, long straight nose, full limbs, and
fair skin, wear the Hindu robe and bodice. They do not appear
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in public, and perform no work except minding the honse. Both
wen and women are neab and tidy in their habits. “The rich are
landlords or jdgirddrs, traders, and commissariat contractors; the
poor are soldiers, constables, messengers, and servante. Though
hardworking, they arc apt to fall into a luxurions and intemperate
way ot lving.  Most of them are well-to-do and not serimped for
food. Asa rnle thoy marry smong themselves bub they oceasionally
give their daughters to Shatkhs of high family, Their customs do
not differ from those of other Musalméng,  They follow the regular
Ldzi and employ bim in their marriage and funeral ceremonics. In
religion they are Sunmis of the Hunafi school. Most of them are
religions, but the bulk of the young men are carcless abont saying
their prayers.  They take much intorest in teaching their children
Arabic, Persian, and Mardthi, and of late some have begun o send
their boys fo English schools.

Shaikhs, that is Eroers, arve found in large nunbers throughont
the district.  They are of two main branches, the Sidikis who
trace their descent to Abdbakr Sidik the father-in-law, and the
Farukis who trace their descent to Umeral-Taruk the son-in-law of
the Prophct Mubammad, Besides those who may have some strain
of foreign blood many local converts have received the title of
Shaikh from the masters who indneed them to embrace Taldm.
Their appearance and dress do not differ from those of the Syeds
and like them their home speech is Hindugtdni, The nmen take the
word Shailkh or elder betore, and the women the word Bibi or lady
alber thelr naines.  Their women, Yike Syed womer, do uoé appear in
public or do any work except managing the house.  Both men and
womcen are ncab and clean. They arc hardworking, thrifty, and
hospitable. The rich are traders and landlords or jdgirddss, and
the poor ave soldiers, eonstables, servants, and messengers. A few
are rich and well-to-do, but most are poor aud in debs. They
marry eibher asinong themseclves or with any of the ordinary classes
of Musalméns, from whom they do not differ in manners or customs.
They obey the kdazi and have no special headman.  In religion they
are dunnis of the Hanali school.  As a elass they are religions, most
ot them, exeept the young, being carcful to say their prayers. They
teach their children Urdu und Mardthi, and of late some have begun
to send their boys to Enghsh schools.

#Moghals, the representatives of the Moghal invaders of the
Deccan in the seventecnth and eightecnth centuries, are found in
smallnumbers.  The men add Mirza to their names and the women
Bibi ; they speak Tindustdni and do not differ in appearanee or dress
from Syeds or Shaikhs.,  Both the men and womenars neat and
clean and the women neither appear in public nor add to the family
income.  They are hardwork’ng, but many of them are fond of
drink and fow are well-to-de or able to save. They ave either
constables, messengers, servants, or husbandmen. Except with
Syeds, who do nob as arnle give their daughters to Moghals, they
marry with all the main classes of Musalméns. 'They are Suunis of
the Hanati school, bnt few are religions or cavefal to say their
prayere.  They obey the kdzi and their manners and eustoms do not
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differ from those of other regular Musalméns. They teach their
children Urdn and Mardthi, None have learnt English or risen to
high position.

Patha'ns, or Warriors, saidto come from paithna to penctrate, are
found in large numbers thronghout the district. They represent
the Afghans who came to the Deccan in the service of the Bijdpur
kings aud Moghal emperors.  Some of them are local converts who
tock the title of Palhdn because they jowed Isldm under the
patronage of some Afghan general or mussionary, They speak
Hindusténi among themselves and Mavdthi with others. They are tall
or of middle height, well-made, strong, and dark or olive skinned, The
men shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a Mardtha
turban, a short shirt, a tight-fitting jacket, and a pair of tight trousers
or a Waistcloth,  The women, who are cither tall or of middle size,
with regular features and wheat-coloured sking, wear the Hindu robe
and bodice, They neither appear in public nor add to the family
ineome. Both men and women are neat and tidy in their habits.
They are soldiers, constables, messengers, servants, and hushandmen,
Though hardworking, mauy of them are fond of smoking hemp and
drinking fermented millet beer or buja, and palm-spirit. As a class
thoy are badly off, many of them being in debt.  They marry among
themselves or with any of the main Musalmin divisions. Lixecept the
villagers who abstain from the use of beef and offer vows to Hindn
gods, their manners do not differ much from those of the ordinary
Musalmdins,  They are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, but few of them
are religious or carcful to say their prayers. They teach their boys
Urdu and Mardthi, and of late some have begun to send their
children to Government schools fo learn English. None have risen to
any high positiou.

Atta'rs or Punremuzs, local converts from the Hindu class of
the same name, are found in small numbers in some of the larger
towns. According o their own account, they were converted to
Islém by the Emperor Aurangzeb (1687-1707). Their home tongue is
Hinduostdni, but with indus they speak Mardthi and Kénarese
fluently, The men who arc middle-sized, well-made, and dark or olive
skinned, shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in a Mardtha
turban or headscarf, a tight-fitting jacket, and tight trouscrs or a
waistcloth.  Thelr women, who are of middle size, delicate, with
good features and of a wheat colour, dress in the Hindu robe and
bedice, appear in public, but except when they grow elderly do not
help the men in selling perfumes.  Both men and women are necab
and clean in their habits. They are attdrs or perfume-sellers and find
a fairly constant demand for their wares. They sell several sorts
of perfumes and tooth-powders, chiefly exwracts of rose, jessamine,
and other Howers, at prices varying {rom 2s. te £1 (Rs. 1-10) the fola
of §ths of an ounce ; frankincense or agarbatéi ab one to two shillings
(8 as.- Re. 1) the poand ; alocwood or argajo at one to two shillings
the fola ; dentrifice or missi at s, (8 ans.) the pound ; red-powder or
kunfw at one shilling (8 @s.) the pound ; red thread or wndde for
women’s hair-nets at 1s. (8 as.) the pound ; and the thread garlands
or sahellis which are worn during the Muharram festival at 14d. to
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3d. (1-2 ns.) the pair,  Of these articles, the footh-powder or messi,
and the red- pow&]br or kunku, are the only articles sold in any large
gnantity, The flower eximctb or aftar, the frankincense or agar ba,hfz,
and the other perfumes are sold only occaalonﬁly to the rich. The
thread garlands arc sold only during the Intter five of the ten days
of the Muharram festival, and are bought by both Hindus and
Musalméings, Their yearly income does not excoed £50 (Rs. 300).
Most have shops ; but some of the poor hawlk their wares from streed
to strect or from village to village. They are hardworking, thrifty,
and sober, and some of them are Luriy well-to-do and able to save.
They do not form a separate commumity nor have they any special
orgamization, They marry either among themselves or with any of
the regular classes of Musalméns, and have nothing peculisr in their
manners or customs.  They are Sunnis of the Hanafi school, most of
them fairly religions or careful to say their prayers. They do not
send their children to school.  Of late some have begun to teach their
boys Mardthi and Urdu, but none have risen to any high position,
Manya'rs, Dealers in hardware and glass bangles, are local
converts, probably of mixed Hinduorigin.  They are found in smali
rumbers in Belgaum and other large towns. They are said to have
boen converted by the Emperor Aurangzeb between 1687 and
1707. Their home speech is Hinduostani and ot of doors Marthi
or Kdnarese. ‘They arc tall or of muddle size, well-made, and of a
brownish colour. The men shave the head, wear the heard full, and
dress in ITindu fashion ju a shirt, a waisteoat, and a waistcloth.
The women, who are like the men in face, wear the Hinda robe and
bodice, appear in public, and help the men in their work. Both
men and women are neat and clean 1n their habits. Chinese and
European competition has forced the Manydrs to give up making
glass bangles and take to trading m hardware and miscellaneons
avticles. Of bangles they selltwo kinds of Chinese glass bangles whick
they buy from wholesale Hindu dealers in Bomb@y, a dearer bangle at
1s. 6d. (12 as.) the dozen and a cheaper bangle at 6d. to 9d. (4 6 as. )
the dozen, and common or country glass bangles at 4d. (2% as.) the
dozen, lhey make and sell lac bra,cdets a5 Od. to 1s. (6 - 8 as.) the
dozen. Of hardware they sell iron vessels, buying them cheap from
Ghisddi tinkers or wandering blacksmiths and selling them at a good
profit to Pinjiras or cotton-teasers and Moming or weavers. They
buy cottou ropes by sweight and sell them by the yard.  Of European
articles they sell match-boxes, mirrors, brass ornaments, and
lanterns, which they buy from wholesale Bohora or Hinda mevchants.
Some of them stay in their shops, and others go to villages which
have weekly markets. When the men are away the women st in
the shops and sell.  They are hardworking, thrifty, and sober, and,
though their profits are small, they are fairly off and able to save
for cmergencies. They marry either among themselves or with any
of the regular Musalmdns. They have two different eraft names:
Bangarharas who sell bangles, and Manydrs who deal in bangles and
hardware. Thesc are not separate communities as they intermarry
and cat together. They have no special organization and no headman
except the kizi who seitles their social disputes. Their manners
and customs do not differ from those of ordinary Musalmans., Thoy
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are Sunnis of the Hanafi school but arc not religions or careful to
say their prayers. They do vot send their boys to school or take to
new pursuits.

Kala'igars, or Tiwswrrus, probably local converts of mixed
Hindu origin, arc found in small numbers in Belgaum and in- sowe
other large towns. They are said to have been converted by
Aunrangzeb (1687 -1707) and call themsclves Shaikhs, Their home
tongue 18 Hindnstani, but with Hindus they speak eorrect Mardths
or Kdnarese. 'They are middle-sized, thin, and ecither dark or
olive-coloured. 'The men shave the head, wear the beard full, and
dress in a large Mardtha-Iike white or red turban, a shirt, a tight=-
fitting jacket, and a pair of tight trouscrs or a waistcloth. The
women, who are like the men in face, weart he ordinary Mardtha
robe and bodice. They do not appear in public, and add nothing to
the family income. Both men and women are neat and clean in their
habits. They are tinsmiths by craft and are hardworking, but some
of them are excessively fond of intoxicating drinks on which they
spend most of their earnings.  They are veither rich nor serimped
for food, but have to borrow to meet special expenses. They coat
copper and brass vessels with tin and work for all classes, being paid
1s. Od. to 2s. {12 as.-Lle. 1) for tinning a dozen vessels. Lheir
employment is said of late to have declined as many of the poorer
Musalméans and Hindus are said to have taken to cooking their every-
day food in clay vessels to save the cost of tinning brass and copper.
Many are said to have gone to Haidarabad, Poona, or Bombay.
They marry either among themselves or with any of the regular
classes of Musalmdns, They form a well-organized body and hold
meetings to settle social disputes wpnder a Weadman or chaudhars
chosen from the oldest and most respected members.  If the majority
agree, the headman has power to {ine any one who breaks the class
rules. 1In other ways their manners or cusfoms do not differ from
those of the regular Musalindns. They obey the bdzé and employ him
at their marriage and funeral ceremonics. They are Sunnis of the
Hamnafi school, but few of them are religious or careful to say their
prayers, They send their boys to school and teach them Mardthi,
None have rizen to any high position.

Khara'dis, or Woobn-TurnErs, local converts probably of the Sutdr
caste, are found in swall numbers in Belganm and in other large
towns. They arc sald to have been converted by Aurangzeb. Among
themselves they speak Hindusténi, and Marathi or Kdvarese with
others. The men are tall or of middle size, well-made, and dark.
They shave the head, wear the beard either short or full,
and dress in a large red Maratha turban, a tight-fitting jacket,
and a waisteloth. 'The women, who arc l'ke the men in face, wear
the Hindu vobe and bodice. They appear in public and help the
men in their work. Both men and women are dirty and untidy m
their habits. They are wood-turners by crafi, and turn bed-legs,
cradles, and ¢hildren’s toys, and eolour them with red, yellow, orange,
green, and blue Iac. They are hardworking and fhm’cty a,ud most of
them are sober. They earn cne to two shiliings (3 es. - Re. 1) a day,
but their work is so uncertain that many have given up their craft
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and become servanfts and messengers or gone to Bombay or
Haidarabad in search of work. They are not well-to-do, and live
from hand to mouth. They marry either among themselves or
with any of the regular classes of Musalmans. Thongh they form
8 separate body, they have noe special organization and no headman
except the fdze who settles their sociaul disputes. Thelr eunstoms
do not differ from thosc of ordinary Musalméans. They are Saunis
of the Hanaf school, but are not religious or careful to say their
prayers. They do not give their boys any schooling. On the
whole they are said o be a fulling class.

Na'lbands, or Fagrrers, probably local converts of mixed Hindu
origin, are found in small numbers in Belgaum. They ave said to
have been converted by Aurangzeb, and call thomselves Shatkhs.
They speak 1industdui among themselves and Mardihi or Kdnarese
with others. The men are tall or of middle height, strong, and dark
or olive.skipned. They shave the head, wear the beard either shovt
or full, and dress 10 a Mardtha turban, a shirt, a jacket, and a pair
of tight trousers or a walstcloth. The women, who are of middle
gize, well-featured, and wheat-coloured, wear the Hindu robe and
bodice, and neither appear in public nor add to the family income.
Both men and women are neat and clean in their habits. They
make their living as farriers, shoeing horses and bullocks. They
are hardworking, but excessively fond of drink and of smoking
hemp or gdnje. Lxcept a fow, who are fairly off, most are in debt.
They are paid Is. to 25, 6d. (8 as.-Rs 12) for shoeing a horse and
8d. to 6d. (2-4 as) for shoeing o bullock. They go from house to
honse in scarch of work, and some of the poorer sit by the roadside
or near places where laden bullock-carts stop. Their work is
uncertain and they do not earn more than 14s. to £1 6s. (Rs. 7-13)
a month. They marry cither among themselves or with any of the
general clazses of Musalmins. They are separate only inname. They
have no clags organization, and their manners and enstoms do not
differ from those of the regular Musalmans. They obey the kdzi and
through him settle social disputes,  They ave Sunnis of the Hanafi
school but arc not religicus or careful to say theiv prayers. They
teach their children Mardthi, but none teach them Enghish. Besides
as Nalbands some earn their living as messengers and servants.

-Bedars, or Frarumss, Hinda converis from the local iribe of
Baidarus, are found in small nnmbers in Belgaum, They are said to
have been converted by Iaidar AN of Maisuv (1763-1781), who
considered them among his most trusty soldiers. They arc said to
have come from Maisur to Belgaum about seventy years ago. They
call themselves Khdns. Their home speech is Hindustdni, but with
others they talk Mardthi and Kdnarese. The men are tall and
robust, with large eyes, long siraight noses, broad chests, with dark
or olive skins. Some shave the head; others let the hair grow.
They wear long and full beaxds, and dress in a turban, a coat, a shirt,
and tight trousers. Their women, who arc either tall or of middle
height, well-made, with regular features and fair skin, dress in the
Hindu robe and bodice. They appear in public but do not add to
the family income. Both men and women are ncat and clean in



Karndtak.)
BELGAUM. 209

their habits. They are sorvants and messongers. They are
hardworking bui oxceseivcly fond of liguor. They aro ncither
well-to-do nor scrimped for food, and on marringes and other
special occasions havo to borrow, They do not form a separate
coramnnity. They marry with the main body of Musalmdns and do
not differ from them in mannors and customs. I'hoy have no special
organization aud no beadman except the regular kdst who settles
their social disputes. They are Suunnis of the Ianaft sckool, and are
generally religious and sometimes strict in saying their prayers.
Some of them teach their boys Mardchi, but none teach them English.
None have rison to uny high pesition.

Of the twenty-eight separate communitics, the six of ountside
origin are tho Bohords, Gdokasdbs, Labbeys, Memans, and Mukeris,

Bohora's,! the only Shids in the district, are found in small
nuwbers in Bolgaum.  Originally parily Hinda converts and partly
descendants of Arab and Persian iramigrants, they are said to have
come from Sarat and Bombay to Belgaom about forty years ago.
They are Ismaili Shids in religion aud aro known as Daundis from
Daud, tho name of a pontiff or Mnlla S&heb whose claim they
supported in a case of dispnted svccession. Their homo speech
is Gujardti, and with others they speak Hindustdni or Mardthi,
They are active and well-made with an olive skin and regular
cloar-cut features. The mcu shave the head, wear tho beard long,

and dress with cousiderable carc and neatness in a white tightly wonnd -

turban, a long shirt hanging to the knee, & waistcoat, a long overcoat,
and a pair of loose trousers of whito cloth or striped chintz. The
womon are fair and delicate, with regular features. Thoy are very
clean, noat, and modest and are particularly fond of dyeing the soles
of their feet and the palms of their bands red with henna. They
appear in public muffled in a long cloak from hoad to foot. Except
by house work they add nothing to the family income. Their dress is
& petticoat of three or fonr yards of silk or chiniz, a headscarf, and
a backless bodice with short and tight-fitting sleeves. The large
cloak or burkha which they wear out of doors is made of stripod
black silk or chintz. They deal chiefly in Bombay piccegoods and
in hardwaro. They arc said to bo honourable traders and to have
a good name for fair dealing. They are hardworking, thrifty, and
sober, very cconomical, and well-to-do. They cat and drink with
other Musalméns but marry only among themsclves. They have
a woll-orgavized community with a mulla at their head, the deputy
of the pontiff or chief mulla of Surab, who periorms their marrage,
circamcision, and doath ceremonies, and collocts the dues which they
are bound to pay to tho chicf mulle. They lay in the hands of the
dead a paper written by the chief mullu gmymg the Almighty to
have pity on the dead man’s soul®, Printed copiss of this praycr are

1 The word Bohora is probably from the Gujardti vokorvy to trade.

* The words of this prayer are, I seck sholter with the (reat God and with his
excellent nature against Satan, who hag been overwhelmed with stonea, Oh God,
this elave of your’s who has died and upon whom you have decreed death is weak
and poor ang needs your mercy, Pardon his sins, ﬁcions to him, and raise his
soul with the aouls of the Prophets and the truthiul, the martyrs, and the holy, for
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sent from Surat to the depaty smulfe whois paid a fee varying from
£32 to £30 {Rs. 20-300). The manuoers and customs of Bohords do
not greatly differ from those of ordinary Musalmdns, They do not
pray in the ordinary mosques but have a separate meeting-room or

gamdt-kline where they mect to pray and sebtle social disputes.

Though they do not obey or respect the regnlar kdzd, they ave allowed
to bury their dead in the regular burial ground, They send their

. boys to Government schools to learn Mardthi and teach them

Gujariti at home.  Noxne teach their boys English and they follow
no calling bui trade, They are pushing and prosperons. :

Ga'ockasa’bs, or Beer-puroiens, immigrants from Maisur, are
fonnd in small nombers in the Belgawm cantonment.  Thoy are said
to have come with General Wellssley’s army in 1803, They are
believed to be descendanis of Abyssinian slaves. They are either
tall or of middle height, well-made, strong, and dark. Their home
speech is Hindustdnl.  The men shave the hend, wear the heard full,
and dress in a headscarf, a shirt, a waistcoaf, and a pair of tight
trouscrs. The women, who have the same cast of face as the men,
dress in & Hindu robe and bodice, appear unveiled in public, and
help the men in selling the smallor parts of beef. Both men and
women are dirty und untidy in their habits. They generally kill cows
and have fixcd shops, selling the beef to Christians and Musalmdns,
and to Mhdrs, Bhangis, and other low-class Hindus. They are
hardworking, but much given to intoxicating drinks, and are said te
be hot-tempered and guarrelsome, A few of them ave rich, but the
bulk are in debt. They form a separate community, and marry only
among themselves. They have a well-managed union with a head-
man or ckaudhari, who, with the consent of the majority of the men,
has power 1o fine any one who breaks caste rnles.  Their manners
and customs do not differ from these of ordinary Musalmdns and bke
them they obey and respect the regular kdzi.  In religion they are
Sunnis of the Hanafi school, but they are not religions or carefal 6o
sny their praycvs. Being themsclves illitevate, they de not send
their boys to school.  They take o ne now pursuits.

to be with them is good, This is thy bounty. Oh God, have morcy on his body that
gtays in the earth and show him thy kindness that he may be freed from pain and
that the place of his refuge may be good. By your favomrite angels, by the serene
angels, by your messengeors, the Prophets, the best of the ereated, and by the chosen
Prophet the choice Awmin, Muhammad the best of those who have walked on earth
and whom heasven hag overshiadowed, and by Lis suveessor All, the son of Abl Tidlib,
the father of the noble Imdams and the bearer of heavy hurdans frow off the shoulderof
your Prophet, and by enr Lady Fatima-tnz Adhera, and Ly the Dudms her oflspring
HWasan and inssain, descendants of vour Prophet and by Al son of Hussain and by
Muhaminad zon of All, and Jafer son of Mubammad, and Ismnail son of Jifer, and
Wnhammad son of Lsmail, and Abdulah-al-Alaster, and Ahmad-al-Mastor, and
Huossain-al- Hastur, and owr Lord Mahadl, and ony Lord Kiim, and ouy Lord Mansor,
and onr Lord Moiz, and onr Lord Aziz, and onr Lord Hakim, and onr Lord Zahir, and
our Lord Mustansiv, and our Lovrd tall, andl our Lord Amir, aud our Lord the
Tmam-ul-Tvab Abul Kasim Aminal-Mominain, and by thelr depntics and theiy
represen and by the apostles and by the Kaimal Akharilzamdn, and his
representat il by the veltgious Tmdms of his time, pay the blessings of God be
ppon them, and by the apostle dai (@] for the timg being eur Syed and Lord, and our
Syed (¢} the deputy of s Lordship, and our Syad {g) the neighbour of his Lordship,
and (¢} the ministers of law who are learned and just, God is the best representative
and the bost defender.  There is no power nor virtue but in God,
(&} Tan aame of the present olday is envered,
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Ka'kars, originally of the Kakarzali tribe of Afghanq are found
in considerable nambers in the P‘o!gaum cantonment.  According
to their story, about the middle of the eighteenth century they
came to Indla as mercenaries of Ahwad Shdh Abdah, and in 1 753
on the defeat of the Abddli governor of Sirhind by Raghnndth Rao,
the Kdkars wandered in U:.U._ltlb throngh Mdlwa, the North-West
Provineces, and Grujardt, leading the life of ontlaws., A% last, hearing
of the rise of Haidar AL g noww in Marsnr, they joined hun and
remained in his service in the monnted battery tili “the fall of Tipu n
1799, Some of them state that their forefathers came into Belgaum
with Haidar Al and others that they came with General Wellesley
about 1803. Awong themsclves fhey speak a peculiar dialect, a
mixture of rough Hix rdustind, Bri i Malw) fmd Mardthi, With others
they speak Decean lindusiini.  The men are tall, strong, and
well-made, and dark or olive skinned.  The men either shave the head
or let the hair grow, wear the beard full and long, and dress in a
headscarf or & whife Mardtha turban, a shirt, a tight-fitting jacket,
and a pawr of tight leO‘]QGI‘ ¢ or a walstcloth.,  Like themen, the women
are tall, thin, vegular-featured, n& dark, and wear the Hindua robe
and bodice. ihﬂy appear in plm w oand bv their earnings add to
the family income.  Both men and women, thou gh hard workm,ﬁ', are
dirty and uuntidy, and being veory fond of drmk are net well-to-do.
The men are servants, mesgengers, and pouy-keepers, and the women
sell poultry and head-loads of fusl. 'The men make 125 to £1
{Rs. 610}, and the women Ss¢, 10 10s. (Re. 4-5) a month. They
form a sepavate body marrying only among themseclves. They
are a well-organized community with a headman styled jamdddr
chosen from among their oldest and richest members. The present
Jamdddyr at Belgaum is learned in Persian, Mardathi, and Urdn, and 1s
highly respected not only by the Kakars of Bdgaum, but aiso by
those of Dhdrwar, Hubli, and Kalddgt. With the consent of the
majority of the castemen the jamddar has power to fine any ome
who breaks caste rules, Their manners and cusfoms differ little
from those of ordinary Musalmdns, and they respect and obey the
regular Lz, cmploying himin thelr marriage and funcral ceremonies.
'lhey are Sunnis of the Hauafi school and some of them are religious
and careful to aitend prayers at the mosque. They have begun to
teach their children Mardthi and Urdw.  None of them #cach their
children Fnglizh nor has any of them rigen to a high position.

L.abbeys, who are traders in skins and leafher, are. temporary
immigrants from the Madras Pregidency.  They ave the descendants
of the, Arabs and Persians who in the seventh centus v fled from the
tyranny of Hajjaj-ibn-Yusnf, the governor of Irdl, and of the Arab
and Persian merchants in whose hands the foreign trade of West
India remained until the establishment of the Portuguese ascendancy
in the beginping of tho sixteenth century. "CTheir home speech is
Arvi or Malabéri and with others findustani.  Their thin oval faces,
small and dark eyes, high check-bones, and pale skins prove a strain
of foreign blood. The men are tall or of middle | seight, well-made,
and st-rong. They shave the head, wear the beard LuH; and dress in a
white skull-cap aronnd which on going out a kerkchief of striped
cotton 18 wonnd, 2 long slirt Ialling to the kunees, and a red or black
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striped waistcloth not drawn back between the feet like the Marathi
waistcloth.  They are peatand clean in their habits.  As they stay
i Belganm for 0111\7 a few months they do not bring their women
with them, They are hardworking, tnnftv mild, 1»0nes-,i and sober,
and for the most part are well-to-do, and have goo& credit as tr&del‘m
They are of greab help to the local butchers to whom they advance
£10 to £100 (Rs. 100-1000) to kecp them from pas&:mg into the
bands of rival hide-merchants. They buy skins from the butchers
at 85, to 12s (Rs 4-6) a dozen and send them in salt to Madras or
Borbay where they have tanneries.  In religion they are Sunnis of
the Shafai or Arab scheol. They are said to be sbrici 1y religions,
and careful to say their prayors 'md fo keep the rules of their faith,
They are on the whole a rising class

Mehmans, properly Mouixs or Brnigvirs and chicliy converts of
the Cutel Vania and Liohdna castes, are believed to have come from
Cuteh and Kathidwdr aboub sixty years ago. Among themselves
they speak Cutehi and Hindugténi with others.  They number about
forty housos and nearly a hundred souls, all of whom are settled in
Belgaum. The men are tall, well-made, @ﬂd strong, and of a brownish
Lohmr They shave the head wear the beard full, and dressin an
enibrmdema or sitk hoadbcalf a long coat, & shirb, a waistcoat, and
@ pair of locse fronsers. The womoen are uthu‘ tall or of mldd}c—s
height, rather inclined to stoniness, with large and black or grey
eyes, straight nose, and fuir skin,  They wear a leng shirt or
aba fdlhm)‘ tc the knse, a hea iscart or ;r‘hm aud a pair of loose
trousers rvather tight at the ankles. Hxeept th(, old women who
sometinmes sit in the shops, they do not appear in pablic or add
to the family income. Both men and women are ncat and clean
in their habits. Some of the richer Mechmans contracs fo supply
the commissariat with fuel and provisions, others deal in piece-
goods, and others in hardware and miscellaneous Kuropean articles
such as matches, candles, glass buttons, mirvors, threads, ping, and
furpitare.  They are hardworking, thrifty, &obu, and well-to-do.
They are able to save and to speud on special oceasmions.  They
marry among themscives or iake wives from Bombay Mehmana.
They form a separate comint ity but have no special class
organization and no headman to settle their social digputes, cxc,opi'
the regunlar lizd who presides over the meetings of the adult male
mmembers, and, with the consent of the msqorlh* fines any one who
brosks caszte rules. Thelr manners and customs do not differ from
those of ordinary Musalméns. They are Dunnis of the Hanaf
school, and are 1‘0]10mus or carefal to say their prayers. They
gend thLu boys to f:.ch(\ol to learn Mardathi and Urdn, bub noue
fearn Englizh, None of them have taken to any calling except trade. .
On the whole they are a risirg class,

Mukeris, that is Dunigrs, local converts probably of the Lamén
or Banidri castes, are found i small numbers in Belgaum. They
are said fte have come from Maisur as settlers w1t,h General
Wellesley’s army in 1803, They speak Hindustinl among themselves
and Maréthi with others.  The men ave tall or of middle size, and
durk or olive skinned.  Thev either wear the hair or shave the 11w
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have full beards, and dress in a Hindu-like turban or a headscarf, a
shirt, a waistcoat, and a pair of tight trousers or a waistcloth.
The women, who are like the men in face, wear the II'ndu robe
and bodice, appear in public, but add nothing to the family income,
and have no very high cuaracter for modesty.  Both men and
women are neat and clea -1 in their habits. Mulkeris are grain-scllers
and grocers,  They are hardworking, thrifty, and b()b(,l‘_, but have
1o character fox l-on%ty Aost of them are well-to-do and able to
gave. They form a separate community, marrving among themselves
ouly. They settie social disputes at meetmus of the men of the
class under a headman or choudhari chosen from among the richest
and most respected families, whoe, 1n accordance with the wish of the
majority of the mombers, has power to fine any one who breaks
caste tules,  They are Sannms of the Lanafi school, but are seldom
religions or careful to say theiv prayers. They obey and respect
the kdzi and employ bim to condnet thelr marri 1ages and funerals,
They teach their ehildren Mardthi and Urdu, but none learn Fnglish
‘and none have rigen fo any high position.

Ghair Ma'hdis, or axr-MAspw, believe that the looked for
Mahdi, the last of the Imams, has come, Their Mdhdl was a certain
Muhammad Mahdi who was born in Ap. 1443 (1. 847) in Jaunpur, a
village near Benarcs, and who at the age of forty began to act as a
saint or vali. He drew aronnd himn o large body of followers at
Jaunpur, and afferwards at Mecca. He returned to India in 1497
and in 1499 at Pdtan in Guiardt openly loid claim to be the looked
for Mahdi. His pubiic corcer was marked by the working of
miracles ; he raised the dead, gave sight to the blind, and specch to
the dumb. He travelicd much, accompanied by two companions
Syed Khondmir and Syed Mubammad,  In Farrah, a city of
Khordsan, in the year 1504 (& 910) Mubmmmad Mihdi died of
fover, mainfaming “to the lust that Le was the promised Mdhdi
His graudson "Juudrmrud, after bhemg persecuted 1iu  the
North-West DProvinees and at Ujjain, was  well received by
Burhdn Nizdm Shah of Ahmadnagar (1590}, who not only allowed
ki to remain in his dominions and to spread hig faith, but gave his
daughter in marriage to she Mahdi’s sow.  With the 1 elp of
Burhan’s s patronage the Ghuir Mahdis met with considerable success
and gnlned a large body of converts, They continned a powertul
community till towards the end of the seventeenth century they were
repressed by Aurangzeb.  Though they are now free to profess their
opinions, the Ghair Mahdis stil practise concealment or fakiyah, sand
always cudeavour fo pass as orthodox Maslims.  There ave very lew in
Belganm,  Their head-qgoarters are at Ahmadnagar and Haidarabad
where they form a large circle or digras and live apart from other
Musalmans,  They spuak Hindustdni, but have nothing special in
theirappearance or dross. They are clean ;nealand bardworkin g, and
as a class are fairly off.  Some of them are servants and messengoers,
and others are husbandmen. They marry among themsclves only, but
do not forma sepurate community and have no special organization.
They do not respeet and obey thu Tzt except that they melﬂv him
to rogister their marriages. They kecp the sacrifice, circumcision,
and initiation ceremonies and their r marriage and death rites do not
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differ from umsc practised t)\f ordinary Muszlwdus. In religion
they profess to Le Sunnis, and hold that bheir saint was the Tast
Imém and expected Mahdl  As he is come they noithoer repent for
thoir glns nor pray for the sowls of the dead. They teach their
children Urdu and Mardthi but no English, None have risen to any
high position,

Ba'gbans, or GArDEINERE, local converts of the Kuaunhbi caste, are
found over almost the whole district. They are said to have been
converted by Awangzch about 1687, Among themsclves they
speak Hindustdni, and Murdthi with others.  The men ave tall or of
middle size and dark. They shave the head and cither shave or
wear the beard.  They dress in white turbans, a tight-fitting jacket,
and a waisteloth, The women are either tall or middle- alzed thin,
well-featured, and brown., They dressin the Hindu robe and bO(}]COB
appear in pubhc. zud help the men in selling vegetables and fruit.
Both men and women are dirty and untldy in their dross. They
are hardworking, orderly and sober, and ave fairly off making their
living by selling frult and vegetables. The fruit they sell is partly
of local growth and partly brought from other districts. Of local
fruit the chitef varicties are plantuinsg, guavas, oranges, watcrmelons,
pomegranatcs, and sngarcane. Of outside fruit they sell grapes,
somotimes blOLl“f‘ 1t from Poona, Goa mangoes, and Poona pummeloes
and pomen‘mnaf{‘s. Of veg emble% they el Poona and Mahdbaleshvar
potatues, ca )b&geb, m‘ro‘t& and turnips.  Some have fixed shops
amd others attend weckly markets and fairs.  When the men are away
the women it in the ghop and sell. They marry among themselves
only and form a scparate community with a well- organized union,
xetthnw their social disputesatmectings under a chaudhari or headman
who is chosen from the richest and oldest members of the community.
With the consent of the majority of the men the headman has power
to fine any one who breaks caste vrules.  They have a strong Hindu
feeling against the nse of becf.  They differ frowm the regular
Musalmdns in chserving Hindun festivals, offering vows to Hindugods,
and in failing to perform the akila or sacrifice and the bismille or
inifiationceremonies.  Their one Musalman rite isthat they cireumecise
their sons. In relicion they arc Sunmis of the Hanafi school,
but they arc nob religious or carcful to say vheir prayers. They
respect and obey the kdzi, and employ him to conduct their marviage
and death cevemonies: They are illiterate themselves, and do not
gend their boys to schoel.  None have risen to any high position.

Ta'mbolis, or BereL-striurs, local converts of the Kunbi casie
of that name, are found in considerable numbers thronghout the
digtrict. They arve said to have.been converted by Aurangzeb.
Among themselves ihey speak Hindustdni and with others th(,y
speak I “Marathi., The men ave tall or of middle size and of olive
colour. Thoey shave the head, wear the beard full, and dressin a
Hindu-like tarban, a tight- httul jacket, and a waisteloth or a pair
of tight trousers. The women are generally tall, thin, and fair, with
1‘6%111&1‘ {eatuws. They wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear in
public, and help the men in selling betel. Both men and women
are olean and neab in their habits, They buv betel leaf from the
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village Kunbis or bring it from other distriets, and sell it at 13d.
{1 anna) the hundred leaves, They a 1lso buy Konkan and Mangalor
betelnuts from Hinda merchants who get them throngh their
Bombay agents. They retail tobacco (m& gnndf, buyving the stOCT{ from
wholesale dealers. Thev are hardworking, mmif), and sober, and
fairly off, carning £10 to £20 (ils. 100 ZLU“ a year. 'They have
fixod shops, and some of the“'l kee op bullocks tn bring loads of betel
leaf from outlying villages. Jn the absence of the men, the women
look after the shop. J_LPY marry among themselves Olﬂv and form
o separate community with a well-managed auion setth_ng' social
disputas by mags meetings under a cha’udfrm“ or headman chosen
from the richest and most respected families.  With the consent of
the majority, the headman hag power to fine any one who breaks
caste rules. Their manners and customs do not differ from those of
ordinary Musalméng. They are Snnnis of the Hanafi school,
but they are not religious or careful to say their prayers. 'They
obey and respect the Eaa,, and teach their children a little ’\Tar (thi
but no English. Their cailing is prosperous and gainful and they
rever take to other pursnits,

Kanjars, or Towitrs, local converts from the Hindu tribe of the
same name, are found in small numbers in Belgaum.  Thoy are said
to have been converted by Tipn Saltén {1783-1799).  Among
themselves thoy speak a dialect of their own, which is a mixture of
rongh Hindusidnl and Mavdthi,  With others they speak Mardthi,
The men arc tall or of middle height, thin, and dark.  They shave
thehead, wear thoe beard full, aud dressma ﬁmd n turban,a waistcoat,
and a waistcloth, The women ave generally shori, thin, dark,
and ill-featured. They wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear in
public, anl add to the family income by seliing poultry, eggs, and
headloads of fuel, and by making hemp ropes. Bothwen and women
arve poorly clad and d:rtv in their habita.  Kanjars are hardworking
but netther honest, sobor, nor well-to-do. All live from hand
to mouth, some in fair comfort, others much scrimped for food.
The men are servants aud labonrers earning 10s. to s (Bs.5-7)
a month, and the women make 3d. to 64, {(2-4 @s.) a day, Most of
their earnings ave spenton liguor. They form a separate community
marrying among themscives only.  They have a weil-organized body
with a headman or mulddaenm, under whom social disputes are settled
according to the opinion of the majority of the castemen.  Breaches
of caste rules are punished by finc. They differ from ordinary
Musahnins i wor s}uppmcr and offering vows to Hindu godas. ’Fuey
circumeise their sons bnt do not keep the sacrifice or the initiation
ceremonies, and, except ermﬂoy ing him to register their marriages,
they do not re:pbct or ohey the reo’ulm fazi.  In religion thoy are
Musalméns in little more than name, many of them pa%nw' their
whole lives withont entering a mosque., Thoy do nob send their
children to school, and none of them hag risen to any high position.

Pondha'ris, found in small numbers in Belgaum, are converts
of mixed Hindu origin, partly local and partly North Indian, In the
early partotthe centary, tillin 1817 ,1818,and l&sl“’rhe:y werg qnppresqe&
by the British, the Pondhéris were the scourge of the greafer payt of
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India. Tlmn home tongue is a mixture of rough Hindastani, Malvi,
and Mardshi ; with otLPr% they speak Mardthn and Hindustdnt.  The
men are tall or of middle size, well-made, and of w dark or olive colour.
They shave the head, wear the beard full, and dress in & Hindu-like
furban or a he.udb:_,m-r, a tighi-fithing jacket, and a pair of tight
tronsers ov a waisteloth.  The women, who arve like the mon, arve tall
or of middle sixe, dark, and gener 1]1‘: rongh-featured, and dross in
the Hindu robe and bodice. H ey appear in public and add to the
family income chiefly by selling fuel. Both moen and women are
poorly clad aad dmv in their habits, The men keep ponies for hire
or work as Jabourers or servanis, and the women sell grass, fuel, and
0'9;3 They are hardworking, but neither sober, honest, nor
well-to-do, 1 They marry among td{_‘:]i‘;t‘l'\?(“; only, and form a sepamte
community with a hesdman sivied J(t’,fff(i(![ff, sad have a good
01’g<m1z,(;+*ml for panishing social offeiices.  Till Iately they wore
half-Hindog, openly worahmmn@ Hindn no&’s, cschewing becf, and,
excopt that they cirenmeized their boys hoopmg noue of the %pccmﬂy
Musalman coremonies.  Of late they seenm of their own aceord to have
taken a dislike to the worship of },hnd,u gods, and now rank among
ordinary Musalméuns with whom they eat and drick. Their women
still keep most Hindu customs, and most of the men abstain from the
use of beef. They respect and obey the regular kdxi and employ
bhira to conduct their mar ringe and foneral ceremonies.  In religion

they arc Sumus of the Hau‘mﬁ school, and a fow of them are religions

and careful to say their prayers,  Of late some have begun to teack
their children Marathi and Urda. On the whole they are a falling
class.

Bojgars, or Murer-sser BREwiks, apparently loerl converts of
mixed Hindn origin, are found in swall numbers in Belgaum and in
some other large towns. They are said to have been converted by
Aurangzeb, T‘hcy gpeak Hindastdni among themselves and Mardthi
with others. The men are middle-sized and lean 1, with small eyes,
outstanding cheekbones, and dark skins. Some men shave the
head and others wear the hair ; all grow the beard whick is generally
long and full.  They dress 1o a white Mardtha-like twisted turban,
a waistcoat, and a waisteloth, The women, wino are like the men
ie face, wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear in public, and add
nothing to the family income. Both men and wowmen are poorly

clad and dirty in their habits, They make beer by boiling Indian
millet with a herb called gulbel, hemp-seed or bhdng, and kuehhls
SBtrychnos wnxvomica, They Q(JL thc beer which is largely drank by
servants and labourers at 1d. (% anna) a bottle and carn 2s. to 4s.
(Re.1-2)yaday. DBeing thriftless, lazy, and fond of drinl, they spond
almost their whole income on lignor and sweetmeats, I‘hough they
form a separate community sud marry only among thomselves they
bave no special headman and no special social organization. They
ohoy the regular kdst wnd employ him in seltling social disputes,
and differ lttle in customs from the regnlar Musalmdns. They are
Sunnis of the Hanafi school, but are neither veligious nor careful
10 say their prayers. Deing themselves ilhiterate they do not give
their boys any schooling.  Ou the whole they are a falling class,
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Gaundis, or Bricxravmes, local convertg of the Hindu class of
the same name, arc found in small numbers in Belpaum and
other large towns. They are said to have heen converfed by
Aurangzeh,  Thar home tongne is Hindustdni, but with others they
speak Mardthi. The men sre iall or of middle size, well-made,
strong, and dark. 'They shave the head, wear the beard full, end
dress in a large loosely wound Hindu-like turban, waisteoat, and
waisteloth, The women, who are either tall or of middle height,
are thin, well-featured, and olive~skinned. They wear the Hindu
robe and beodice, and appear o public, but add nething to the
family income. DBoth men and women are neas and clean in their
habits. They are hardworking and thrifty, but, partly becanse they
get no help from their wives, and portly from what they lost during and
after the 1877 famine, they are not well-to-do.  They are bricklayers
by craft, and carn 1s. fo 2s. (B as.-Re.1) a day. Dut work is not
constant, and a large number have moved to Kolhdpur, where
many public buildings bave lafely been made. Thongh they marry
among themsclves only and form 2 separate community, they have
no special social orgamization and no headman to scttle their disputes,
except the kdéze who among them  holds the position of judge
as well as of marrlage-regisirar, They diler from  ordinary
Musalméans in cschewing beef, offering vows to Hindu gods, and
keeping Hindu festivals, They circumeise their boys, bnt do not
keep either the initistion or the sacrifice ceremonies. In religion
they are Bunnis of the Hanafli school, bnb they are seldom religions
or carcful to say their prayers. They do not send their boys to
schocl, or take to new pursuits.

Jha'rakers, or Dusr-wasiers, converted by Aurangzeb from the
Hindu caste of Dhuldhoyas, are found in emall numbers in some
of the larger towns. Among themsclves they speak Hindustdni,
and with others Marathi. The men are of middle size, thin,
and dark. They shave the head, wear the beard short or full,
and dress in a Hindu-like turban or a headscarf, a shirt, a
waistcoat, and a pair of tight trouscrs or a waistcloth. The
women, who like the men are short and thin, are well-featured
and olive-skinned. They wear the Hindu robe and bodice,
and appesr in public, but add vething to the family income.
Both men and women are neat and clean in their babits. Dush-
washers buy and sift the sweepings of goldsmith’s workshops, paying
2s. to 4s. (Bs.1-2) a month, They find small particles of gold and
silver, and if lucky sometimes make about £1 (Rs. 10) a month.
Thongh hardworking, thrilty, and sober, they are not well-to-do, but
live from hand o mounth, and kave to borrow to meet thewr special
charges. 'They form a separate communiby, marrying among
themsclves only, but have no special socisl organization nor any
heoadman oxcept the kdzz who scttles their social disputes and
registers their marriages. They differ from ordinary Musalmins in
eschewing beef, offering vows to Hindu gods, and keeping Hindu
festivals., They circumecise their boys, but keep netther the initiation
nor the sacrifice coremony. In religion they are Sunnis of the
Hanafi school, but are not religious or careful fo say their prayers.
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‘Some of thera teach their boys Marathi, but none Bnglish. None of

them has risen to any high position.

Kasa'bs, or Buicmurs, also called Sultanis becanse they
were converted by Tipu Sultdn, are local converbs from the LAd
Khitik caste of Hindus: They are found in considerable numbers
all over the district. Among themselves they speak Iindustdng,
and with others Mardthi, The men are tall or of middle size, and
dark or olive-skinned. They shave the head, either shave or wear
the beard, and dress in a Hindu-like turban, a tight-fifting jacket,
and a waisteloth, and if they can afford it put a large gold earring
in the right ear. The women, who are cithor tall or of middle
height, delicate, with good features, and brown, wear the Hindu
robe and bodice, appcar in public, and help the men in selling
mutton. DBoth men and women are cleanin their habits, Muftton
butchers by sheep and goats from Dhangars or shepherds, according
to their wantz, kill them, and s¢ll fo Christians, Muhammadans,
Parsie, and some Hindus. They buy sheep at 4s. to 8s. (Rs.2-4)
pach and from cach sheep get thirty to forty pounds of mufton
which they sell at 3d. to 44d. (2-3 ¢s.) a pound. They have fixed
shops and earn £30 to £40 (Rs. 300-400) a year. 'They arc hard-
working, thrifty, and sober, generally well-to-do, and able to save.
They form a separate community and marry among themselves only.
They are a well organized body wnder @ headwman or pdatil chosen
from tlie richest families, and under penalty of a fine, force members
to respect the wishes of the majority. They have a very strong
Hindn fceling, neither eating nor drinking with other Musalméns,
and shnuning boef butchers, whose touch they hold impure.
Fxecopt that they cirenmcise their sons, and ewmploy the fdzi to
register thoeir warriages, they avc :Musalmdns in little more than
in name, worshipping the Hindu gods Khandoba, Mhascba, and
Yellamma, and keeping Hindu festivals. They do not send their
children fe school nor take to other pursoits.

Momins, properly Buiievers, are local converts of the Koshtior
Sidli castes of Hindu cotton handloom weavers, They are found
in considerable numbers in Belgaum and other towns and large
villages.  They are said fo have been converted by Syed Makdum
Gaisudardz also called Banda Nawaz of Gulbarga in 1418 (IH. 820).
Among themsclves they speak Hindustdni, and with others Mardthi,
The men are tall or of middle sime, and dark or olive-skinned.
They shave the head, wear the beard full or short, and dress in a
white Mardtha turban, a shirt, 2 waistcoat, and a waistcloth or a
pair of tight trousers. The women, who like the men are either
tall or middle sized, are thin, well-featured, and wheat-coloured.
They wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear 1in public, and add
to the family earnings by weaving., A Momin woman carns by her
weaving as much as » man, and for this reason some weavers have
two or even three wives. Both men and women are rather dirty and
antidy. They are hardworking and thrifty, but they are not sober
and asa class fow are rich or well-to-do. The bulk live from hand
to mouth, and have to borrow to meet special charges. They suffered
severcly in the 1877 famine and are always depressed by the
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competition of English and Bombay mill-made cioth. The rich
and well-to-do employ the poor cither from their own funds or from
advances made by %hopkeepm s and exporters.  The poorer weavers
work about, twelve hours a day and in return do not earn more than
6d. (4 as.). As they arc so ill-paid they do not take holidays execept
on speciai and unavoidable occasious. The chiel products of their
looms are bordered robes or sddis cight yards long and a yard and
aquarter broad. Thoese, if of cobbon, scll at 3s to 10s (s 11-5)
each ; if half-silk half-cotton or if silk-bordercd they fetch £1 to £2
(Rs. 10-20) ; turbans of coarse cotton arc worth 2s. to 65 {(Rs. 1-3),
and of fine cotton and with silver or gold cmbroidered borders
£1 to £3 (Is. 10-30} ; bodice-cloths throe quarters of a yard square
called %hans, if of cot‘ton, are worth 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as), and if half-
silk half-cotton with silk borders avc worth 2s. to 4s. (Rs. 1-2});
walstcloths or dhofars two and a half yards long and a yard and a
quarter broad, are worth 1s.to2s. (8 as.-Re. 1), andif of ﬁne cotton
and with silk borders 4s. to 10s. (Rs. 2-5). They also make striped
cotton echintz ov suse which fetches 6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.) a yard.
They, for the most pars, nse Fnglish and Bombay mill yarn which
they buy from Hindu wholesale dealers who draw their supplies
from Bombay by Vengurla. The middle class weavers, who work
for themselves with small capital, take their goods daily to the
shopkecpers, or hawl them about the villages, and attend weekly
markets; the poor, who cannot afford to buy yarn and a loom
and other appliances, live by working at the houscs of the rich.
They form a separatc community, marry among themsclves only,
and have a well organized upion with a he adman of their owx
choscn from the mcho&t and most respected families, who, with tho
congent of a majority of the mer, has power to fine any one breaking
caste rules. Their customns do not dilfer from those of ordinary
Musalmans and they respect and obey the regular Jizi employing
him to register their marriages. In rcligion th(‘y are Sunnis of the
Hanafi sc,hool and most of the old men are said to be reli gious and
careful to say their prayers. Few of them give their boys any
schooling and none of them take to other pursuits.

Patva’gars, or Sink-TAssEL-vMAKERS, local converds of the Hindn
class of the samoe name, are found in small numbers in Belgaum aud
other large towns. They arc said to have embraced Isldm during
the reign of Aurangzeh.  Among themsélves they spoak Hindusténi
and with others Mardthi, The men are fall and musenlar, and dark
or olive coloured. They shave the head, wear the beard full or
short, and dressin a Hindu-like turban, a tight-fitting jacket, and a
waistcloth, The women are citheor tall or oi m1ddfe size, and fair
with good features. They dress in the Hindu robe and bodice,
and appear in public, but add nothing to the family income. Both
men and women are neat and clean in their hahits. They are
hardworking, thrifty, and sobor, carning 6d.to ls. (4-8 as.) a day
ag day-weavers, and fairly off, but not Ilch They ka in silk buying
from Hinda silk-merchants and preparing the waistband or
kardotas of silk threads with silk tassels worn round the waist by
Hindns and Musalmdns which they sell at 14, to 13d. (2-1 anna);
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they deck golden beads and pearl necklaces and other ornzments
with silk, getting 11d. to 3d. (3-2 as.) for each ormament; and
they soll horse-tail fly-flappers and false hair for women worth
6d. to 1s. (4-8 as.) each. Some have fixed shops ; others go from
village to village and attend weekly markeis 1u search of work,
Their work 15 nof constant, but most of them earn abont 6d. (4 as.) a
day. 'Whey marry among themselves only and form a well-organized
coramunity, who, under a headman, mect and settle social disputes.
The headman or chaudhars, who is CllObC]_l from the oldest and 11011(‘,st
families, 1f the majority agree, has power to fine any one who breaks
caste rules.  Their manners and cusioms do not differ from those
of ordinary Musalmins. They respect and obey the vegular Fdzy
and emplov him to conduct their marri: rge and funeral coremonies.
Some of thom feach their children \lei;u but none of them teach
thom Linglish, nor has any of them risen to any high position.

Pinjara’s, or Corron-creaners, local converts of the Hinda class
of the same name, are found 1 small nnmbers in Belgaum and in other
large towns.,  They are said to have been converted by Aurangzob.
Their hom@ tongne is Hindustini buat with others they speak
Marathi. The men are of middle sixe, thm, and dark. They shave
the head, woear the beard full, and dress in a coarse white [Iindn-
like furban and a wailsteloth. Some of them on going out wear a
tight-fitting jacket. Whe women who have the same cast of face
as Uhe men, wear the Himdu robe and bodice, appear in publie, and
help the men m ecottou-cleaning.  Both men and women are dirty
and poorly clad. They clean o1d or new cotton for fillimg beds and
pillows. They walk about the strects twanging the qtmnO‘ of their
cotbon-teaser and -travel from village to village in scar ¢h of work.
They also huy cotton frowm village 5iwpku>pel g, “clean i it, and make it
mmto small rolls called Laajis, which thoy soil to weavers ab bd. (31 as.)
the pound. In cleaning cotton for beds and pillows ‘rhey charge
about 54. (3] rt‘;) the man of forty pounds, Their work though
constant is poorly paid. They are hardw orking, thrifty, and sobe 3T,
butb seldom well-to-do, living from hand to mouth and horrowing to
meet special charges. i‘hcy marry among themselves only and form
a separate community with a icadman or ehaudfiard, who settles social
disputes, and, with the consent of the majority of tho castemen, has
power to finc any one who breaks the caste rnles.  Exe 2opt that ”ney
circumelse Lhelr sons and employ the kdze to register their MArTiaees,
they keep no Musalmédn customs.  In religion they are Sunnis of
the Ianafi school ; bub they are neither veligious nor caveful to say
their prayers. 't hoy give their children no SLhDOth‘ and talke to
no new pursuits. On the whole they are a falling class.

Sikalgars, or Arwovzess, local converts perliaps from th
Hindu caste 01L Ghizddis, arc found in small ninmbers in Eu;zaum
and other large towns,  They are said to have heen converied by
Aurangzeb. Among themselves they speak Hindnsfini and with
others Mardthi. The men are tall or of middle height, thin, and
dark. They either let the hair grow or shave half of the head, wear
the beard full, and dress in dirty untidy Hindu turbans, waist-
coabs, and waisteloths. The women, who are like the men in face
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and litile less dirty or antidy, wear the Hindu robe and boedice.
They appear in public and help the wen in their work. They grind
and sharpen knives and swords, and are hardworking, but netther
sober nor well-to-do. They grind the knives on a stone whoel
which their women or children turn with the help of a leather strap.
They work forblacksmiths and other people and aro paid 4. to 1}d.
(1-1 anna)for sharpening a knifcor & razor; their monthly earnings
are not more than 10s. (Rs.8),  They marry among themselves only
and form a separatc community, sottling social disputes at meetings
of the castemen. They have a hoadman called mukdden, chosen from
the oldest and most respected members, who has power to fine any
one who breaks their caste rules. They arc Musalméns in litile
more than iz name, almost never going to the mosgue, keeping Hindu
gods in their houses, eschewing beef, and except circumeision obsery-
ing no speeial Musalmdn ribes.  They employ the késito register
their marriagos but do not pay him much respeet. They do nob
send their boys to school nor take to new pursnits.

Bhatya'ras, or Cooxs, probably local converts of mixed Hindn
origin, are fonnd in simall numbers in Belganm.  They are said to
have been converted by Aurangzeh.  Among themsclves they
speak Hindustini, and with others Mardthi, They are of middle
s1zo, thin, and dark or olive-skinmed. The men shave the head,
wear the beard full, and dress in e dirty nntidy 1lindu turban,
& waistcoat, and a waistcloth.  The women, who are like the men
in face, wear the Hinda vobe and bodice, and are neither tidy nor
clean. They appear in public and help the men in thetr work, ‘They
have shops at which cooked meat, pulse, vegetabios, and bread are
offered day and night. They arc alse cmployed by Musalmins to
cook marriage and other great dinners, and arc paid 2s. to 4s. (Rs,
1-2) a day. Their work as public cooks or lodging-house keopers
is not constant. Thoy seldom have lodgers, cxcept iravellers
and poor labouring or depressed Hindug like Mhdrs and Bhangis.
A few of them serve as private cocks and messengers. Though
hardworking thoy are much given to drink, and are seldom well-to-
do. They form a separate community, marrying among themsclves
only. They have no special social organization and no headman,
excepb the fdz7 who sebtles thelr social disputes and registers their
marriages. Their manners and enstoms do not differ from those of
ordinary Musalméns, They aro Sunnis of the Ianafi school, but
are neither religious nor carelul to say their prayers. They do not
send their boys to school, and on the whole arc a falling class.

Dhobis, or Wasgrzmoy, local converts from the Minda caste of
the same name, are found in small numbers all over the district.
They are said to have been converted by Haidar Ali of Maisur
(1761-1782).  Among themselves they speak Iindustani and
Mardthi with others. The men are of middle size, thin, and dark.
They shave the head and face, or wear the beard short, and dress in
a Hindu turbam, a tight-fitting jacket, and a waistcloth, The
women, who have the same cash of face as the men, wear the Hindu
robe and bodice, appear in public, and by their earnings add to the
family income. Both men and women are neat and clean, and as a
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rule well dressed as they generally wear their employers’ clothes.
They are employed by Europeans and natives. 'They are paid 12s.
to £1 105 (Ks. 6-15) a month by Furopeans, and 2s. to 8s. (Re.1-4}
a month by natives, as & washerman generally works for only one
family of h;mopom}s and for scveral families of natives. They also
wash at the rate of 8s. {Ra. 4} for a hundred garments if ironed, and
4s. (Bs. 2) if univoned. From their native employers, besides their
wages, they roceive presents In money or in grain on festive and
other ceremonial occasions. Though hardworking they never save
and spend all they can spare on liguor. They have gencrally to
borrow to meet ther speaial charges and have a specially good name
for the care with which they pay their debis, even at excessive rates
of intercst. LThey marry among themselves onlv, and form a separate
community with a well- 01‘011111&0& council under = chosen head-
man or chaudhari, who, w1th the consent of the majority of the
castemen, hus power to fine any one who breaks caste rules or to put
out of caste any one who refnges to pay the fine. A person put oub
of caste 1 allowed back on paying a double fne.  All fines are kept
by the hcadman, and, when they amount to a large enough sum,
are spent on liquor and dinner parties. They differ from ordinary
Musalméng in eschewing bect, Womhlppmﬂ' Hindu gods, and keepm@
Hindu festivals. ixcept that they circnmeise their E)O} 5, they do not
keep any speeial Muosalmédn customs. In religion #lley are Sunnis
of the Ilanafi school; but they tollow Isldm in little more than in
name, never attonding the ]llUS(iub and scldom fasting during the
month of Bamezédn. luov do not gend their boys to school, and
none have risen to any 11} gh position.

Hala'lkhors, that is f]lbbe who carn their bread lawifally, also
ealled Shaikhdas or litile Shaikbs, and commonly known as
Bhangis, ave found in small inmbers in the town of Belgaum,
They are converts from the Ilindu caste of Bhangis and arc said
to have been converted by Haidar AR of Maisur, Among
themsclves they speak Ilindusténi and with others Marathi.
They ave of middle size, thin, and dark, the men either shaving the
head or letting the hair grow, wearing the beard full, and dressing

& Tindu-liks turba m, o waistcoat, and 8 p‘w' of tlght trousers or
a Wmstoimh. They are fond of wearing a Jarge gold ring in the
right ear. Their women, who arve like the men in face, wear the
Hindu robe and bodice, appear In publie, and add to the family
income. Both men and women are dirty and untidy. The men are
etbhor employed in the Belgaum and other municipalities as
scavengers and by TBuropoan and some native familics; and the
WOIMCH are gener wl]y employod by Europeans as SWeepers. The men
earn10s. to 12s. (RBs. 5-6), and the women 6s. to 8s. {Rs. 3 4) amontbh.
Though har &woﬂqmv both men and women are very fond of liguor
and spmd almost the whole of thoir carnings 1o drnk. They are
poorly clad and badly off. They marry awmong themselves only, and
form a separate and well-organized commumty, settiing social
dispufes at caste meetings under a headman called mehtar ox patel,
who, with the consent of the majority, has power to fine any one
who breaks caste rules. Theamount levied in fines is spent by the
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castc on Iiquor. They are Musalmédns in name only, and arc not
allowed o enter the moesgues nor to have any connection with other
Musalmans. They know lLitle of their religion and believe in Hindu
gods, many of them worshipping the goddess Mariméta. Hxcept
that they circumeise their boys, they keep no Musalmén cercmenies ;
and do not respect the Zdzd. Thoey do mot send their children to
school or take to new pursmits.

Pakhalis, or Warsr-ugy, local converts of the Hindu elass of the
samc name, are found in small numbers in Belgaum. They are said
to have been converted by Tipn Sultdn. Awmong themselves they
speak Hindustdni and Mardthi with others. The raen arc of middle
height, thin, and dark, They shave the head, wcear the beard
short or full, and dress in a Hindu-like turban, a tlght-ﬁtti ng jacket,
and a waistcloth. 1f their means allow they ave fond of wearing
& large gold corring in the right ear and a silver wristlet on cach
wrist. iho WOren, “who like tho men are of middle size, are delicate,
with good features and wheat-coloured sking.  They wear the Iindu
robe and bodice, and appear in public, but cxcept the cold do not
add to the family income by helping the men in their work. Both
mwen and women are peab and clean in {heir habits. They carry
water in leather bags on bullock back or on their own backs and
supply both Christians and  Musalméns., A bag or pakhdl holds
about thirty gallons of water. Theyare paid 125 to £1 (Rs.6-10 a
month by a Buropean family, and 4s. to 8s. (Rs. 2-4) by a Pérsi, and
1s. to 2s. (8 as.-Re. 1) by a Musalmén as they generally work for a
single Buropean family or for several native familics. In selling
wabor votail they charge abont Gd. (4 as.) a bag. They are hard-
working, but cxcessively fond of hiquor on wlurh they spend most
of their earnings. They are fairly off and some of them are able fo
save. They marry among themselves only, and form a separate
well-organized Commumty who sebtle social disputes under a head
or patel chosen from the oldest and most respected members,
who, if the majority agree, has power to fine any one breaking
caste rules.  They cschew beef, believe in Hinda gods, and
obgerve Hindu festivals. In r:}h’gi@n they arc Sumnis of the
Hanafi fsc-h.ool, but they are neither religions nor carefal to say their
prayers. They obey and respect the Ziei and employ him in their
marriage and funeral ceremonies.  They do not send their children
fo q;chool nor take to any other pursuits.

Darveshis, literally rcligions beggars, seem to be local converts
perhaps of the Shikéri caste, Theyarca class of wandering hear and
tiger showmen. They arc said to have heen converted by the saint
Syed Makhdam Gaisudardz, commonly known as Khwnp Banda,
Nawnz of Gulharga, whom they regard with much veneration.
Among themsclves they speak Hindusténi, and with others Mardthi,
They are tall or of middle size, sturdy, and dark. The men let
the hair grow, have long and full beards, and wear a heavy necklace
of glass beads. They dregs in dirty and antidy white Hindu turbans,
a shirt, & walstcoat, and a pair of tight trouscrs or a walsteloth,
The women, who like the men are tall or middle-sized, are thin,
with good features and wheat.coloured. They dress in the Hindn
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robe and bodice and appear in public, but add nothing to the family
income. They are not neat or clean in thear habits. Darveshis rear
bear and tiger cubs, and carry them from place to place asking
alms.  DBoth IHindu and Mubhammadan women give them corn or
money and receive some tiger’s or bear’s hair which thoy keep in a
gold or silver locket, and hang rournd children’s necks to ward off evil
gpivits and ghosts.  They are a lazy class much given to intoxicating
drinks and drugs, and are poorly clad and badly off.  They marry
either among themselves or with any other religious begears, and
form a separate community and scitle social dispuies al meetings
of the men under a headman or sargiro who has the power of fining
any one who breaks their caste rules.  They are Sunnis of the Ianafi
school, bat are neither religious nor earefnl fo say their prayers.
Their only connection with the fdz¢ is that they employ him as
marriage registrar.  Their manners or customs differ from those of
ordinary Musalméns. They are illiterate, and do not send their boys
to school. Within the last twenty years their number has greatly
decreased.  Almost all of them have fakon to new pursmis; some
earning their living as husbandmen and others as servanls and
messengers.

Ga'rodis, apparently called after a snake-charm of that name,
or Mada'ris, apparcntly called after the holy and healing madar or
rui Calotropis gigantea, a wandering tribe of jugglers, who move in
bands of four or five families. They arce local converts from the
Hindu class of the same name. Their head-quarters aro at Miraj
near Kolhipar. They are said to have been converted about the
middle of the sixteenth centory by Mir Shamsuddin commonly
known as Mira Shamna whose shrine af Miraj they hold i high
respect, and arc careful to visih at the yearly fau held in April or
May. Their home speech is a coarse Hindustani with a large mixture
of Mardthi words,  The men are middle-gized, sturdy, and dark or
olive. They cither shave the head or wear the hairand the beard full,
and dress in a dirty and untidy carelessly wound twisted turban, a
ghort tight-fitting jacket, and a pair of short tight trousers covering
the legs as far as the knecs, and fasten round the neck a large
necklace of glass beads, The women, who like the moen are middle-
sized, are thin, well-featured, and dark or olive. They dress in a
Hindu robe and bodice and appear in public, but add nothing to
the family income, They are dirty and untidy. The men are
jugelers, tumblers, and snake-charmers. They are hardworking,
but are much given fo intoxicating drinks and drugs and are poorly
clad and scrimped for food. They marry among themselves, and
form a separate and well-organized community, settling social disputes
at meetings of the adult mele members under a headman or patel,
who has power to fine any one who breaks their caste rules. Hxcept
circumecising their boys they keep no Masalmdn customs, and are
Mahammadans in Utile more than 1n name. Few of them ever
enter a mosque, They do not respect or cbey the kdzi cxcept in
employing him as a marriage registrar.  They are illiterate, and do
not send their boys to school, or take to any other pursuits. On the
whole they are a falling class,
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Kasbans, or professional dancing-girls and courtezans, are local
converta of mixed Hindu origin,  They do not clamm {0 belong to
any of the general divisions of Musalmdus, and being & mived
class they have no specinl peenhazity of feature or form.  Fair girls
with shapely figures aud good features, are adopted by some elderly
dancing-girl aud trained to dance and sing. Dark givls with
gonrse features and clumsy figuves are taught no accomplishments
and form a lower clags of courtezans,  All ave carcful to be neat and
clean.  They generally wear the Hindu robe and bodice, and a
tight-fitting jackes, and at fonst o pair of gold earrings, & silver givdle
or pati which they wear over the robe, and loose bzll anklets known
as kadis to whose chimoes they wallk with a mincivg step. Tho
most noticeable point of difference in the dress of a Musalmdn
courtezan and of a private woman is that the courtezan wears shoes.
They have two separate communitics, one known as Ramjdms or
Kalivants who arc also called Naikans or mistresses ; the other
called Takdiis or Kamdus thatis prostitutes. The Kaldvants ave high
class couvtezans who generally live mnder the protection of a rich
man who pays them £2 to £5 (Rs.20-50) a month, and allows them to
add to this by dancing and singing. 'he Takdis or prostitutes livo
solely by prostitution. They are considered low and the dancing-girls
neither cat, drink, nor associate with them. The Ramjdnis or
dancing-girls are generally weli-to-do, but theyare very luxurions and
fond of pleasure and intrigue, and they arc proverbially crafty and
faithless.  The strumpets are poor, often hardly able to make a living.
When a dancing-girl begingto age she looks outfor some good-looking
girl who has misbchaved or heen left destitufe, vr she buys the
danghtor of some poor family and adopts the gl They generally
treat their adopted children with cave and kindlimess and tako pains
to make them good dancers and singers.  The girl calls her adoptive
mother 6di or madam.  When the givl comes of age sho s genorally
patronised by some rich man who pays £5 wo £10 (RRs.50-100).
The girl’s teeth ave dyed black as a bride’s teeth ave blackened, a
C{'EI"OIH-OI}Y which 1s ealled misst or tooth-powder.  To the £5 to £10
(Rs. 50-100) svhich the girl’s patron gives, her adoptive mother adds
£2 1o £4 (Rs. 20-40) and from the joiut amount gives » dinner party
to the members of the community who spond a few nights in danci ng
and feasting. From that day the girl is adwmitted o member of the
clasg, and recognized as u professional dancing-givl. The daughters of
dancing-girls are brought up to their mother’s profession ; the sons
are left to choose a calling.  They marry and kcep their wives in the
same seclusion as private women. Daneing girls do not follow any
Musalmén enstoms and do nob vespect the Aded. They form an
organized community nnder a hoad-women called wiitkin or bal, that
ig lady, who seftles disputes and is treated swith much respect.  They
do not seud their boys to school.  On the whole they are a falling
people partly beecause the class of rich Musalming who were their
chief patrons is dying out, partly it is said, as the husband can no
longer safely pumish an errmg wife, because women are less chagte
than they used to be.

Ta'schis, or Kurreu-pruusnes, local converts of mixed Hindu
origin, are found in small numbers in Belgaum and other large
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towns., Among themgelves they speak Hindustdni and Maréthi with
others. They are tall or of middle size, well-made, and dark or olive-
skinned. The men shave the head, wear the beard {ull or short, and
dresg in a dirty and untidy Hindu tarben, a waistcoat, and a pair of
tight trousers or a waistcloth,  The women, who arc like the men in
fJCe wear the Hindu robe and bodice, appear unveiled in publie,

and add not! Lhing o the family incomc. They are neither cican nor
neat in their habiis. Kettle-dronmmers arc engaged both by Hindus
and Musalmans to play during their marriages and other rejolcings.
A band of four men iz paid about 2s. (Re.1) a day, which is divided
equally among the players, Their work i not constant. In the rainy
seazou they have to employ their timc either in tilling the ground
or in aching as messengers or scrvants. They are much given to
intoxieatmg drinks and drugs, and are seldomt well-to-do or able to
save. They form a separate community marrying only among
themselves, but they have no gpecial organization and no headman,
excepb the regular kdzi who settles their social disputes and registors
their marriages. Their manners and customs do not differ from
those of ordmary Musalmdns., In religion they are Sunnis of the
Hanafi school, but they are neither rehozous nor carcful te say their
prayers. They do not send their chs ldren to school.

Christians, with a strength of 6322 or 0°73 per cent of the
popaulation, include two main divisions, Duropeans and Natives.
The Iuropeans numbering 1178 (1013 males and 165 fomales)
include, besides the distr mt officers, the officers of the two Native
regiments and the officers and men of the Fmropean regiment and
of the Artillery which fogether gencrally forms a foree 1500 to
2600 strong. Of 5063 Native Christians about 500 are Protestants
and about 4300 are Roman Catholics.

Native! Protestant Christians, numbering about 500, are
found in the fown of Belgaum and in other towns and large w}hqes.
They do not live apart. Some are immigrants from Madras and
others are local converts., The Madras Christians came as domestio
servants to officers of the Madras army when Belgaum was garrisoned
from Madras. Many of them take service “WIth officars and follow
their masters whon they go to other parts of India. Of the local
converts some were Brdhmans, some Lingdyats, some Marathds, some
Hindus of other classes, and a few were Musalmdns,  ?he home
tongue of the Madrdsis is Tamil ; that of the local Christians is
either Kdnarese, Hindustdni, or Mardthi. Except that the Madrisis
are dark and the local converts wheat-coloured, they differ Hittle in
appearance bemg short, round-featured, and inclined to stoutness.
They live in one-storeyed houses with mud or stone walls with cither
#iled or thatched roofs and open verandas. Their farniture includes
low wooden stools, palm-leaf mats, wooden benches and boxes,
brass ! lamps, aud metal pots, The well-fo-do kecp servants. The
staple food of the Madras or Tamil Christians is boiled rice or wheat
bread, beef, coffec, and dry fish. Most local converts cat millet bread

1 Partly from materials supplied by the Reverend J, . Hawker.
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and boiled rice with chaini® or pulse curry or spiced pulse soup. On
holidays they prepare swectmeats and one or two dishes of flesh with
unleavened bread. The Madras Christians are fond of animal food
and spirituous dricks, but most local converts use Hesh and spirits
sparingly and some touch neither flesh nor spirits. They are good
cooks and moderate eaters thelr chief daintics being bot and sour
condiments and oil. The Madras men wear a white headscarf, a
waisteloth, a long white coat, and country shoes ; the local converts
wear g short coat or a qhmﬂderr-lotn instead of tue long coatb, and
generally a white cotton headscart with country shoes, The husband-
men ofton wear a conntry blanket on their shoulders, especially during
the rainy season and in the cold weather. The women of both
classes wear the shortsleeved bodice with the robe hanging like the
petticoat. They cover the head with the upper end of the robe and
wear gold and silver head, nose, neck, and wrist ornaments. On
the whole the well-to-do mchne to imitate Buropcan dress.  Hxcept
a few who are clerks in pub]lb oifices and one who 1s a land
propriclor or dndmddir, as a class the Protestant Christiang are badly
off. Sowmec arc catechists or religious preachers, some are pastors or
ministers in the service of the Liondon Missionary Society ; and some
are Government servants, dyers, weavers, husbandmen, carpenfers,
fishers, and servants. The women mind the house. Asamong Hindus
the wives of Government servants and carpenfers add noething to
the family income, while the wives of dyers, weavers, husbandmen,
fishers, and servanis either help their husbands in their calling or
work as lahourers. They mix with Musalmins and Native Roman
" Catholics with whom they eat but do not marry. Hindus look down on
them and they find it ditficult to get Hindu barbers and washermen
to work for them. Thosc who are servants atfend on their masters
from sunrise o sunset, their women either working as maids or
ayas oY preparing rice fov home use and for sale. They also make
and seil rice pancakes ecalled panpoli (M.) ordoshi (I{.) The daily lifc
of the rest does not dilfer from that of the Hindus who follow the
same calling. HExcept servants most rest on Sundays and on Ne
Year’s Dayin Jannary, Good Friday in March-Apri, and Christmas
Day in December. A family of five generally spends 10s. to £1
{Rs. 5-10) a month. A birth costs 2s. to 10s. (I8s.1-3), a marriage
£2 to £10 (Rs. 20-100), and a death 4s. to £1 105, (Re. 215},  Some
of them belong to the London Missionary Socicty and some to the
English Emseopm Church.  The later converts all belong to the
London Mission Society which is the only wmissionary body in the
distriet. It began work in 1820. The first missionary was the
Reverend J. Taylor, who was sent from Belldr:i at the request of
Major-Gencral Pritzler forthe benefitof the troops under his command.
At first the progressof the mission was slow, the only converts beivg a
small numberof Madras servants.  Afterafime, when the missionaries
were able to preach Kénarese and Marathi their Jabours were more
gnceossfal.  In 1858 or after thirty-eight years” work there were over
400 local converts. But of these, partly apparently becausc the

1 Chatni 18 a mixture of long pepper, salt and tamarind ground together and mixed,
with sesamum oil.
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teachers or catechists were Tamils, only forty-five were Kénarese.
Since 1838 more attention bss been paid to the conversion of
Kanarese. Their ceremoutes at bivthg, marriages, and deaths do
not differ from those of the churebes to which they belong., All
attend divine service on Sundays, New Year’s Day, Good I riday, and
Christmas Day which they keep ns complete holidays. Thoy are
said to bave no faith in goothw}«mg, ghosts, or sorcery. Qome of
them keep to the old practice of wearing gay clothes and cooking
cortain dishes on certain Hindn helidays.

They arve said not to observe any partfcrﬂqr coremonics on the
oceasions of a birth or of a givl’s coming of age. On the wedding
day the bride and 1311(?@“100m ace om“mmd b\, Iriends go separately
from ther h(mvﬂ_ to choreh and are ﬂ ove mirried | by the miuisier.
When the marriage service is over the couple come in p“ocesswn
to the bride’s i i h er’s where a &mnm is scn(,d Thore 18 ne seftled
dowry, bui parcents often present their denghters and duughiers-in-
law with ornn.,.mcnts, clou,]cz., and (urniture.  Women are confined
i the honse ke Buropeans and ‘u}my do not think that either birth
or deutl ennses 1mt}111“1i v to the members of the family.  They employ
midwives who are paid 24 to 45, (Rs.1- 23 On a convenient Jav after
birth the ehild is haptised by the minister in the chorch. “When
Iife i gone the bouy ig laid in a cofiin or carried covered with a

shrond to the graveyard where it iy buvied after the minister has
read the funeral service over it. The only oxpense at a fm]m al
is the gravedigoer’s foe and the cost of the shrend or coffin.  Those

who are Government or mission scrvanis arc anxjous to give thewr
boys a 0"00(1 edueation and to teach their girls reading, writing, and
needle-work. The London Misgionary Socicty supports five schools
in the district of BDelgawm, three of them boys’ schools and two
gils’ schools. One of ihf‘ bovs’ scheols is an Anglo-Vernacnlar
schocl teaching up to the matrieniation standard. 7T he total naumber
under tuition at the end of 1882 in the five schools was 720 boys
and 185 givls.  Cases of misdemeanour are cnguired into and
punished h\ the minister.

Madras Catholic Chr istiang, numbering about 500, are found
in the town of Belganm,  Like the Mdn 88 ]’rot(‘%faut Christians and
Hindus they came from Madras cither in 1817, when the district
passod to the British or alterwards up to about 1830 while Belganm
was garrisoned by ‘\hdr“s troops.  They do not differ from 1'vo-
thtaut or IMindn Madrdsis in appearance, character, calling, house,
or food.  They are Roman Catholies qubgu,t to the lumkdict}on of
the Jesuit bl‘-;h(‘p of Bombay and thewr religious ceremonics are
performed according to the Roman ritnal.  Their holidays and fast
days are the same as thosc observed by Bombay Catlhiolies. They
pay ]‘)(ﬂtiCLUaI’ devotion to patron saints, the chief of whom ix the
Blossed Virgin,  As most of them arc honse servants they cannob
rest on bundfwcs and holidays.  Their women are confined with the
help of midwives and sheir children are baptised on the eighth day by
the chaplain at the church where Madras or other C(at holice answer
tor thc,m ab the Tont. There is no fised age for marriage.  Girlzare
generally married between fifteen and tf\(‘nty and b{}} between
eighteen and twenty-five. Beginning from the fivst Sunday or holiday
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after betrothal the bans or proclamation of marriage are publishod
by the priest in the church. On the wedding day tho bridegroom
and bride with frionds and relations, go to the church in separate
partics and are there married by the prest.  Casos of misdomeanour
are enquired into and punished by mecetings of married castemen
called the council or panch. "The panch has s casto-headman
appointed by the pricst. Thosec who refuse to oboy the decisions of

e council are pot out of caste, but on submission are again admitted.
They teach their boys to read and write Tamil, but do not take to
now pursuits.

Konkani or Goa Catholics, numbering about 4000, are found
throughout the district, chiefly at Khdndpur, Turkanvidi, Dataya,
and Bidi, They are immigrants from Goa and are under the
jurisdiction of the Archbishop of Goa. They do not diffor in any
important points from the Christians of Ratndgiri and Kénara.

Jews or Beni-Israsls, numbering about ninety, are found in the
town of Belganm. They arc natives of the island of Bomabay and of
the neighbouring districts of Thdna and Xoldba. They have come to
Belgaum with Native rogimonts in which they are employed as sopoys,
officors, and medioal atteudants. In appearance, character, religion,
customs, and otber particulars they do not diffor from the Konkan
Beni-Isrels. They are a vigorous pushing class, sending their boys to
Bnglish achools aud showing mmch readinoss to take advantage of
opportunities to jmprove their position.

Pa'rsis, numbering sixty-four, are found ouly in thetown of Belgaum.
They came from Bombay and Surat about {ifty years ago for purposes
of trade. They do not consider Beigaum their homo, and keep
family and marriago relations with the Pdrsis of Bombay and Surat.
Thoir home speech is Gujardti. Out of doors they speak Mardthi
and Buglish and a fow Kanareso. Aashopkeepers, merchants, and
contractors tho Belgaum Pdrsis are well-to-do and prosperous. They
have pricsts of thoir own. As there is no Tower of Silenco in
Bolgaum they bury thoir dead, and as thero is no fire-temple they
go to Poona or to Bombay to have their marriages performed.

According to the 188! consus thore was one village or town fo
evory 4°82 squarc miles of land, each village containing an average
of 175 houses and 810 poople. Fourtcen towns had more
than 5000 and throe of the fourtcen more than 10,000 pcople,
Excluding these fourteen towns, which together held 122,074 or
14°12 per cent of the population, the 741,940 inhabitants of Belgaum
were distributed over 1055 villages, giving an average of one
village for every 440 square milesand of 700 people to each village.
Of the 1055 villages 103 had less than 100 people, 139 bad between
100 and 200, 325 betweon 200 and 500, 256 betweon 500 and
1000, 185 botween 1000 and 2000, 49 betweor 2000 and 3000, and
28 betwecen 3000 and 5000. From a distance a Bolgaum village is
generally pleasing. Most villagos are woll shaded and many are
surroundef by so high and thick a fence of bibhuls and prickly-poar,

! Dovails are given in Bombay Gazetteer, X. 134-136 and XV. 380-304.
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that a stranger might easily pass themasaplot of bush and braushwood.
The entronce generally leads through a ruined gate into a central
street lined by houses of considerable size, showing signs of comfort,
oceasionally of wealth. The houses in the side rows, which van at
right angles to the main street, are smaller and show fewer signs of
cowfort ; and bevond these, generally ountside of the village fence, is
a fringe of huss of the lowest classes and the tents and booths of
wandercers.  Lxeept the hats of Mhars, which are often of bamboo
and millet stalks, the walls of the houses ave generally of sun-dried
brick. In the vainier west most of the reoofs are peaked and covered
with overlapping semicirenlar tiles; in the drier east the roof is
generally a flat mud torace with a parapet.  Almost every village
h‘LS its temple or shrine and its holy tree. A few of the larger towns
have walls and a tower, but most villages find their deep cirele of thorn
a compiete shelter from robbers and wild animals.

According to the 1881 census, of 188,694 houses 154,806 or
eighty per cent were oceupied and 33,888 or eighteen per cent
were empty.  These figures give an average of forty-one houses
to the syuare mile and of five inmates to each occupied house.
! Exceptin the larger fowns and oceasionally in villages the houses
are onc-storeyed. The better clags of house iz builf on a plinth,
generally of dressed stone, rising three or four feet above the street.
From the street a fhight of two or three stops let into the plinth
Iead to the house-deor. Of the veranda or kattd on the top of the
plinth on either side of the central steps one-half is gencrally open
and the other half closed by bamboo matting. The veranda is
covered by the eaves whosc outer edge rests on a row of wooden
pillars.  Bxeept as a waiting place For sorvants and beggars, and
sometimes in playing games, the veranda is littlensed. The back of
the veranda is the front wall of the house. This is pierced about the
centre by a doorway about five feet high by three feet broad closed
by a zolid wooden door not unfreguently relieved by hosses of iron
or other metal. On each side of the door a window about two feet
square 1s generally gnarded by heavy upright bars of wood let
mto the masonry. Some houses are built round a courtyard ;
others have no central open space. In houses with a central yard
each of the four inner faces of the house has a room fronted by a
low veranda. In houses without a central yard the rooms open
into one another, and & central passage sometimes runs between the
rooms from the front door to the back yard, In central yard
housces the room between the strect and the yard is used as a
recelving room, by business men as an office, and by traders as their
shop. When not in public nse the women of the faruily sit In this
room, and into 1t a dying member of the houschold is carricd some
days beﬁ)le his death. 'FPhe central courtyard is known as dugale
when open to the air, and as pad«ale when roofed. There is sometimes
no room between the front veranda and the pedsdle or roofed court.
Among the rooms, which surround the central court, ave the derar
mdne or god-room, the cooking room, the sleeping room, and tho

? Contributed by Mr, G. McCorkell, ¢, S,
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eating or dining reom. In some parts of the district the cock-room
18 also used as a bath-room. In other parts the bathing room
1s separate at the back of the house and s known as the backehala.
Among Lingdyats ornaments and other valuables are kept in
a box in the god-room ; Brihmans and others keep thom in a
separate room answering to the strong-room of an English mansion,
and in sowe instances they arc kept in boxes in the sleeping rooms.
Some houses have walls and every house has a well-iike cistern to
store rain water. The dwelling of any well-to-do family must have
these rooms and conveniences. A rich man’s house has more rooms,
But cven in the houses of the rich the rooms are low and dark
There are almost never side windows.  The light comes from the front
and back doors or where there is a central yard from the front door
and the courtyard. The floors are of beaten earth covered with a
wash of cowdung whick is renewed every Monday, every mnew or
full-moon day, and on most holidays. The dwellings of the poor
have walls of mud and straw. The doors arc of plaited or woven
slips of bamboo. As a rule they have culy one or two rooms with a
front veranda formed by the overhanging eaves. The poorest live
in huts whose walls, except a few bamboos to bear the roof, are of
woven millet stalks or palm leaves, sometimes but not always daubed
with mud.  There is little differcnce between town and village
houses, The wealthier a man the bhetter his hounse. He will
have more rooms, but the arrangement will not be changed. The
cost of building a first class house varies from £500 to £2000
(Rs. 5000-20,000); the ovdinary labouring villager or townsman is
contenb with a hoase costing £10 to £20 (Rs. 100-200) ; and & few
shillings reprosent the cost of the poorest huts,

A wealthy man’s house contains the following farniture: One to
three palangs or cobs varying in price from £1 10s. to £5 (Rs.15-50),
two or threc cupboards each valued at 10s. to £2 (Rs.5-20),
a few chairs each worth 8. to 10s. (Rs.4-5), a few boxcs each
worth 10s. to £2 10s. (Rs.5-25), carpets or jdjams each worth
6s. to £3 (Rs.3-30), bedding for each member of the family
worth 10s. to £2 10s. (Rs.5-25), and brass and copper water
pots and cooking and dining vessels and dishes worth £20 to £30
(Rs.200-300), A wealthy man will have ten to forty silver
vessels used for dining and drinking and for show.  As these silver
vessels are chiefly for show and as a form of investment the number
of them depends on the wealth and taste of the house-owner.
It may be said that fow families who are locally classed as rich,
have less than £20 (Rs. 200) or more than £200 (Rs. 2000) invested
m silver vessels; apart from these silver vessels a wealthy man’s
furniture varies in valuc from £50 to £100 (Rs. 500-1000); the fur-
niture of & man in casy circumstances from £10to £15 (Rs.100-150);
the furniture of a family in middling civcamstances from £2 to £5
(Bs.20-50); and a labourer’s house gear, bed, matting, a brass pot
or lofm, and some earthen cooking vossels, is not worth more than
£1 (Re 10).

Among men, except by a very few Brihmans and by the highest
class of Governmeunt servants, the broad flat-rimmed Briahman
turban is not unsed. In ibs place is worn a white cotton headscarf
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or rumal eight to ten feet square generally plaim but sometimes with
a gold bmue Numbers of these headscarves ave brought from
Madras. Those who wear the turban wear it only in public. In
private the head is either bare or is covered by a plain headscart
or by an ornamented skull-cap.  The reh and the well-to-do
wear loenl hand-woven waisteloths of varying fOneness with silk-
embroidered borders.  Middle class men 1ise anxsh and DBombay
machine-made cloth, and poor men wear conrse local hand-woven
cloth. A poor husbandman wears a mwinimnm of clothing, a loincloth
or fungote and a blanket or Lduwbil. The lomncloth is of coarse cotion
cloth about two feet long by one foot broad. The blanket in of
locally woven coarse wool and costs 4s. to 6z, (Rs. 2-3). DBy day it
supplies the plice of clothes and by night it serves as bedding.
instead of the loincloth a pair of coarsc drawers reaching half-way
down the thighs are occa ‘siomﬂly worn.  Nindu women gencrally
wear the robe czﬂ od shdrd (KDY or Tugode (ML) and the hodice called
fuppas (KD or choli (M) The bodice or krvppes covers the back
between the shoulders and is fastened in front. The slceves are
short and reach about halt-way down the upper arm. Among
the rich the mecting of the sleeve with the rest of the hodice
is hid by a narrow armleb of gold called vdkd in Mardathi and vanli
in Kdnarese. The robe or shir:, which 1s cither of cotton or of
sitk, is of two sizes: the fnll robe of twenty-soven feet by 33
which 18 worn by women and the smaller vobe of eightesn fect bv
three which is worn by girls.  In putting it on the Yobe is wound
round the walst so agto lonve two parts of uneqnal length, the longer
part to serve as a skirt and cover the Iimbs and the shorter pcut to
serve as a cloak or mantle and cover the shoulder and breast and
in some cases one side of the head. The women of most Kédnarese
castes cateh the lower part together in front in a number of plaits
and allow 1t to iall Iike a petiicoat to within two or threc inches of
the snkle. Drdhman and Muardtha womcen, ingiead of lotting 1 fall
iike a potticoat, draw one cornor of the skivt back between the foet
and fasten the end into the waistband behind., This divided skirs
among the higher classesis loose and generally falls below the kmnee.
Among the poorer classes it 1s taghtly <=‘1rt and drawn up =0 as to leavo
the greater part of the leg bare. The upper end of the robo is by
girlg of the higher classos and by the women of all other classes
worn over the 110hl, shoulder and tuclked into the waistband in front
close to the 16t bip. The women of the higher classes nse the
upper end as a veill drawing 16 ovoer the right side of the head instead
of over the shoulder, and holding the eod in the right hand below
the level of the bosom. The elothes worn by a rich woman vary
in price from £1 to £1 4~ (Rs. 10-12); those worn by a middle
class woman arc not worth more tLan 108 or 125, (RBs. 5 or 6) ;
and those worn by a poor worman arc not worth more than 3s. or 4e.
(Re15-2).

The office of village headman called pdtil (M) or gouds (K. is
hereditary. lle has gcnerally the revenuc and pohcc charge of th
village, the dutics in some cases being divided horwew a pohece
headman who 1= responsble in all matfers s connceted with crime, and a
revenuc headman who collects tho Government dues.  The headmen
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of some villages are paid entirely in cash. . As a rule thewr sole or their
chict source of profit is an allotmoent of rent-free land. Most of the
headmen are Lingdyats.  Fow of thom are able to write.  The clerk
or accountant called Lullarnd (M. or shinbhog (K.), keeps the village
accounts, writes up the landholders’ reccipt-books, and prepares
reburns and the findings of village juries.  With few exceptions the
post of village clerk 1s her 'chhrv It i paid partly in land partly
in cash.  Almost all vill lage clerks are Brahmang of the Deshasth,

Koukanasth, Shenvi, or Gioluk divisions. Their chs arge 1s gon(‘mlly'

confined to a single village, but in some cases they have a grounp
of two or throe villages. Most of the village watchmen and
beadles belong to the Jc[m‘sqod caste who are called Mhérs (M) or
Holids (K.) and a few belong to the less depressed Dedar and
Rémoshi tribes. There are gcnom]]y three or four families of
Mhirs in each villuge, who are supported partly by the grant of
rent-free land and pd,rtly by grain payments from the villagers.
The villagers of late have shown a tendency to digpube the Mhars’
rights to their old dues alleging that the Mhéars ncglect their
&11‘{105 while the Mhirs coutcnd that they never neglect their dutics
when the villagers pay them their dnes. The Mhars’ dutics are
heavy and important.  For Government they act as village ypolice,
messengers, and revenne carriers; for the villagers thoy ach as
wat{,hmen, boundary settlers and scavengers. Of other village office-
bearers the priest and astrologer calied g?():'m,—}fj?fl% (M.) or juisaru (K.)
is generaily a Brihman, who performs the birth, marriage, and death
ceremonics of the Bréhmaric Hindus of the V111aqc-. Besides the
astrologer cvery village has a ministrant who is called a pujdre
when he is a Brahman, and a gurey when he is & Shudra.  Lingdyats
have a jangam, and Musalmdans a mudla.  All the village office-
bearers are paid by rent-frce lands or by voluntary offemws madle
by the people whom they scrve.

Of village craftsmen there arve in large villages the carpenter
ealled sutir (M.} or bedag: (K.) Boesides in bm!dmn' houses and
making and mcrdmg‘ field fools, the ¢ carpenter 1s 1n mosbwﬂao‘es the
ministrant called prgiars (M) or archal {K.) in Lakshmi’s Q.hlme,
who is the favonrite Kdnarcse village guardian.  The carpenter 1s
paid partly by land held af low Jates but chiefly by an allowance
of grain from each landholder. When employed to porform other
than field work he 18 paidin cash.  Blacksmiths called loluirs (M.) or
kammdr (K.) malke and mend theiron parés of field tools and oarn sand
carpenter’s tools, also locks, binges, nails, and other articles required
for ordinary house pur‘poseq. He g pazd in cash when employed on
other than a field work. They have geldom lands granted at low
reuts and are chielly pald by allowances of grain from villagers.
Potters called faumbhiirs (M.) or Fumbdrs (K.} are found in most
good-gized villages., They make carlben pufs, tiles, and bricks,
act as torch-bearcrs, and perform cerfain rites when a village is
attacked by an epidemic. They arc to some extent paid by grain
allowances but chiefly by cash payments for the vessels, tiles, or
bricks supplied. Besides these office-beavers some goldsmiths
sonars (M.} used to act as pofdirs whose duties were lo test the
coins received in payment of Government dues.  The barber called
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nhave (M) or navilgio or kelaser (K.) 1s fonnd in almost all vﬂ]qqes
He almost always belongs to the Kdnarese barber casto and 1s
generally a Lingayat. Besides shaving the men, the barber acts as
torch-bearcr, musician, and social messenger, He is entirvely paid
by the vﬂlawm’% partly in cagh and partly in grain.  The washerman
called purit (M.) or aguse or madival (K) is found only in the
Iarger viliages. Ile belongs to a separate casie and 1s guneml!y G
memyat by religion. Ilo washes the clothes of all well-to-do
villagers. 1le holds no rent-free or low.rent land and lives chiefly
on allowances of grain given by the villagers. The shoemaler
chambhdr (M) or sambqru {K y 18 found in almost all villages.  He
gupplies landholders with all leathor work for field purposes and
sandals, china (M.) or chupals (K.). He is always paid In grain.
A family of Mdangs (M) or Madigerus () is found 1n every group
of four or five villages. They remove doad cattle and sapply leather
ropes. Fhey are paid in grain. The bulk of the people in most
villages are Lingdyatsand Jams. There is probably no village whose
entire populatwn bdonos to one caste.

The movements of tnc people into and out of Belgaum limits are
confined to the neighbouring British distriets of DbArws wr, Kalddgi,
Kinara, Sitara, Sholapm “and Ratnégiri, and to Kolhdpor and
other Southorn Maritha native states. Of tradors Lingdyats and
Marwar Vanis leave their Belgaum homes after the Dasara holiday
in Oetober and go to Poona, i} ombay, and Belldriin Madras to fetch
cloth for the Divdli festival in Novembor. Very few high-casic
Hindus leave the district in search of emplayment. The people of
the Sahyddri villages, who arc chiefly Mardthis, originally pl‘actisod
coppice-burning or kumet.  About 1850, ab the ‘introduction of the
SULVOY, copplc-e-bmmnc was stopped as 1b was believed to have
stripped the hills of their trees.  Though they remained in their old
villages the people during the rams were forced fto go fto
Goa and Sdvantvadi whero coppice-burning was allowed. As the
restriction pressed hard on the people simee 1875 arrangements
have Dbeen made to allet land ftor coppice-burning, and  gince
then the people have been freed from the nccessity of leaving
their homes.  OFf the labouring classes, Marathés, Kunbis, Boer id‘%
Buruds, Vadars, and Musalmins cvery year botwoen January and
March go to Dhirwdr, ITubh, Kaladgi, Kolh4 pur, and Vengurla, and
reburn to their horaes for field work early in Jone! Uhe Jocal cotton-

arrying trade is in the hands of Bombay traders and Vengurla
Shonvis who cngage cartmen to take cotton to Vengurla for
shipment to Pombay These cartmen remain at Vengurla for a
couple of days, whore, as in other parts of the I\onhm they are
pub to much inconvenicnce as they can meither geb jedre for
themselves nor good fodder for their cattie.  Of thoss who come fo
the district in scarch of work, tlie most noticeable are the Ratndgirl
Mardthas and Kunbis who arc largely found as house servants among
the rich familics of Belganm.

S ’1 he 1881 census shows that 20,145 people born in Belganm were in that year found
in different partg of the Bomlmy Fresidency. The details are, Dharwir 13,557,
Kinara 6700, Kalddgi 4469, Sdtava 1735, TPoona 11535, Sholipur 6.30 Ratndgiri 480,
Ahm.xdna,gdr 205, K héndesh 87, Nisik 86, and Koldba 41,




